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Cover Photo — Knot the ankles, bring the opening down
smartly to trap air in the legs, and you have an emergency life
“jacket”, The picture was taken at HMCS Cornwallis where sea-
men in training learn such useful bits of nautical lore — and,
furthermore, the scene is a cool one to gaze upon during the dog
days. (RCN Photo by Lieut. (SB) Monte Everett, RCN(R).)

LADY OF THE MONTH

The arrival of HMCS Wallaceburg at
Hamilton, Ontario, heralds the start of this
summer’s reserve training program on the
Great Lakes. The Wallaceburg, which with
the Porfage and Minas form the 11th Can-
adian Escort Squadron, is shown on the
opposite page as she comes alongside the
lawn-edged wharf at HMCS Srar.

While the Great Lakes are not new to
the Wallacebyrg—she was a visitor to those
parts as far back as eight years ago—the
activity in which she will participate dur-
ing 1955 will be far greater than in the
“old days”, No less than 15 ships will take
an estimated 1,500 Reserve officers and
men to “sea” in the Great Lakes for train-
ing this summer,

The honour of being the first ship of this
year’s training fleet to arrive at Hamilton
is well-deserved by the Wallaceburg. Com-
missioned at Port Arthur in November,
1943, the Wallaceburg was employed in
convoy escort work during 1944-45. Placed
in reserve following hostilities, she was
commissoned again in 1947, and since that
time has been employed for varying periods
in anti-submarine and minesweeping train-
ing duties.

-~

Negative numbers of RCN photographs
reproduced in The Crowsnest are included
with the caption for the benefit of persons
wishing to obtain prints of the photos.

This they may do by sending an order to
the Naval Secretary, Naval Headquarters,

‘Ottawa, attention Photograplhic Section, quot-

ing the negative number of the photograph,
giving the size and finish required, and en-
closing a money order for the full amount,
payable to the Receiver General of Canada.

Sizes, finish and the new National Defence
standardized prices, follow:

4 x 5 (or smaller) glossy finish only .. $ .10

6'% x 8% glossy finish only ....eevevees 40
8 x 10 glossy or matte finish .......... 50
11 x 14 matte finish only ....ccocvvvnoens 1.00
16 x 20 “ ‘ i vees 3,00
20 x 24 “ “ D X111}

30 x 40 ¢ “ PPN eaees 8.00

SUBSCRIPTION RATE

The Crowsnest may be sub-
scribed for at the rate of $1 for
12 issves,

Persons desirous of receiving
their own private copies by mail
should send their orders, accom-
panied by cheque or money or-
der made out to the Receiver
General of Canada, to:—

THE QUEEN’'S PRINTER,
75 St. Patrick Street,
Ottawa, Ont.

Authorized as Second Class Mail, Post Office Department, Ottawa.,
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N FEBRUARY 1914 the second term
I of cadets of the original Royal Naval
College of Canada, of which I had the
honour of being a member, joined HMS
Berwick, from which the first term had
recently been discharged after a year’s
training as sea-going cadets. The Ber-
wick was one of five ships of the West
Indies Squadron, and was commanded
by Captain Lewis Clinton-Baker, RN,
The flagship of the squadron was HMS
Suffolk, wearing the flag of Rear-
Admiral Sir Christopher G, E. M.
Cradock.

‘When war was declared on August 4,
1914, the West Indies Squadron became
dispersed on various duties, and when
the Good Hope arrived on the station
from England, Admiral Cradock trans-
ferred his flag to her. The Berwick
remained in the West Indies searching
for the two German cruisers Dresden
and Karlsruhe, which were on the sta-
tion when the war started.

During the course of her cruising, the
Berwick arrived on August 25 in Port
Castries on the island of St. Lucia, to
coal. We found that the Good Hope
had been there the day before. Her
picket-boat had been accidently dam-
aged and was lying sunk in 12 feet of
water alongside the wharf. The Ber-
wick divers went down and hooked ‘it
on slings, and a locally-owned floating
crane lifted the boat to the surface, buti
was not strong enough to hoist her clear
of the water. The crane with its burden
was towed to the side of the Berwick,
where the picket-boat was hoisted on
board by the main derrick and tempor-
arily repaired.

(For the benefit of the present gen-
eration who weould never have seen a
“picket-boat” I:might explain that all
‘big’ ships had:‘one, and that it was a
diagonally-built: wooden boat, 56 feet
long, fitted with a water-tube boiler
which burned ¢gal with forced draught,
and reciprocating engines; was capable
of doing 18 knets, and weighed 18 tons.
For action purposes she could be armed
with-a three-pounder gun and a Maxim
gun and two 14:inch torpedoes in drop-
ping-gear.) .

On August 26 the Berwick arrived in
Port of Spain, Trinidad, and found here
the Good Hope and Bristol, the latter a
smaller type cruiser of the West Indies
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Some Footnotes on
Early Days in
The RCN

Squadron. Soon after anchoring we
cadets were thrilled to see a steam pin-
nace (a smaller and slower edition of
the picket-boat also carried by all “Big”
ships) come alongside, steered by Mid-

shipman Silver, RCN, wearing his dirk,

I don’'t know whether “snotties” have
dirks now, but in those days it was the
badge of duty worn by midshipmen
when in charge of boats, and also at
times when officers wore swords. We

The November, 1954, issue of “The
Crowsnest” published an article mark-
ing the fortieth anniversary of the
Battle of Coronel in which four RCN
midshipmen died—the first battle cas-
ualties of the young naval service. They
were Midshipmen William Archibald
Palmer, John Victor Whiteman Hathe-
way, Arthur Wiltshire Silver, and Mal~
colm Cann.

The fortunes of war could easily have
extended this list of Canadian casualties
at Coronel on November 1, 1914, it is
pointed out by Cdr. H. W. S. Soulsby,
RCN (Ret’d), of Victoria, who has
gleaned some interesting sidelights from
his diary of the period.

Cdr. Soulsby is perhaps best known to
readers of this magazine as an artist—
the creator of the “Crossing the Line”
and cruise certificates which have ap-
peared in these pages from time to time.
There is a disclosure here, too, which
may surprise those who are acquainted
with his drawings of King Neptune and
his train, the comely mermaids and
other denizens of the deep. Cdr.
Soulsby has never crossed the equator.

Here Cdr. Soulsby tells of the days
preceding the departure of the West
Indies Squadron for its disastrous en-
counter with the German - division
under Admiral Von Spee.

in the Berwick were only cadets, not

yet having been rated midshipmen, and

were yearning for the day when we
could ship “patches” and wear a dirk.
Midshipman Silver had been sent to
take the damaged picket-boat back to
the Good Hope.

Next day the Good Hope led the Ber-
wick and the Bristol to sea. When clear
of the land, just as it was getting dusk,
in the last dog watch, the Good Hope
stopped and had a funeral for a stoker
who had died on board. That was the

Prelude to Coronel

’

last we saw of that ill-fated ship, for we
spread out 40 miles apart and cruised
along the north coast of South America
in our sweeping search for the enemy.

On September 2, within two degrees
of the Equator, Admiral Cradock
ordered the Berwick to return to the
West Indies, and he proceeded south
with the Bristol; later he was joined by -
the Monmouth from England.

The Monmouth was a sister ship of
the Berwick, similar in size and arma-
ment, having 14 six-inch guns, two pair
of which were. in turrets and the rest
in casemates on the upper and main
decks. However, whereas the Ber-
wick was manned by a complete fully-
trained pre-war “permanent force”
ship’s company and officers, and had
been in commission over two years, the
Monmouth had just come out of Reserve
Fleet—which meant that she had been
laid up for months, perhaps years, with-
out benefit of modern ‘moth-balls’—
and was manned by a nucleus of RN
officers and men, the majority of the
ship’s company and officers being in-
adequately trained reserves. Admiral
Cradock’s flagship, though larger, was
in a similar condition. He thus had a
force so markedly inferior to the highly
trained and most efficient German
squadron that the result of an engage-
ment, if they met, was a foregone con-
clusion to anyone intimately connected
with the details—as later was so tragic-
ally proven.

The Berwick was sent back to the
West Indies because our captain was a
veteran in that part of the world and
his prestige was high with the people
of the islands. However, Captain Clin-
ton-Baker was soon called to take com-~
mand of a battleship in the Grand Fleet,
and took with him his navigator, Lt.-
Cdr. J. H. D. Cunningham, who later
became Admiral of the Fleet and First
Sea Lord in the Second World War.

Had Admiral Cradock not ordered
the Berwick back to the West Indies,
the chances are great that I would not
have written this, and that several well-
known retired Canadian Naval Officers
would not now be enjoying their pen-
sions. Incidentally I have never been
further south than we were on that day
in September 1914.—H.W.S.S.


















AFLOAT AND ASHORE

PACIFIC COMMAND

‘Since the middle of May the Second
Reserve Training Squadron, comprising
the diesel Bangor coastal escorts Brock-
pille and Digby and the coastal mine-
sweeper Cordova, has been carrying out
an extensive training program for mem-
bers of the Reserve,

The first of the eight summer train-
ing cruises in the Squadron began
May 16.

Exercises have been drawn up by the
Reserve Training Commander at Naden,
Cdr. W. H. Willson, and these cover all
possible phases of training. Each cruise
features specialized exercises to fit the
needs of the Reserve complement which
is carried on any particular trip.

The training program has been laid
down by Cdr. Willson and his staff in
such a way that Naval Divisions across
the country can select the particular
cruise which features the training of
which they wish to avail themselves.
Naval training appointments have come
from all of the 22 Divisions.

Senior Officer of the Second Reserve
Training Squadron is Cdr. E, S. Cas-

‘Naval Apprentices
To Attend Camp

In ‘“‘civvy” life, there's the annual
hassle for holidays in the first two
weeks of August. In the Navy any
coxswain will tell of a similar flurry
for leave at that time.

But the naval apprentices in the
Cape, Breton get a special break then
from their intensive training program;
a full fortnight under canvas with out-
door sports activities, sailing swim-
ming and all that. It's regarded as
part of their training and is intended
to keep them in top physical trim for
their studies,

Ninety of them will go to Boy Scout
property at Lake Mush-Mush in Lunen-
burg County, N.S. Two naval officers
and several senior men will look after
them there.

On top of the aquatic pursuits and
sports activities generally, evenings are
set aside for corn boils, wiener roasts
and clambakes over a camp fire.

Leave will be given and transpor-
tation provided for runs to nearby
Bridgewater and Lunenburg towns.
Last year the apprentices spent their
two weeks- at Camp Major, Harmon
Island, in Lunenburg County's lovely
Prince Inlet.

The trip to camp doesn’t deprive
them of their regular annual leave
at other periods in -the year,
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sels, commanding officer of the Brock-
ville.

Training in the squadron includes
minesweeping, damage control, engin-
eering, torpedo/anti-submarine, sea-
manship and tactics.

The cruises serve as advance group
sea training, putting into practice the
theories learned in new entry and basic
training or specialized courses given
in shore establishments.

All divisions, from HMCS Griffiin
(Port Arthur, Ont.) west, may apply
to take over one of the ships durmg
one of the scheduled operations. This
method of training is planned to achieve
a greater esprit de corps within the
divisions and, where Reserve units from
the same area can be accompanied on
the same cruise, a competitive spirit

. between the divisions.

As an example of the interest which
the program has created, HMCS Non-
such (Edmonton) applied for the cruise
to San Francisco, from July 4 to July
15. This division supplied the Reserve
Training Establishment, Pacific Com-
mand, with a list of 17 officers and 48
men, sufficient to man all three ships
in the squadron with their reserve com-
plement.

Each ship is manned by a minimum
“steaming” complement from the RCN
and everyone on board undergoes the
rigorous training.

Routine at the Reserve Training
Centre itself has been streamlined to
allow reserves their full time on the
coast under training, with a negligible
loss of time completing “in” and “out”
routines, drawing pay or drawing and
returning equipment and clothing. All
these facilities are readily at hand to
meet the needs of any large numbers of
reserves arriving or leaving.

Following is the schedule for the
eight cruises, with the area of cruise
or port of call: Prince Rupert, B.C., May
16 to May 27; Seattle, Wash., May 30 to
June 10; Ketchekan, Alaska, June 20 to
July 1; San Francisco, Calif., July 4 to
July 15; Prince Rupert, B.C., July 18 to
July 29; Quatsino, Vancouver Island,
and Bellingham, Wash.,, August 1 to
August 12; Nanoose Bay and Vancou-
ver, B.C, August 15 to August 26;
Hardy Bay and Astoria, Wash., August
29 to Sept. 9.

TAS Training Centre

The following staff changes have
taken place recently at the TAS Train-
ing Centre, Naden:

CPO F. R. Andrews was drafted to
general duties in Personnel Selection
Officer’s office; CPO D. H. Mann was
drafted to general duties in RCN Draft-
ing Depot; CPO A. W. Tassell was
draftéed to HMCS Ontario for cadet
training duties; AB J. L. P.rDufresne
joined the stdff as storekeeper and
Lieut. (TAS) D. A. McDonald joined
the staff from the Long (TAS) Course
in the United Kingdom.

Mechanical Training Establishment

At the Mechanical Training Estab-
lishment, Naden, the following P2EM2s
successfully completed the ER Candi-
dates Course E1:

Frederich Haldane, Thomas Devenny,
Allan McDougall, Melvin Hiles, James
Barber, Kenneth Morgan, Gordon Goul-
die, James Sloan and Angus Holden.
Rated P2ER3s, they have been drafted
to sea to gain further experience.

Before the present cruise of the On-
tario, there were many drafts to the ship
composed of men completing basic tech-
nical, intermediate technical and trade
conversion courses. Among. the in-
drafts were men holding rates from
OSEM to Cl1EM, most of whom had
either started or are scheduled to com-
mence courses shortly.

This- spring the following courses
commernced: higher technical E2; en-
gineer officer writers ' E3, post-entry
ERs E2 and basic technical E7 and ES.

Two more of the older -members in
servi¢e years to proceed on pension
leave were CPO Edward Glover and
PO Harry Priske. PO William Mossey
was Teleased on medical grounds

ATLANTIC COM_MAND :

Padloping Radio Station
Willie, the de-odorized skunk, who
took the honour. of  being the most
northerly of his species in Canada much
too lightly, is gone. - He bit people.
He went north last summer with his

owner PO Ted Dalgleish, medical as-

sistant, to the Royal Canadian Navy’s
weather station at Padloping Island,
north of the Arctic Circle.










AUTOBIOGRAPHY
of a

HURRICANE

ORPEDOED in mid-Atlantic and

towed safely to harbour only to
be hurled on shoals by a violent storm,
the frigate HMCS Chebogue survived
both disasters and, had the war lasted
longer, would have been repaired and
sent to the Far East for duty.

Seven men lost their lives in the tor-
pedoing. The number of casualties
might well have been added 1o by the
hurricane which struck the wounded
ship had it mot been for the heroism
of a crew from the Mumbles station of
the Royal Life-Saving Society. The
coxswain of the lifeboat received the
Society’s equivalent of the Victoria
Cross, the Gold Medal.

The commanding officer of the Che-
bogue was Lt.-Cdr. M. F, Oliver, RCNR
(now Commander, RCN, and Captain
of the Iroquois). The writer of the
brief account of the storm printed here
is Li.-Cdr. 1. A. McPhee, who is serv-
ing in a NATO appoiniment on the staff
of Admiral Sir Michael Denny, CINC-
EASTLANT. He was then an RCNVR
lieutenant.

N OCTOBER 4, 1944, while escort-
O ing a westbound convoy about 500
miles north of the Azores, HMCS Che-
bogue engaged a U-boat on the surface
and during the action was damaged aft
by an acoustic torpedo.

During the following days (which
some newspapers subsequently de-
scribed as harrowing, but as I recall
were really quite pleasant) the Che-
bogue was taken in tow by a number
of ships, in turn, and finally arrived
in Swansea Bay shortly before noon
on October 11, The ocean tug, which
had taken us in tow south of Ireland,
anchored and the Chebogue continued
to ride at tow while we waited for
permission to enter a dock.

The wind freshened rapidly and
within a matter of minutes 'had al-
most reached hurricane force. The tow
soon parted and both anchors were let
go with all cable paid out, The wind
proved to be too strong and as 1570 power
was available, the Chebogue dragged
anchor for about five miles arnd ended
up in the late afternoon pouriding on
Port Talbot shoals.

I will not attempt to describe the
fury of the storm that struck us. It
was a wild afternoon and the ship was
continually being smothered in seas,
We were finally rescued from our per-
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Anything over 64 knots (73 mph) is o hurricane according to the Beaufort wind scale and it will
be seen from the above chart that the revolving storm which struck the crippled frigate Chebogue more
than fulfilled this requirement. At the peak of the storm, just affer the eye had passed, the wind
rose suddenly to 95 mph (83 knots). As explained in the accompanying account, the three graphs
show wind velocity, wind direction and barometric pressure, the three together presenting a dramatic
picture of o typical hurricane.

ilous position by a very gallant crew
from the Royal Life-Saving Society’s
station at the Mumbles, Glamorgan-
shire, at about 2100 that evening. Mr.
Gammon, the.  coxswain, was subse-
quently awarded the Gold Medal by

and his crew were lost a few years ago
on the same shoal on another life sav-
ing mission.

Reminiscing with Mr. Dight, the Chief
Meteorological Officer, Coastal Com-
mand Headquarters, I mentioned the

the Royal Life-Saving Society for his
heroic efforts and particularly for sav-
ing the life of an officer (the writer)
who was knocked unconscious and fell
between the lifeboat and the ship’s side.
I regret .to add that Cox’n Gammon

Chebogue incidént and he used his good
offices to acquire the accompanying
photostat of the official records of the
storm. As you will see, it is a classic
example of the passage of a storm centre
over a given point.
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The upper graph records wind vel-
ocity vertically in miles per hour against
a time scale across the top. The deadly
calm in the centre of a hurricane
which is followed by winds of increased
force is very clearly indicated.

The centre graph records the direc-
tion of the wind vertically against a
time scale across the top in the way
that the velocities were recorded in the
upper graph. It will be noted that if
the duty opeérator had set the pen di-

reetly on nine o’clock whén he changed .

the paper, the violent wind shift would
be recorded directly under the calm eye
of the storm. )

The bottom graph is, of course, simply
the barograph trace of the same storm.

I have never before seen a record
of a storm presented in this way. While
admitting a personal interest in this
particular incident, I feel it may also
be of interest to other members of the
Service.—I.A.M.

Fond Memory of Wartime
Flapjacks Lingers 11 Years

T IS POSSIBLE that the memory of
wartime food in the Royal Cana-
dian Navy could make a man’s mouth
water for 11 years? An affirmative re-
ply would probably start a lot of people
advising the obvious prevaricator to tell
it to the Marines, but wait . . .

The man who drooled for 11 years
over a Navy dish was a Marine.

The culinary joys of life afloat in
wartime were not many and no excep-
tion is being made here for the pro-
cession of days when red lead and
bacon were served up for breakfast,
when boiled cabbage turned up day
after day at dinner until someone was
smart enough to suggest. that cole slaw
and some of that hoarded mayonnaise
might be. a change, There were mo-
ments of delight, it is true, such as
when all the bread went mouldy and
a red-faced cook had to admit that a
stoker PO had produced tea biscuits”
(stuffed with raisins) which were:
whiter, lighter and sweeter than any
he, the cook, had been able to achieve.

And there was ki, rich, hot, sweet,
made by dumping unmeasured quanti-
.ties of chocolate and sugar into scarcely-
diluted condensed milk. Scalding hot
and served in thick " ¢rockery mugs
around which one could warm one’s
hands, it was something of joy and
beauty—but it would never bring for-
tune to a short order restaurant.

This takes us to a breakfast table in
a little home in England where the man
of the house, week after week and year
after year, for 11 years said something
like this:' \ :

“Maw, why can’t we have flapjack
and sauce like I was served by the
Canadians?”

Around about Shrove Tuesday, it
must have been, things reached a crisis
and the ex-Marine’s wife, Mrs. D. Em-
mony, dashed off a letter to HMCS
Niobe, the Canadian naval establish-
ment in London. It told how her hus-
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band, as a Royal Marine, served in the
Canadian auxiliary cruiser Prince David
in 1944, when that warship was taking
part in invasions all over, the place.
Every morning for breakfast (with
never a complaint of the monotony of
it) he had been served with pancakes
and “sauce”. Where could. she obtain
the recipe?

Tracing action began with the for-
warding of Mrs. Emmony’s request to
the officer - in ~ charge, HMC Supply
School, on the West Coast, with a copy
to the Naval Secretary, Ottawa. An
accompanying comment explained that
the recipe for pancakes contained in the
RCN Recipe Manual had not been sent
“since undoubtedly Mrs. Emmony de-
sires to provide for the needs of an
ordinary household rather than a hun-
dred hungry sailors”.

By coincidence, the man who was the
senior cook in the Prince David in 1944,
CPO William Allan Stockley, of Esqui-
malt, B.C., was senior cookery instructor
and divisional chief petty officer in the
cookery school on the West Coast when
her letter arrived. His recipe for
griddle cakes was sent to Mrs. Emmony
along with that of an alternative sauce
in the event that Canadian maple syrup
is not obtainable in the United King-
dom.

CPO Stockley hopes his private for-
mula will fulfil the request of the
Englishwoman and satisfy the appetite

of her ex-Royal Marine husband. His

batter will make 16 hot cakes.

The cookery chief is now on retire-
ment leave after 20 years in the Navy.
He entered the service in his native
Esquimalt and cooked for sailors in
the destroyers Skeena, Vancouver and
Fraser and thé minesweeper Nootka
before the Second World War. During
the war he also served in the Prince
Robert, a sister ship to the Prince David,
as well as ashore on both coasts.

Since then he has hallaled a skillet
in HMCS Naden, the training establish-
ment where the cookery school is lo-
cated, and in the Cruiser Ontario. His
discharge is due in August. His recipe
follows:

FAMILY-SIZED PANCAKE RECIPE
by CPO W. A. Stockley .

Flour (all purpose) 2 cups
Egg whites 2
Egg yolks 2
Milk (fresh) 11 cups

Shortening or butter 2 tablespoons (melted)
Baking powder 3 teaspoons
Salt 1 teaspoon

Sugar 1 tablespoon

Makes: 16 four-inch cakes.

Sift flour, then measure 2 cups. Combine
all dry ingredients, blend well. Separate
eggs, add yolks only to milk and beat
lightly. -

In a separate container beat egg whites
until they form peaks, but still maintain a
moist appearance.

Now add milk and egg yolk mixture to dry
ingredients, when thoroughly blended add
melted shortening or butter. Lastly fold in,
(do not beat) the egg whites. .

MAPLE SYRUP

(Probébly the sauce referred to in Mrs.
Emmony’s letter.)

The best syrup to use would be a Canadian
maple syrup. In the event this is unobtain-
able in the U.K. the following recipes are
enclosed:

' Heat 1 cup of syrup (similar to Lyles) and
add maple flavouring to taste, or

Boll together for 2 minutes.

1 cup water

2 cups brown sugar

Add a few drops maple flavouring (Maplex)
to taste

Serve hot,

A point of caution in cooking hot calkes:

Hot cakes should not be turned on the
griddle until holes appear and remain on
the uneooked side of the hot cake.

Silent But
So Eloquent

“Another member of the tradition-
ally ‘Silent Service’ has again proved
that, although as a gréup they are
silent about their activities, individu-
ally they are competent speakers.”

These words were used in the ad-
judicator’s sumimary, as Lt.-Cdr. (S)
J. R. Sutherland's speech, “The Golden
Rule”, was judged winner of the Gol-
den Gavel Public Speaking Contest,
held in the Council Chamber, City
idall, Victoria, recently.

For the third consecutive jear a
member of the RCN has wgn the
coveted Golden Gavel. ' '

In 1953 Commissioned Officer, (SB)
R. F. Moxam started the trend. The
tollowing year saw it going to Acting
Sub-Lt. (S) Ross Murray, with his
speech, “The Crown and Canada’.

Lt.-Cdr. (S) Sutherland was pre-

_sented with a miniature Golden Gavel
He is at present serving as training
officer, HMC Supply School, Naden.







seven miles distant.- The -60-pound
pack, deep snow, beaver dams, uneven
ground and an empty stomach try a
man’s soul; also his back and legs.
Then on arrival, with his last ounce
of strength he must construct a shelter
and bunk for the night and get supper.
Fortunately  for those who took the
course in February, a Chinook made
camping and playing trapper not at all
- unpleasant. Course members who were
lucky enough to be with PO Shpt.
George Bell had a most comfortable
camp. If you are forced to survive in
the bush by all means arrange to get
stranded with a cheerful shipwright.

Bewhiskered and filthy dirty from 10
days in the bush, the course was taken
back to Edmonton and flown north in
a C119 to Cambridge Bay on Victoria
Island. Six and a half hours by plane
and six and a half miles on foot from
the bay brought the party to their
camp on a frozen inland lake. There
the Eskimo guides had constructed sev-
eral igloos and these were “home” for
a week. The universal feeling of men
getting into an untenanted igloo for the
first time is that this is the coldest
habitation in the world. Cheer up! It
gets worse.

The next morning,
snow knives and saws, the students
were taught the mysteries of snow-
block cutting, igloo building and that
supreme test of human endurance, the
“fighter trench”. This last device is
made by cutting a shallow trench about
three feet wide in the snow, building
up the sides with two rows of snow
blocks and roofing it over with more
blocks. Each man is required to spend
a night and eat two meals in this shel-
ter. He has a small primus stove and
two hours of fuel to cook with—small
comfort indeed at 55 below.

But all is not lost. After a night in
a fighter trench, the igloo seems like
a cosy refuge for the next five days.
‘Within that shelter you can eat your
emergency rations out of unwashed
dishes (no fuel to melt dishwater), com-
plete with caribou hair from your mitts
and bedding, and dream only of food
and warmth. The great truth of this
phase is, “You won’t be comfortable
in an igloo, but you will survive”.

The members of Labrador returned
to their ship confident that they could
survive in the Arctic in winter and
with a profound respect for the Eskimos
who have lived there for so long.—T.L.J.

¢

Thouahts TlHHile Thawing
in an Ialoo

SURVIVAL rules are unwritten
But many and varied they be;
Pass not a friend-on the trail, '
He may be the next meal for thee.

Never shake hands with a stranger,

At the sight of red meat he may bite.
Live off the land if you have to,

Let others go hungry that night.

Seniority must rule the ration,”
If you’re junior, snatch what yau can;

When you’ve guzzled your share of the chocolate,
Steal more from a thriftier man.

And tell someone else in the morning

To turn out and build up the blaze.
Labour’s for fools and for weaklings

To survive you must eat, drink and laze.

Prey on the women and children,

The injured and chronically ill;
Snatch up the victuals of babies—

They may not survive, but you will.

—P.JEL.
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BEM RECOGNIZES
SEAMAN’S BRAVERY

Her Majesty the Queen has approved
the award of the British Empire Medal
to Able Seaman J. Richard Grenier,
22, of Drummondville, P.Q., for his res-
cue last fall of a boy trapped on a steep
cliff in Quebec City overlooking the St.
Lawrence River. :

Francois Vaillancourt, 12, became
trapped three~quarters of the way up
a treacherous cliff over Toulon Road,
near the Quebec Yacht Club, on Sep-
tember 26. - N

AB Grenier, a naval storesman at
D’Iberville, naval training establishment
in Quebec City, was attracted by a
crowd below the cliff and saw the lad
suspended from a ledge by his fingers.

Grenier got a 150-length of cordage
from the yacht club and scaled the
treacherous shale cliff, reaching young
Vaillancourt as the boy was almost at
the end of his endurance.

The sailor braced himself on a
crumbling ledge and lowered the
youngster to safety by means of a
running loop around the latter’s leg.
Grenier himself was now stranded,
since most of the hand and footholds
he had used on the way up had crum-
bled under his weight and the overhang
of the cliffside above precluded an
ascent, '

He clung to a ledge for an hour
while attempts were made to get help.
Finally, a Sillery policeman, Constable
Leon Sirois, with the aid of bystander
Jean Marie Fradette, lowered a rope
by which the sailor climbed the remain-
ing 50 feet of the cliff. He. was suffer-
ing from bruises about the face and
head and lacerated hands from the
climb and from rocks which had falten
on him during the rescue attempts.

The citation states: “There is no doubt
that the bravery of Able Seaman Gre-
nier was responsible for saving the life
of twelve - year - old Francois Vaillan-
court.” '

The rescue took place immediately
behind Bois de Coulonge, the residence
of Hon. E. Gaspard Fauteux, Lieuten-
ant-Governor of Quebec.

OFFICER HEADS
MOBILE A/S UNIT

. Among recent appointments affecting
the Torpedo Anti-Submarine School at
Stadacona is that of Lieut. Fred Lubin
who has left the First Canadian Mine-
sweeping Squadron to take over new
duties as officer-in-charge of the
school’s Mobile A/S Training Unit
No. 1.
























