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The Cover—Bonaventure, bienvenue! When Canada’s new
aircraft entered her home port of Halifax for the first time fog
blanketed the harbour, but there was sunshine in the welcome of
the thousands, civilian and service, who awaited her arrival. Even
before she reached Canadian shores, the first Canadian-owned
carrier had found a warm spot in Canadian hearts and had been

unofficially re-christened the “Bonnie”—(HS-548973).

LADY OF THE MONTH

A turbulent, mighty river, which rushes
in angry fury through rocky canyons and
then spreads itself out in placid channels
among the lush farmlands of the Lower
Mainland of British Columbia, the Fraser
was first explored to where its muddy
waters pour into the sea just under a
century and a half ago.

The Fraser is not a peaceful river. Even
in its lower siretches, where ocean cargo
vessels ply their trade and where cattle
graze on the flat delta lands, the Fraser
has risen in fury against the intrusion of
man and broken down his dikes and laid
waste his fields.

It is a fighting river and it has given
its name to one of Canada’s newest fighting
ships, the destroyer escort HMCS Fraser,

~commissioned at Esquimalt on June 28.

The motto of the new warship is “Je
suis prét”—“I am ready”. The new war-
ship stands ready to serve Canada at the
instant of the call to arms, just as did the

. first HMCS Fraser, of tragic but honoured

memory. (E-4052)

Negative numbers of RCN photographs
reproduced in The Crowsnest are included
with the caption for the benefit of persons
wishing to obtain prints of the photos.

This they may do by sending an order to
the Naval Secretary, Naval Headquarters,
Ottawa, attention Photographic Section, quot-
ing the negative number of the photograph,
giving the size and finish required, and en-
closing a money order for the full amount,
payable to the Receiver General of Canada.

Sizes, finish and the National Defence
standardized prices, follow:

4 x 5 (or smaller) glossy finish only .. $ .10

62 x 8'% glossy finish only ............ .40
8 x 10 glossy or matte finish .......... .50
11 x 14 matte finish only .............. 1.00
16x2 * et 3.00
20 x 24 “ e 4.00
30 x 40 “ ¢ it 8.00

SUBSCRIPTION RATE

The Crowsnest may be sub-
seribed for at the rate of $1 for
12 issues. Orders, accompanied by
cheque or money order made to
the Receiver General of Canada,
should be sent to:

THE QUEEN'’S PRINTER,

Department of Public Printing

and Stationery,

Ottawa, Ont,

Communications, other than those
relating to subscriptions, should
be addressed to:
EDITOR,
“The Crowsnest”
Naval Headquarters,
Ottawa, Ont,

Authorized as Second Class Mail, Post Office Department, Ottawa.
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RETURN CURRENT BENEATH GULF STREAM.

Survey Dicloses Flow of Cool Water from Arctic

OW DEEP is the Gulf Stream?

Is there a counter-current flow-
ing beneath it carrying cooler water
to the tropics?

Techniques and apparatus, which do
for deep water what radiosonde bal-
loons have done for the upper atmos-
phere have been developed by Dr. J.
C. Swallow, of Britain’s National In-
stitute of Oceanography, and were suc-
cessfully utilized by the Royal Research
Ship Discovery II, which returned to
Plymouth at the end of April after
three months of carrying out measure-
ments of deep ocean currents.

The results of the expedition are
discussed in a bulletin issued by the
Admiralty following the.ship’s return.

It is more than 100 years since the
presence of cold water at the bottom
of the tropical oceans showed deep un-
dercurrents, from the polar regions,
and some time since growing interest
brought an outline picture of worldwide
circulation, but it is only recently that
deep currents have had the same interest
for marine scientists as upper-air winds
for meteorologists. To measure them
was a difficult problem, and progress
using current meters lowered from
ships anchored in deep water has been
very slow. It was clear that little
progress would be made till there was
a submarine counterpart to the meteor-
ologists’ upper-air balloon, and it would
have to signal its movements by acous-

tic methods because we cannot look.

down into the ocean.

The first attempts used an acoustic
transmitter sinking very slowly under
a string of parachutes, but this proved
too difficult, and Dr. Swallow hit on
the much more practical idea of using
a transmitter carried by a container
which is made to sink to a predeter-
mined depth where it will drift along
with the water. He used aluminium
scaffold tubing closed at the ends; this
makes containers which are less com-
pressible than seawater, and if loaded
heavily enough to sink at the surface
they gain buoyancy as they go down.
The depth at which they will float can
be arranged within narrow limits.

Having made the floats drift along
with the water sending out sound pulses
which can be picked up by hydrophones
in a surface ship up to distances of

several miles in fairly bad weather, the’

chief technical difficulties are solved.
With the help of navigational aids, echo
sounding, anchored marker buoys and
radar, the deep floats can be tracked
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closely enough to show the deep tides
and currents. It is. not an easy rou-
tine, but demands close attention,
watchfulness and co-operation between
all engaged. in the measurements and
the handling of the ship.

The technique was developed in the
National Institute of Oceanography and
the Royal Research Ship Discovery II,
and it cannot be used to full effect till
it is more widely adopted and used in
the most rewarding circumstances. Till
a few months ago the Discovery II had
followed 12 floats for several days at
different depths in several parts of the
eastern North Atlantic Ocean, as much
of the work as possible being done in
co-operation with other marine labora-
tories. The measurements are a con-
siderable addition to our knowledge of
the sea and the technique was improved
till it could be used in all but the wbrst
weather.

Progress in the theory of oceanic cir-
culation is fastest in the U.S.A. A
number of young scientists, stimulated
in dynamic meteorology and working
together, are taking realistic account
of the drag of the prevailing winds,
the effect of the earth’s rotation, the
density layering of the oceans and the
frictional forces which can transfer and
dissipate energy. Dr. H. Stommel of
the Woods Hole -Oceanographic Insti-
tution, Woods Hole, Massachusetts, one
of the most active workers, has cam-
paigned for measurements of the water
movements at great depths below the
Gulf Stream. He maintains that there
should be a considerable southward
movement.” This was implied in his
two-layer theory of the ocean; it might
explain why the Brazil Current in the
South Atlantic Ocean is so weak com-
pared with the Gulf Stream in the
North Atlantic Ocean. He was “out on
a limb” till someone made the measure-
ments, and discussions across the At-
lantic Ocean left little doubt that this
was the most productive area and prob-
lem into which the new technique
should be extended.

The National Institute of Oceanog-
raphy could not have sent the RRS
Discovery II across the Atlantic Ocean
without generous help from the Woods
Hole Laboratory, and the work would
not have been effective if their research
vessel Atlantis had not been there to
carry .out close measurements and
sampling of the water,. from surface
to bottom, along representative lines

across the area under investigation.
These observations allow the construc-
tion of isobaric charts for the sea like
those in weather reports, and such
charts can be used to calculate the
water movements if some initial as-
sumptions can be checked by direct
measurements.

Everything pointed to the existence
of little or no horizontal movement at
a depth of 5,000 to 6,000 feet, with
northward movements above and south-
ward movements below, but till this
joint operation was undertaken there
was no certainty as to what would be
found, and no one could guess at the
speed of the deep  southward move-
ment if it really was there. It was
shown to be there: the Gulf Stream
was strong to the north near the sur-
face. There was little or no movement
between 4,500 and 6,000 feet and three
floats followed at 8,200 feet and four
at 9,200 feet went south. One of the
deepest did one~third knot steadily,
travelling 23 miles in 66 hours. Photo-
graphs of the deflection of a ball sus-
pended by string from a compass only
18 inches above the bottom still showed
an appreciable southward movement.

It is clear that no attempt to under-
stand the surface currents and their
variations could be complete without
full account of such massive move-
ments at great depth. It will be some
time before the observed currents’ den-
sity and pressure distributions can be
fully considered, but there is no doubt
that this collaboration between the
British and U.S. laboratories is a land-
mark in Marine Science. The com-
parison between direct measurements
and conclusions based on density dis-
tributions will add greatly to the value
of much work of this nature which
is to be done in the International Geo-
physical Year.

The Discovery II recorded waves 50

‘feet high on three days during the

first two weeks outwardbound in early
February. On the return voyage she
made detailed temperature observations
and water analyses from surface to
bottom along a northern route. Dr,
Swallow is returning to the United
States to measure deep currents in the
Pacifle Ocean. The work will be done
from research ships of the Scripps In-
stitution of Oceanography, University
of California; the National Institute of
Oceanography . is providing the equip-
ment. :






numbers up the coast of British Colum-
bia to their breeding grounds in the
Pribiloff Islands.

In practice we seldom. saw more than
a dozen or so at a time in little groups
anywhere near the coast! However,
part of the duties was to inspect skins
held by buyers prior to disposal to
dealers. I have seen piles of skins at

Ucluelet, Clayoquot, and Nootka, but

never had a satisfactory explanation of
how they were caught!

The Armentieres came around from
the East Coast in 1919 in company with
the Staducona. The latter vessel sub-
sequently had a varied career as a rum-
runner and private yacht. On arrival
in Esquimalt, the Armentieres and
Thiepval were fitted out to make them
more suitable for {raining ships. A
captain’s cabin was built abaft the
wheelhouse, and two cabins built in
below the upper deck.

Training of RCNVR personnel was a
continuous occupation of these little
ships and though not ideal for the pur-
pose, there must be hundreds of officers
and men who got their first experience
of steering, heaving the lead, and man-
ning the seaboat in the Armentieres and
Thiepval in the 1920s and ’30s.

The Thiepval was lost on February
27, 1930, when she struck an uncharted
rock in the channel in Barkley Sound
which now bears her name,

When I joined the Armentieres in
1930, the West Coast Squadron of the
Royal Canadian Navy consisted of two
ships—Armentieres and Vancouver, the
latter an ex-RN destroyer launched in
- 1918. Esquimalt Harbour was then a
delightfully peaceful and beautiful
place, with the village of 50 houses
45 of which were pulled down in 1941

to make room for the growing dock-
yard. There was even a ‘“‘pub” called
“The Bucket of Blood” down at the
water’s edge. I never was certain that
that was its proper. name or just a
nick-name. Now Esquimalt Harbour is
lined with wharves and jetties at which
lie ships, huge and very different from
those of 1930.

In my drawing I have depicted the
Armentieres in 1937 taking a Modified
Pattern Six target in tow. This was
a frequent duty for which she was well
fitted.

The Armentieres’ duties were many
and varied so that I often think of her
as the #Cinderella of the Fleet”. We
performed the menial tasks which the
very superior destroyers, with their
guns and torpedoes could not or would
not do. However, like Cinderella, we
had our hour or two of glory, for on
more than one occasion the Armentieres
was the vice-regal yacht! His Honour
fhe Lieutenant Governor of British
Columbia flew his flag once to go to
Vancouver, and another time to go to
Alert Bay.

We had a bishop as a passenger on
one occasion. We took Rear-Admiral
Walter Hose on his last inspection trip
before he retired as Chief of the Naval
Staff in 1933.

In 1935 the Armentieres acted as a
hydrographic surveying ship, embark-
ing two surveyors and a boat’s crew
from CGS Wm. J. Stewart during the
survey of the west coast of the Queen
Charlotte Islands, one result of which
is a channel named after the ship and
a cove named after the commanding
officer.

One of the most interesting and con-
structive jobs a naval vessel could be
called upon to do—apart from Hydro-
graphic Surveying (my opinion) — fell

to the lot of the Armentieres during
the years immediately preceding the
Second World War. That was, to as-
sist the officials of the Pacific Bio-
logical Station at Nanaimo in their
oceanographic work. Our part was to
take J. P. Tully, and an assistant out
to sea while they lowered mysterious
apparatus to depths as great as 400
fathoms to obtain data about the sea
water. Our minesweeping winch was
used in this operation, which was rather
like using a bulldozer to do a sewing
machine’s job.

This oceanographic work, begun in
1935, and which took the Armentieres
on several occasions a hundred miles
off the B.C. coast, was the beginning
of what has developed into a world-~
wide operation and has placed Canada
in the forefront of the nations in this
branch of scientific research.

The last war duties of the Armen-
tieres were the Examination Service
and Minesweeping, In order to en-
hance the efficiency of the minesweep-
ing gear she suffered the indignity of
having her stern trimmed, giving her
a deformed appearance aft!

When the war was over the Armen-
tieres was placed on the disposal list
and swung around an anchor for a
few years until bought by the Coastal
Towing Company of Vancouver. They
put a new Yarrow boiler in her, and
two winches, and generally changed
her around, and employed her towing
logs and scows about the West Coast.
In my drawing I have depicted her
taking a Davis Raft in tow.

In a recent letter from her owners
they tell me they intend converting her
to a freighter with Diesel power. It
seems that this 40 - year - old veteran
will be going strong for quite a while
yet!' —H.W.S.S.

1957 — 20 Years later — ARMENT!ERESMMSNCH a new lease of life as a fag,.
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Qualifying Service
in the Forces

. REASON FOR RELEASE

" Gratuity or Pension
Payable

Less than 10 years

(1) Having reached age limit for rank,

(2) Services no longér required by reason of reduction in establishment.

(3) To promote economy or efficiency,

(4) Being physically or mentally unfit to perform his duties as a member
of the forces.

A gratuity equal to one month’s pay and
allowances {or each year of service.

10 years or upwards

By reason of ineffciency in performance of his duties,

One-half the pension which could have been
paid until age 65 and thereafter two-
thirds of normal pension,

By reason of misconduct.

If approved by Treasury Board one-half the
pension which normally would have been
paid until age 65 and thereafter two-thirds
of normal pension.

10 years but less than

20 years

(1) Having reached age limit {or rank,

A pension reduced by one per cent for each
complete year by which the number of
years service in the regular forces is less
than 20 years,

(2) Services no longer required by reason of reduction in establishment,

(3)- To promote economy or efficiency.

Pension shall be reduced by one-third until
he attains the age of 65 years.

(4) Being physically or mentally unfit to perform his duties as a member
of the regular forces.

An annual pension,

Having served on active service during war which

commenced
10 September, 1939 and who was not a member of the regular
forces on 1 June, 1944 but became a member of the regular {forces
on or before 31 December, 1948 and is released by reason of:

(1) Having reached age limit for rank.

(2) Services being no longer required by reason of reduction in establish-
ment.

(3) To promote economy or efficiency.

(4) Being physically or mentally unfit to perform his duties as a member
of the regular forces.

An annual pension.

20 years or more

(lg Having reached age limit {or rank.

Services no longer required by reason of reduction in establishment,
(3) To promote economy or efficiency.

(4) Physically or mentally unfit.

An annual pension.

VOLUNTARY RELEASE

Qualifying Service
in the Forces

REASON FOR RELEASE

Pension or Gratuity

20 years but less than

25 years

MEN ONLY

Who are released at own request otherwise than by reason of misconduct
at the end of a period of engagement or re-engagement.

An annual pension reduced by five percentum
for each complete year by which his
period of service in the regular forces
is less than 25 years.

25 years or upwards

MEN ONLY

Who are released at own request otherwise than by reason of misconduct
at the end of a period of engagement or re-engagement,

An annual pension

At any time other
than as above stated

ANY CONTRIBUTOR

Any reason

A gratuity in an amount equal to contri-
butions without interest if the contributor
is not eligible to receive an annual pension
or gratuity under any other section of
this Part.

The annual pension granted is one-

pensionable time not exceeding 35

fiftieth of the average annual pay and
allowances received by the contributor
during the last six years of his service,
multiplied by the number of years of

years.

A pensioner who, subsequent to re-
lease, is appointed to or enrolled on
continuous full-time paid service of one

year or more in the regular forces, in
the reserve or auxiliary force of the
Navy, Army or Air Forces of Canada,
may elect in writing within one year
of the commencement of the full-time
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Ceremonies Mark
Canada’s Birthday

Canada’s 90th anniversary as a
self-governing dominion in the British
Empire was observed with special
ceremonies on Monday, July 1, at the
NATO headquarters of Admiral Jerauld
Wright, USN, NATQ’s Supreme Allied
Commander Atlantic at Norfolk, Vir-
ginia.

The Dominion Day anniversary was
observed during morning colours at
8 a.m. when the flags of the 15 NATO
nations were hoisted at the Allied Com-
mand Atlantic Headquarters.

The ceremonies included renditions of
the national anthems of the United
States and Canada, and the parading
of the U.S. Marine Corps Honour Guard.

Captain C. P. Nixon, RCN, Assistant
Chief of Staff for Personnel and Ad-
ministration, presented his country’s
colours to the U,S. Marine Corps Colour
Guard for hoisting with the other flags.

Veterans’ Group
Urges Support

The wider the support a veterans’
organization receives from former mem-
bers of the armed services, the greater

OFFICERS AND MEN

is its potential for serving the com-
munity and the country at large,

This point is made in a communica-
tion from the White Ensign Branch of
the Canadian Legion in Halifax, as
follows:

“Not so long ago the editors of The
Crowsnest very generously offered {o
make space in that excellent publica-
tion for reports of activities of any or
all of the naval veterans’ organizations
from coast to coast in Canada,

“We of the White Ensign Branch of
the Canadian Legion in Halifax are
deeply grateful for ihis kindness and
wish that we could write a glowing
description of our community work
such as juvenile sports, playgrounds,
supervised dances for teen-agers, out-
ings for older or shut-in veterans—or
that we are sponsoring a scholarship
for deserving children within the com-
munity.

“These are just a few of the projects
we could and would achieve if we had
the membership of all those eligible
within this community and this item
is an appeal to those who are eligible
to come forward and join our ranks.

“Fligibility for membership requires
that you must have been honourably

Sireet Name Pays
Homage to Ship

Halifax, N.S,, already a city steeped
in history and tradition, has named
a street afier one of the most famous
ships of the Second World War,

The street has been named Jervis
Street after the Jervis Bay, an armed
merchant cruiser that waged a suicide
battle with the German pocket battle-
ship Admiral Scheer in November,
1940, 'The Jervis Bay’s valiant action
saved all but five of her 47-ship con-
voy from certain destruction.

discharged from service in any of Her
Majesty’s Naval Forces or the Merchant
Navy and membership entitles you to
play an active part in the projects men-
tioned above and, perhaps most im-
portant of all, to ensure that proper
attention shall be paid to the welfare
of all who have served and the wel-
fare of their dependents and to see to
the maintenance and comfort of those
who require special treatment, particu-
larly the disabled, sick, aged and needy,
and to promote the welfare of their
dependents.

“Membership fee is but $5 a year and
this includes a subscription to The

"HALF-YEARLY PROMOTIONS LIST

The names of 20 officers are con-
tained in the half-yearly promotions
list of the Royal Canadian Navy. The
regular force is represented by 14 mem-~
bers and the Royal Canadian Navy
(Reserve) by six. The list of those
promoted follows:

ROYAL CANADIAN NAVY
To Commander (7)

Lt.-Cdr. William Bremner, formerly
Executive Officer of Magnificent.

Lt.-Cdr. Kenneth E. Grant, on the
staff of the Director of Torpedo Anti-
Supbmarine ahd Mine Warfare, Naval
Headquarters.

Lt.-Cdr. E. Maurice Chadwick, Staff
Officer (Plans and Coastal Defence) to
the Flag Officer Pacific Coast.

Lt.-Cdr. Robin B. Hayward, Com-
manding Officer, Algondguin (destroyer
escort).

Lt.-Cdr. G. Raymond Smith, Assist-
ant Director of Personnel (Officers),
Naval Headquarters. :

Lt.~Cdr, D. H. Patrick Ryan, on the
staff of the Director of Naval Aviation,
Naval Headquarters.

Lt.-Cdr. W. Henry Fearon, on the
staff of the Director of Naval Aviation,
Naval Headquarters.

To Captain (E) (1)

Cdr. (E) Frank Harley, Command-
ing Officer, Cape Breton.
To Commander (E) (2)

Lt.-Cdr. (E) Ernest S. Baker, on the
staff of the Supreme Allied Commandér
Atlantic, Norfolk, Va.

Lt~Cdr. (E) Victor ‘F. O’Connor,
formerly Senior Engineer Officer in
Magnificent.

To Commander (L) (2)

Lt.-Cdr. (L) Frederick C. Palmer,
Deputy Manager Electrical Engineering,
HMC Dockyard, Esquimalt, B.C.

Lt.-Cdr. (L) William B. Christie,
Deputy Electrical Officer, Bonaventure.
To Chaplain Class IV (P) (1N

Chaplain Class III (P) Frederick H.
Godfrey, Naden, RCN barracks at Es-
quimalt. '

To Commander (S) (1)

Acting Cdr. (8) James W. Thomson,
Officer-in-Charge, Aviation Supply De-
pot, RCN Air Station, Dartmouth, N.S.

ROYAL CANADIAN NAVY
(RESERVE)
To Commander (3)

Lt.-Cdr. John M. Robertson, Carleton,
Ottawa.

Acting Commander Leonard J. D.
Garrett, Executive Officer, Nonsuch, Ed-
monton. ‘

Lt-Cdr. Charles H. Aharan, Com-
manding Officer, TUniversity Naval
Training Division, University of West-
ern Ontario.

To Commander (E) (1) o

Lt.~-Cdr. (E) Peter F, Barr, Discovery,
Vancouver.

To Captain (S) (1)

Cdr. (S) Garnet A. MacLachlan,
Prevost, London, Ont.

To Acting Commander (S) (1)

Lt.-Cdr. (S) Frederick J. Edwards,
Star, Hamilton.
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Legionary. Any previous member who
has allowed his membership to lapse
will be reinstated for $1. Further in-

formation may be obtained by writing -

or telephoning the officials listed be-
low:

“President: Stanley Armstrong, 13
Hunter Street, Halifax, 'phone 4-9164;
secretary~treasurer: John E. Mobley, 6
Mountain Road, Halifax, ’phone 5-9423;
vice-president and membership com-
mittee chairman: W. L. Saul, 4 Green
Street, Dartmouth, 'phone 6-3026.”

Sioux Assigned to
East Coast Fleet

After 12 years’ service in the Pacific
‘Command, the veteran destroyer HMCS
Sioux left Esquimalt on July 2 for the
East Coast to Jom the Atlantic- Com-
mand.

Under -the command of Cdr. Peter
Godwin Chance, the Sioux sailed by
way of the Panama Canal and was due
at her new base on August 5. »

Most of the ship’s company were to
leave the ship in Halifax to join HMCS
Margaree, the new anti-submarine de-
stroyer escort commissioning at Halifax
this fall. They will sail her to Esqui-
malt where she will join the  Pacific
Command.

The Sioux was built in 1943 for the
Royal Navy by J. Samuel White and
Company, Limited, Cowes, England, and
transferred to the Royal Canadian Navy
on March 5, 1944. Although named
after a famous Indian tribe, the Sioux
is not a Tribal Class destroyer but a
Fleet “V” Class.

During the war years, the -Sioux
served in many theatres of operations
and saw nurherous engagements with
enemy units, particularly off the Nor-
wegian coast.and in. the English Chan-
nel.

Arr1v1ng at Esqulmalt in late Decem-
ber 1945 she was pa1d off into the Re-
serve Fleet and remained there until
she was commissioned again in Janu-
ary 1950, During hér period of inac~-
tivity 'she was converted and modern-
ized to become the ‘first Canadian ship
to be- fitted - with’bunks in’ place of the
conventional hammocks.

In July 1950 the Sioux, in company
with the Tribal Class destroyers ‘Cayuga
and Athabaskan, sailed from Esqulmalt
for the Korean war zone. *

She served two toqrs (18 months)
under the command of Cdr. (new Cap-
tain) Paul D. Taylor. She sailed on her
third tour on November 7, 1954, under
the ‘command of Cdr. A. H, Rankin.

The Sioux was the last ship to return
from the.Far East and duty with the
United Nations forces. - She returned
to Esquimalt in September 1955.
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During the period she spent in the
Far East, the Sioux established an en-
viable record with the United Nations
Naval Forces in Korean waters.

Following her return from the Far
East, the Sioux was employed on train-
ing duties in the Pacific Command as
a unit of the Second Canadian Escort
Squadron. She was also one of the
ships representing Canada at the Cor-
ondtion of Her Majesty Queen Eliza-
beth in June 1953.

F. A. Price Heads
Naval Officers

The 12th annual general meeting of
the Naval Officers’ Associations of Can-
ada was held at the end of May with
sessions at Naden and Royal Roads.
Chairman of the meeting was F. A.
Price (Captain RCN(R)) (Ret’d), of
Quebec City, who was elected president
of the national body.

. The honorary president is Rear-Ad-
miral Walter Hose, of Windsor, and the
honorary counsel, R. C. Merriam of
Ottawa. Regional vice-presidents are:
Maritimes. Douglas. Martin, of . Saint

John; Quehec, C. J. Angus, of Ottawa;

Ontario, N. W. Simpson, of Toronto;
Prairies, J. J. Boyd, of Winnipeg, and
West Coast, G. C. Dixon, Victoria. W.
R. Inman, of Ottawa, is vice-president,
reserves. H. McClymont, of Ottawa,
was reappointed secretary-treasurer.
The charter of the Naval Officer As-
sociation of Halifax was surrendered
and a fresh charter was issued to a
new organization, which has adopted

the name of the Naval Officers’ Asso-.

ciation of Nova Scotia. The president
of the new group is H. R. MacDonald,
and the secretary is N. J. Magnusson.
The meeting acceptéd a report of a
special investigating committee, which
has been at work for the past year
enquiring into the - organization and
chief points of this report were:

(a) Changing the name of the na-
tional organization by deleting
the words . “Dominion Council”
and when supplementary letters
patent are issued by the Secre-
tary of State the Naval Officers’
Associations of Canada will be
the continuing name.

(D) The Naval Defence Conference,

* which was a standing. committee
of the NOAC, was disbanded and
in its place three standing com-
mittees ‘were named:

Naval information committee,
chalrman F. C. Aggett, Toronto;

Reserve liaison- committee,
chalrman, R. P. White, Ottawa;

Technical  committee, chair-
man, E. S. Brand, Ottawa. ' .

It was agreed to provide cash prizes
of $50, $25 and $10 to the winners of
first, second and third awards given for
the Naval Photographic Salon.

‘It was decided to hold the 13th An-
nual Meeting in Saint John, N.B., on
June 5, 6 and 7, 1958,

Resolutions were adopted recom-
mending that service pensions be in-
creased to assist pensioners to meet the
increasing cost of living, that the “over-
seas service requirement” for veterans’
benefits such as medical care be moder-
ated, and that the Minister of National
Defence be requested to give considera-
tion to the increasing of the clothing
allowance to serving officers in Naval
Reserve Divisions. .

Stadacona Course

Teaches Teachers

Class A-46 is the first of the Instruc-
tional Technique Classes, Educational
Training School, Stadacona, to be men-
tioned in The Crowsnest, but it has
been preceded by many classes, whose
members deserve credit for the valu-
able service which they have performed
as instructors in the various schools of
the Atlantic Command.

Instructional technique began to de-
velop following the Second World War
from a realization of the value of “bet-
ter teaching” in RCN schools. A two-
week “A” course evolved, and for a
short time a one-week “B” course was
also given. .

The present Instructional Technique
Course was initiated last August, when
the two-week course was expanded to
three weeks. The course is available
to all personnel concerned with instruc-
tion in RCN schools of the Atlantic
Command, as well as personnel taklng
their Trade Group IV. Course.

The syllabus includes consideration
of basic teaching principles and their
application to RCN instructing, subject
matter analysis, lesson outlining and
planning, the design, construction and
utilization of tralmng aids, and testing
techniques.

Five practice teachmg lessons are
given by each student, and evaluated
by a course officer and class members
who comment on the lesson’s effective-
ness after its delivery. These comments
help the student instructor to realize
his good and his poor tendencies so
that he can retain and strengthen the
former, and modify ‘or ellmlnate the
latter.

Graduates of Instructional Technique
return to their various schools with in-
creased confidencé in their ability  to
organize and present subject matter
well, For them, it is a personal ‘achieve-
ment, and for the RCN tramlng pro-
gram a step forward.


















. COMMISSIONING OF THE SECOND FRASER

New Destrbyer Escort Joins West Coast Fleet

at Yarrows Ltd, Esquimalt, on
June 28 as the second of the new de-
stroyer escorts to join the fleet on the

HMCS FRASER was commissioned

.- West Coast and the sixth of the class

to be commissioned.

Guest of honour at the ceremony was
the Lieutenant-Governor of the Prov-
ince of British.Columbia, the Hon. F.
M. Ross, CMG, MC. During the cere-
mony, which included official accept-
ance of the ship for the RCN by Cap-
tain (L) J. Deane, Assistant Chief of
Naval Technical Services, addresses
were given by Mr. Ross, H. A, Wallace,
managing director of Yarrows, Rear-
- Admiral H. F. Pulien, Flag Officer Pa-

cific Coast, and by Captain (E) Erik
Revfem, Principal Naval Overseer,
West Coast.

The. commissioning services were con-
ducted by Chaplain (P) H. R. Pike, and
by Chaplain (RC) J. T. Farrell.

Over 300 guests were present for the
ceremony which was held on Govern-

~ment Jetty. The ship was berthed
pointing shoreward and in consequence
presented a splendid sight to the guests
who approached down the jetty from

Naden on a sunny but breezy summer

afternoon.

When the ship had been manned and
the captain, Cdr. R. Phillips, had been
piped aboard, the guest of honour was
received and proceeded to the captain’s
cabin where he signed the  visitor’s
book. The remainder of the guests

who wished, then toured the ship, con--

ducted by the ship’s officers. After the
tour a reception was held on the quar-
terdeck,"

By 1930 that same evening the ship
had been moved across the harbour to
“A” Jetty in HMC Dockyard, the latest
member of the Royal Canadian Navy.

The new Fraser is the second of her
name to serve in the Royal Canadian
Navy. )

The first Fraser was one of two de-
stroyers acquired from the British Ad-
miralty by the RCN to replace two
over-age destroyers, the Champlain and
Vancouver. One, the Cygnet, was to
become HMCS St. Laurent, while the
other, the Crescent, was renamed HMCS
Fraser.

The two warships were commissioned
into the RCN on February 17, 1937.
Captain (later Rear-Admiral) V. G.
Brodeur was the Fraser’s first com-
manding officer. The destroyers sailed
for Candda from Portland, Dorset, on
March 12, of the same year. The
Fraser went to Esquimalt, where she
arrived on May 3, while the St. Laurent
joined the RCN ships on the East Coast.

For the few remaining pre-war years,
the Fraser carried out a ‘busy schedule
of training cruises. In the early months
of 1938 she sailed south to join Hali-
fax-based units at Panama for a cruise
down the west coast of South America.
A year later, under her third and last
commanding officer, Commander (later
Rear-Admiral) W. B. Creery, she sailed
with other Pacific coast units through
the Panama Canal to join with ships
from Halifax for exercises in West
Indies waters.

Other activities of the Fraser in-
cluded the embarkation of Lord
Tweedsmuir, Governor General of Can-
ada, during his 1937 visit to British
Columbia; participation in the escort
of President Roosevelt during his visit
to the province in September of the
same year, and in the four-destroyer
escort of Their Majesties King George
VI and Queen Elizabeth for their cross-
ing from Vancouver to Victoria in May
1939 during the Royal Visit.

A little over three months later, Can~
ada was at war. On August 31, four
destroyers, the Fraser, Ottawa, St. Lau-
rent and Restigouche, lay at anchor
just off Coal Harbour in Vancouver
where they were to take part in cele-
brations for the city’s annual exhi-

.bition.

The same day, a message was re-
celved from Naval Service Headquar-
ters at Ottawa ordering the Fraser-and
St. Laurent to Halifax. The ships were
rapidly prepared. One hour and 49
minutes after orders had been received,
the destroyers were steaming at high
speed for the Panama Canal and the
East Coast.

The Fraser arrived :in Halifax Sep-
tember 14 and the St. Laurent followed
a day later.

Joining the Halifax force, the Fraser
spent the next few months on convoy
duties. In March, 1940, the ship was
ordered south to join the Jamaica force
in the Caribbean where allied warships
had been bottling up German merchant
shipping caught in that area by the war.
In the latter part of May 1940 the
Fraser was one of the Canadian de-
stroyers sent overseas to assist in the
defence of Britain against threatened
invasion,

Following her arrival, she was as-
signed mainly to convoy duties, in-
cluding the escort of troopships car-
rying Canadian soldiers to the United
Kingdom.

On June 21, the day Hitler imposed
the armistice at Compiegne, the Fraser
was dispatched to assist in the evacua-
tion of St. Jean de Luz, a small town
on the Bay of Biscay coast near the
Franco-Spanish border and one of the
last outlets for refugees attempting to
leave the continent.
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On the evening of June 22, she car-
ried out anti-submarine patrols in the
bay off the town, and later helped cover
the vessels arriving to embark the re-
fugees. At dawn on June 23, she was
ordered northwards to Arcachon, on
the Biscay coast southwest of Bordeaux.
Her commanding officer carried two
secret hand messages: one addressed
to Sir Ronald Campbell, the British
ambassador to France, and the other
to Admiral Darlan., It was believed
Sir Ronald was in Arcachon at the
time.

As she approached the coastal town,
the Fraser sighted a small sardine boat
tossing in the rainswept waves, When
she came alongside, it was found the
boat was carrying the British ambassa~
dor, the Canadian minister to France
(Lt.-Col. Georges P. Vanier), and the
South African minister to France, as
well as naval military and air attachés.

The refugees were embarked and the
two secret messages handed to Sir Ron-
ald. It has been the intention that one
of Sir Ronald’s staff should take the

message to Admiral Darlan "and then
seek to escape to safety over the Fran-
co-Spanish border, but, when Sir Ron-
ald read the message for Admiral
Darlan, hé decided it was too late for
the message to be of any use, and the
Fraser returned to St. Jean de Lug,
where the rescued diplomatic personnel
were transferred to the British cruiser
Galatea.

At St. Jean de Luz, the evacuation
continued smoothly and efficiently and
by 1250 on June 25 the evacuation was
practically complete. The last war-
ships in the harbour were the Fraser,
another Canadian destroyer, the Resti-
gouche, and the British cruiser Cal-
cutta. When they stood out to sea
shortly after, the Fraser had embarked
five officers and 33 men of the Royal
Navy, one British army officer, one
French naval officer and four Polish
seamen.

The Fraser was never to reach her
destination for, late that same night,
June 25, she was in collision with the

Calcutta while the ships were forming
into line ahead 12 miles due west of
Pointe de la Courbe light at the Gironde
River mouth.

The Fraser went to the bottom in the
early hours of June 26—Canada’s first
naval loss of the Second World War,
Rescue eflorts by the Restigouche and
the Calcutta, and by the officers and
men of the Fraser themselves, saved
many, but 45 of her ship’s company
were lost. Most of those who survived
went down four months later, on, Oc-
tober 23, with HMCS Margaree. In
addition to those of the Fraser’s ship’s
company, 19 of the 33 men of the Royal
Navy evacuated from St. Jean de Luz
were lost.

It was a tragic end for HMCS Fraser
and the men who lost their lives, but
in her few years as an active unit of
the RCN the Fraser had upheld the
highest traditions of the fleet.

To her successor she left the battle
honour:

“Atlantic 1939-40.”

CHICAGO VISIT THRILLS RESERVISTS

‘Windy City’ Extends Wholehearted Reception

SK ALMOST any of the 400 offi-
A cers and men of the permanent
and reserve force what they remember
most about their July 1 visit to Chicago
and chances are they’ll tell you three
things stand out in their minds: (a)
the size of Chicago and its picture-
postcard skyline; (b) the Windy City’s
beautiful girls and (c) the day that
Rear-Admiral K. F. Adams’ crisp white
uniform was covered in soot at an of-
ficial function.

When the three ships arrived for their
official visit to be guests of honour at
the Chicagoland Fair over the Canada
Day holiday, they were besieged with
invitations to do almost everything
from enjoy a whopping steak dinner,
Chicago style, to seeing the Chicago
Cubs defeat Brooklyn Dodgers at Wrig-
ley Park. This included visits of a
cultural and scientific nature to the big
Chicago Museum of Science and In-
dustry to the less cultural but perhaps
more salty visits to some of Chicago’s
night spots, with which the city is well
endowed.

The arrival set the pace for the
four-day visit of the three Algerines.
As the ships moved in line ahead
around a breakwater and headed in
to their berth at mile-long Navy Pier,
about 135 yachts from seven Chicago
yacht clubs blared a welcome and

formed a marine path through which
the Canadian warships treaded a gin-
gery course. It is not surprising that
foc’sle parties were somewhat distracted
since every yacht from the smallest
outboard to the largest 110 foot cruiser
had as crew members jill-tars (civvie
style) wearing the newest creations in
bathing suits, not excepting the Chicago
version of bikinis so short they were
called “biks”.

Once secured the official party came
aboard the flagship of the escort squad-
ron, the Sault Ste. Marie, in which
Rear-Admiral Adams was wearing his
flag. It was aboard her during the
period in which official greetings were
being extended to the Canadians by
representatives of the State, civic, mili-
tary and other dignitaries that Ad-
miral Adams was drenched in rich
black soot. “Soo0” was the offender
as a blast of soot belched out of the
stack and somehow singled out FOND
as the recipient.

Officers were not surprised when it
was later suggested that for official
functions that day WNo. 15s would be
acceptable.

The ships were swarming with people
in no time and invitations were handed
out thick and fast. Tours were organ-
ized. People invited young Canadian
seamen to their homes for meals and

swims and dances and parties. The
tars were guests of radio and TV pro-
grams. As a matter of fact Admiral
Adams, who is a high officer in the
Township of Lynden’s Horse Show, re-
ceived what was perhaps a bigger plug
for the forthcoming event than any
other similar horse show has received.
It was mentioned several times on the
coast-to-coast U.S.  show “Breakfast
Club”, not only by the emcee but by
Admiral Adams as well.

On the holiday evening several hun-
dred former Canadians were guests on
board the three ships and the Canadian
consulate staff at an “at home” and
that, of course; lead to more parties
and dinners and tours.

Meantime the sailors had gone up-
town and were allowed in theatres free,
were given meals free, some received
reduced fares in taxis, and others
visited some of the famous lounges
and entertainment spots, where in many
cases everything was on the house. In
true Canadian naval style on the sec-
ond day it was not uncommon to see
several Canadian tars riding about in
late model cars—there was a marked
preference for convertibles and hard-
tops—these autos being piloted by gor-
geous members of Chicago’s distaff set.

By the way, some sailors saw the
fair—W.J.H.
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AFLOAT AND ASHORE

PACIFIC COMMAND

HMCS New Glasgow

A large sized birthday cake, 48 brass
machine nuts and a frigate rolling
heavily in the blue Pacific combined
with the best wishes of a ship’s com-
pany to make a perfect day for a grand
sailor and shipmate.

CPO TFrank Galley, - chief ERA in
the New Glasgow, celebrated his 48th
birthday May 16, while the ship was
steaming for Pearl Harbour in the
Hawalian Islands in company with the
Sussexvale and Ste. Therese.

The New Glasgow’s head chef, PO
Don Cambridge, arranged the surprise
proceedings which took place at the
close of the evening meal in the ship’s
Chief and POs’ cafeteria. Chief Gal-
ley was presented with a cake such
as he had never seen before.

With much ceremony the candle-lit
cake, surrounded with cigars, and
decorated with 48 §” brass machine
nuts, was carried into the cafeteria and
set in front of the Chief. Although
Frank enjoyed the cake he was denied

WEDDINGS

Lieutenant Thomas S. (E) Allan, Naval
Headquarters, to Miss Katharine Christie
Ross, of Ottawa.

Midshipman W. J. A. Draper, Cayuga, to
Miss Kathleen Rose Pember, of Victoria.

Lieutenant (L) Bernard S. Friedman,
RCN{(R), York, to Miss Helen Edith Paikin,
of Hamilton.

Able Seaman Scott Graham, Assiniboine,
to Miss Sandra Edna Leslie, of Dart-
mouth, N.S.

Able Seaman J. Ross Higginbotham, St.
Laurent, to Miss Ida Louise Wood, of Rollo
Bay West, P.EL

Lieutenant Gordon T. Hodgson, Saguenay,
to Miss Katharine Eleanor Jepson, of Ottawa.

Able Seaman Harold D. Kemp, Saguenay,
to Miss Betty Marlene Osborne, of Monk-~
ton, Ont.

Surgeon Lieutenant Frederick N. Lewis,

RCN(R), Prevost, to Miss Jean Mary
Leitchan Watt, of Toronto.
Midshipman John R. Lusher, Stadacona,

to Miss Nancy Anne Lord, of Toronto.

Able Seaman Glen M. McColman, Cres-
cent, to Miss Coralie Ann Moore, of Victoria.

Sub-Lieutenant (P) George E. Nickson,
Niagara, to Miss Doris Yvonne Stanbury, of
Peterborough, Ont.

Able Seaman George K. Stacey, Hailda, to
Miss Caroline Margaret Helen Jordan, of
Strathroy, Ont.

Sub-Lieutenant R. ‘R. Specht, RCN(R),
Prevost, to Miss Dale Delores Bond, of Lon-~
don, Ont,

Petty Officer William A. Steadman, Naden,
to Miss Mary Cruse, of Victoria,

Lieutenant Maurice Tate, Athabaskan, to
Miss Marilyn Diane Mathison, of Victoria.

Lieutenant-Commander (L) W. B. Wilson,
Naval Headquarters, to Miss Patricia Ruth
Purvis, of Ottawa.
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the pleasure of smoking any of the
cigars as he had sworn off nicotine
the day previously.

May 16, in addition to being Frank’s
birthday was also his 34th anniversary
of going to sea. .

He was born in 1909 at Leeds, Eng-
land, and made his first trip to sea in
1924 at the age of 15, when he signed
on as a fireman aboard a freighter of
the Watson-Watts Line running from
Liverpool to fhe Orient. 'These were
the days of coal burning ships, and
during a normal four-hour watch a
fireman would hurl approximately five
tons of coal into the hungry fires.

Early in the summer of 1926 he left
a ship which had docked at Montreal
and signed on in one of the Great
Lakes vessels plying between Toronto
and Duluth, Min. ZFrank found To-
ronto to be an interesting place and
so decided to settle there for the rest
of his days. He secured employment
as an engine fitter with the Mahoney
Electric Works of that city.

His “shore establishment” ideas lasted
exactly one year before his feet began
itching to roam in the far away places
of the world and once again he went
back to sea as a merchant seaman. This
time the sea was his livelihood for a
period of 20 years before he once more
decided to get a shore job and settle
down.

During this 20 years he sailed under
the flags of many countries and visited
most ports of the world. In 1935, while
awaiting a ship in Vancouver, he mar-
ried a girl from Duncan, B.C., who was
on the nursing staff of a Vancouver
hospital. Frank has now been married
for 22 years and has a grown-up son
and a daughter.

At the outbreak of the Second World
War he joined the Navy as a chief
ERA and in 1943 was promoted to the
rank of warrant engineer. During hos-
tilities he served in HMC Ships Alberni,
Trail, Calgary, New Liskeard and Sus-
sexvale.

On being demobilized in 1946 from
the Naval service he returned to the
Merchant  Navy. This time he signed
on a Park steamship as third engineer
and made a return trip from Vancouver
to Australia. '

Following the Australian voyage
Frank decided it was time to swallow
the hook and come ashore for good.

He acquired a position as assistant
chief enginéer at the Royal Columbian
Hospital in New Westminster, B.C. His
old urge to travel did not return until
the time of the Fraser Valley floods in
1948 when many naval craft and per-
sonnel arrived in New Westminster to
aid in the emergency. Being close to
the Navy once again brought back the
old urge to roam and Frank rejoined
the Navy that same year as chief ERA.

In two years’ time Frank will be 50
years old and, according to mnaval
regulations, he will be retired. This
time he believes he will stay on the
beach for good and perhaps go into the
motel business. This may be true but
if his chronic ailment of the “itching
foot” returns at some future date Chief
Galley may find himself back in his
old habitat on the rolling pitching
sea.—J.B.

ATLANTIC COMMAND

HMCS Labrador

Glowing words were used by the
Canadian Ambassador to Denmark, H.
F. Feaver, to describe the success of
the Labrador’s visit to Copenhagen in
April. o

Mr. Feaver, in writing to Captain T.
C. Pullen, the Labrador’s commanding
officer, appended his report to the Can-
adian Government on the visit, which
he described as-an “unqualified suc-
cess”. 'The letter and extracts from
the report follow: '

Dear Captain Pullen:

Mrs. Feaver and I were very pleased
to receive your letter of April 15th. In
my turn, may I express my hearfelt
congratulations on the excellent im-
pression made in Copenhagen during

BIRTHS

To Able Seaman R. E. Brooks, Stadacona,
and Mrs. Brooks, a daughter.

To Able Seaman Robert J. S. Davis,
D’Iberville, and Mrs. Davis, a son.

To Lieutenant-Commander Davis C. Ed-
wards, Stadacona, and Mrs. Edwards, a
daughter.

To Chaplain (P) A. G. Faraday, Stada-
cona, and Mrs. Faraday, a son.

To Lieutenant (L) F. D. Jardine, Stada-
cona, and Mrs, Jardine, a somn.

To Lieutenant (L) E. W. Lockwood,
Stadacona, and Mrs. Lockwood, a son.

To Lieutenant-Commander C. H, P. Shaw,
Naval Headquarters, and Mrs. Shaw, a son.
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day in Quebec City visiting military
establishments.

The D’Iberville annual pilgrimmage
to Mount Thabor took place on May
30, the Feast of the Ascension. Chap-
lain J. A. G. Gravel, RCN(R), cele-
b:ated mass at the sanctuary on the
occasion.

CNAYV Scatari visited Quebec City in
late May on passage to the Great Lakes.

A ship’s company dance was held on
May 31 in the lecture room of the
Grande Allee Armouries. This event
was considered a success by all and
in particular by the new entries un-
der training.

On Tuesday, June 11, Rear-Admiral
R. E. S. Bidwell, Flag Officer Atlantic
Coast, arrived in Quebec City wearing
his flag in the Saguenay. The Huron,
Iroquois and Micmac accompanied the
Saguenay. '

Admiral Bidwell visited D’Iberville

where the inspection of the guard was
followed. by small receptions both in
the Wardroom and the Chief and Petty
Officers’ Mess.

HMCS Bonaventure

The entire cast of the variety show
“Brightly Nightly” which was running
at the Empire Theatre, Belfast, very
kindly offered to put the show on in
“B” Hangar one Sunday evening.

The after lift was rigged as a stage
and the appropriate scenery constructed.
The dance band played before the show
and during the intermission. An esti-
mated 800 members of the ship’s com-
pany and their guests attended the gala
performance which starred the Scottish
comedian Alex Munro.

In May Ulster Festival Week was
held and the Lord Mayor of Belfast
sponsored a parade which consisted of
floats depicting life in Ulster.

Entries were on a competitive basis.
The Bonaventure ran a competition
within the ship to decidé on the theme
for the float. This was won by a C2s’
mess, which proposed a float showing
Ulster settlers in early Canada. The
float was an unqualified success and
out of 108 floats entered in the parade
won third prize for originality.

HMCS Shearwater

Sod-turning ceremonies for two new
Royal Canadian Navy chapels at the
Shearwater Naval Air Station were held
last May with Mrs. D. G. King, wife
of the base commander turning the
- first sod for the Protestant Chapel and
Rev. Michael Maclsaac, retiring Chap-
lain of the Fleet (RC), doing the hon-
ours for the Roman Catholic Chapel.

Construction of the new chapels, ac-
cording to chaplains of both faiths,
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would begin immediately and be com-
pleted within “three or four months”.

The chapels will be similar in con-
struction to the Protestant and Roman
Catholic churches recently opened at
Shannon Park. Chapels of like con-
struction are now being used by all
branches of the Canadian Armed Forces,
in Canada and overseas.

Large crowds of naval personnel,

their wives and children attended the
sod-turning ceremonies, held under a
warm spring sun.
- Speaking to members of hoth con-
gregations Captain D. G. King said he
was happy that the day had finally
come when the base would have new
chapels. “The sites are most appro-
priate and will serve the congregations
even better,” he said.

The shovel for the turning of the
first sod for the Protestant chapel was
presented to Mrs. King by Mr. Dau-
phinee, senior member of the church
committee.

Father MaclIsaac said that he would
not see the Roman Catholic chapel as
Chaplain of the Fleet “but I'll know
it is here and being used”.

Father Ronald Maclean, who has
since become Chaplain of the Fleet also
congratulated the congregation of the
new chapel and urged them to think of
it as a symbol of humility. “Let us
dig away ourselves and begin to build
within us again starting with this new
chapel.”

Roman Catholic ceremonies were ar-
ranged by Chaplain Charles Murphy,
while Chaplains D. G. Peebles and G.
N. Schaus were in charge of arrange-
ments for the sod turning at the site
to the Protestant chapel.

Until the chapels are completed—at
a cost of $86,000 for the Protestant
chapel and $95,000 for the Roman
Catholic, including residence for the
chaplain—both congregations will con-
tinue to worship in temporary quar-
ters near the entrance to the base.

Recrniting -

1875 Style

HE FOLLOWING recruiting poster was used at the conclusion of the War of

1812 between Britain and the United States.

Its purpose was to attract likely

seamen to the Halifax Station 141 years ago.

Compiled by the Second Lieutenant of HMS Leander, a frigate serving on the
North American Station of the Royal Navy, it provides a fascinating picture of the
type of ship and seamen which preceded those of the RCN today.

Who would enter for a small craft?
Here’s your Fine Whacking,
Double-banked Frigate,

LEANDER.

Can stow corvettes on her Booms,
Eighteen-Gun Brigs on her Quarters,

and Tens Up Astern!

Every Man a Double Berth, can
Play at Leapfrog on her Lower Deck
With Hammocks slung!

Twenty Prime Young Fellows
Wanted for the Admiral’s Barge;
None need apply that would

Not Eat a Yankee Alive!

Going to that Fine Full-bellied
Station called HALIFAX,

Where you get a Glass of
Boatswain’s Grog for Two Pence,
And a Cod for a Biscuit.

God Save the King!

The LEANDER

And a Full-Bellied Station!

One wonders what type of recruiting technique was used to ‘recruit seamen to
the “playground of the North Pacific” in the nineteenth century. What lures could
Esquimalt have to compete with Halifax?—IL.F.




ICE NAVIGATION IN
THE WESTERN ARCTIC

ROM THE DAYS of the earliest
F explorers and whalers until 1935,
little or no change took place in the
method of navigating western Arctic
waters in Canada. Operations in these
waters were based on experience, per-
sonal knowledge of ice movements,
channels and harbours, and the ship
was conned through the ice or hazar-
dous areas from the crowsnest. The
main change was the advent of power
to supplement sail and eventually to
take over from sail, With one excep-
tion, the Baychimo, owned by the Hud-
son’s Bay Company, all ships were of
reinforced wooden construction and for
the most part, very low powered.

In 1935 a significant event took place
when three trappers, Messrs. Storr, Wat-
son and Purcell, brought the motor ves-
sel Audrey “B’’ into this area. She was
built along the lines of a First World
War sub-chaser and relied on her speed
and shallow draft to evade the ice, as
she could not withstand any pressure,
In 1937 she survived one of the worst
ice years, while the Hudson’s Bay Com-
pany’s ship Fort James was crushed in
the pack and lost off Cape Bexley, and
the RCMP vessel St. Roch was so
severely strained by ice pressure that
she had to be taken to Vancouver for
repairs.

However, although this was no major
change from previous concepts, all ships
had a eommon denominator and were
navigated without benefit of charts,
radar, fathometer, ice reconnaissance by
air, weather reports, and little or no
communications.

The operation of the Audrey “B” gave
rise to considerable speculation that this
was the answer to operations in the
western Arctic and that, with all the
aids to navigation, ice could be success-
fully evaded. After the Second World
War the Yellowknife Transportation
Company of Edmonton, Alberta, de-
cided to accept this theory and re-fitted
the Snowbird II (a former LSM) in
Victoria, B.C., to supply the RCAF
loran base at Cambridge Bay. She was
not to enter the ice pack under any
circumstances but would rely on air
reconnaissance to remain in safe waters.
This ship entered the Arctic in 1948
and after four years of successful op-
erations was taken out to Vancouver.
On drydocking, there was no evidence
of any ice damage and she was found
to be completely seaworthy.

The building of the Distant Early
Warning line in 1955 along the Arctic
coast called for the major supply of
materials and equipment to be delivered
by water. This was to prove the great-
est assault on the unknowns and hazards
of northern waters since the time of
the Franklin search in 1948. However,
little or no attention had been given to
the successful voyages of the Audrey
“B” and Snoawbird II and consequently
the U.S. Navy (Military Sea Trans-
portation Service), who were charged
with the responsibility of sealift, were
faced with intelligence relating to the
operations of ' small underpowered
wooden ships, unassisted by any aids
to navigation, no charts from the Al-
aska border to Boothia Peninsula, and
channels which, out of expedience,
once found safe were used annually by
all concerned without any further
search for deeper or wider passages.

Two vessels, the TUSCGC Storis
(WAG 38) and the USS Requisite
were to change history in so far as
navigation went in the Western Arctic
from “By guess and by God” to one of
almost normal procedures. They were
ordered to heud the task force in Can-
adian waters and charged with the re-
sponsibility of charting a track from
the Alaskan border to Boothia Penin-
sula as well as sounding the harbour
approaches to all DEW sites. The har~
bours proper or anchorages were dealt
with by the U.S. Hydrographic Service
and units from the U.S. Navy’s UDT
Establishment. As the result of the
hydro work performed by these ships
during the 1955 season, elements of the
task force were able to follow in safety
with limited charts of the area and
completed their mission without one
failure. Whole new channels, deeper
and wider than those used for decades,
had been discovered and charted, viz:
Dolphin Union Straits, Queen Maud
Gulf and Simpson Straits, and the
limiting factor in draft appeared to be
23 feet in Simpson Straits.

By the completion of the 1955 de-
livery, experience dictated a hard look
at the season’s operation. Old timers

along the northern coast, particularly .

between Icy Cape and Herschel Island
had long advised shipping to remain
between the Arctic pack and the shore.
The “Graveyard” of the Arctic aptly
describes this area. Once in the main
pack many vessels had suffered fatal

The Author

The accompanying article is
written by Squadron Leader Scott
E. Alexander, RCAF, The ques~
tion which is bound to arise in
many a naval mind is: What can
a squadron leader know about
surface mavigation in the Arctic?
The answer in this case is “Quite
a bit?, as will be evident from
the following brief notes on his
career.

Scolt Alexander was born 45
years ago in Vancouver, B.C.,
worked in canneries while at-
tending college, qualified as a
coastwise skipper but instead of
making immediate wuse of his
qualifications joined the Royal
Canadian Mounted Police in 1932.

He joined the RCMP patrol ship
St. Roch in 1934 and during the
next four years wmade several
Arctic voyages in the course of
which he learned to speak Eskimo
and was for a time in charge of
the RCMP detachment at Cam-~
bridge Bay on Victoria Island
north of Canada’s Arctic coast.

His leaving the RCMP to join
the RCAF in 1942 did mothing to
relieve him of Arctic duties, His
first major posting was to Goose
Bay, Labrador, where he was
chief security officer and con-
ducted search and rescue opera-
tions. He made flights with ser-
vice and scientific objects to Un-
gava peninsula and Baffinland.

During subsequent service at
Edmonton and Air Force head-
quarters he was an adviser on
Arctic problems and for four
years he was officer command-
ing the RCAF Survival Training
School, with headquarters at Ed-
monton. Then, in November 1955,
he was chosen for service at the
Distant Early Warning Line Pro-
ject Office in New York City.

This summer, for the third suc-
cessive year, Squadron Leader
Alexander is serving in Afctic
waters. He is on loan to the U.S.
Coast Guard and is serving as
ice pilot for three Coast Guard
cutters, which have as one of their
objectives the investigation of a
new Northwest Passage, west to
east, through Bellot Strait — a
project in which the Labrador,
approaching from the east, is of-
fering a helping hand.

Page twenty-three






















OTTAWA
EDMOND CLOUTIER .
.11,000—17-57 ) Printer to the Queen’s Most Excellent Majesty
N.P 575-1641 . 1957



