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SPRING CRUISE

The thoughts of youth are long, long
thoughts, as the poet has truly observed,
and they often include dreams of shining
realms in distant seas. The Navy is one
sphere of activity where the yearnings of
youth can be translated into vivid reality.
There is ample evidence of this in the
many cruise certificates which have ap-
peared in the Crowsnest over the years.

The ports of call of the Ontario on this
spring’s cruise are shown on the certificate
on the opposite page. In future years the
officer cadets from Venture, the Sea Ca-
dets and all others who made the journey
will recall the enchantment of Hawaii, the
tough 'Fiji Islanders, who played a rugged
game of soccer bare-footed, the hot springs
of New Zealand and the urbane pleasures
of Sydney.

For the officer cadets these will be the
first among fresh memories of a naval
career and they will add to them as the
years roll by. : ‘

The certificate, like nearly all the others,
is from the pen and pencil of Cdr. H. W. S.
Soulsby, of Victoria, who took up the
career of artist on his retirement from the
RCN.
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Negative numbers of RCN photographs
reproduced in The Crowsnest are included
with the caption for the benefit of persons
wishing to obtain prints of the photos.
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This they may do by sending an order to
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payable to the Receiver General of Canada.

Sizes, finish and the new National Defence
standardized prices, follow:

4 x 5 (or smaller) glossy finish only .. $ .10

6% x 8% glossy finish only ............ .40
8 x 10 glossy or matte finish .......... .50
11 x 14 matte finish only .............. 1.00
16 x 20 * “ e 3.00
20 x 24 “ ‘“ i 4.00
30 x 40 ¢ ‘“ e 8.00

SUBSCRIPTION RATE

The Crowsnest may be sub-
scribed for at the rate of $1 for
12 issues. Orders, accompanied by
cheque or money order made to
the Receiver General of Canada,
should be sent to:

THE QUEEN’S PRINTER,

Department of Public Printing

and Stationery,

Ottawa, Ont.

Authorized as Second Class Mail, Post Office Department, Ottawa,

Page one












Barry German Prize Essay

NAVY NAMES ON B.C.'s COAST

N DECEMBER 15, 1790, Captain
George Vancouver received his
commission to command HMS Dis-
covery; on April 1, 1791, he sailed with
his little expedition from Falmouth for
the other side of the world. Proceeding
by way of the Caype of Good Hope, New
Holland, New Zealand and various
Pacific Islands, he rcached the Sand-
wich Islands of Cook, or Hawaiian
Islands, as they are now called, in
March 1792, remained there a few days
to rest and recuperate and sailed again
March 18, 1792, for the Pacific North-
west, After sighting various points
which corresponded with the reports
of previous explorers and meeting the
U.S. trading ship Columbia (Capt.
Robert Gray), of Boston, the expedition
anchored April 29 within the Strait of
Juan de Fuca.

The ensuing weeks were spent ex-
ploring the southern coast of the Strait
of Juan de Fuca and the waters of the
present state of Washington. Many of
the most famous names of the area were
given during this period: Mount Baker
on April 30 after the Third Lieutenant
who discovered it; Port Discovery May
2; Port Townsend May 8, after the
Marquis of that mame; Mount Rainier
the same day, “after my friend Admiral

—Rainier”; Admiralty Inlet; Puget Sound, Inlet, Howe Sound and Jarvis Iniet, met ery and Chatham, using wind and tide

after Mr. Puget who had spent so much
time exploring it; Restoration Point,
because the anniversary of the restora-
tion of the monarchy in England was
celebrated at that spot; the Gulf of
Georgia to honour the King; Possession

Sound, Port Gardner and Port Susan;
‘Whidbey Island, after Mr, Whidbey who
circumnavigated it, and Deception Pas-
sage; Point Roberts, after the former
captain of the Discovery, June 12,

On June 13 the first name was given
to a point in Canada: Point Grey . . .
“in compliment to my friend Captain
George Grey of the Navy”, This was
followed by a host of names—either
given or inspired while Vancouver and
his officers and men explored the coast-
line in a detailed search for the water-
way that might link the Pacific and At~
lantic oceans. It was no fault of theirs
that the longed-for passage could not
be found. The deilractors of Capt Van-
couver who disparage his work because
he did not establish the existence of the
Columbia and Fraser rivers would do
well to read his instructions and his
journal which show with what meticu-
lous care he tried {o find the supposed
Northwest Passage forswearing all
avenues that did not lead to his given
target.

Several hundred names were given
by, or inspired by, Vancouver. The map
of British Columbia is all the memorial
this officer needs.

During the month of June the Discov-
ery and Chatham explored Burrard

the Spanish vessels Sutil and Mexicana
and arranged the combined investiga-
tion of Toba Inlet and Bule Inlet. In
July Point Mudge was named as was
Desolation Sound; the Spanish ships
departed to find their own way and the

The 1957 Barry German prizes
for maval history have been
won by two Halifax-based naval
officers.

The first prize ($150) was
awarded to Instr. Cdr. C. H. Little,
Command Education Officer, for
his timely essay on ‘“Eighteenth
Century Maritime Influences on
the History and Places Names of
British Columbia” — timely be-
cause this year British Columbia
is celebrating its centennial.

The second prize ($100) went to
Instr. Lt. Peter H. Watson for his
thesis on “The Impact of the Navy

History Prizes Won by Halifax Officers

on the History of Nova Scotia
1749-1819”, an account of the role
of the Royal Navy in supporting
British rule in Nova Scotia during
the conquest of Canada, the
American Rewolution, the wars
with France and the war of
1812-14. Lt. Watson also won the
1956 Barry German prize.

The contest is sponsored by the
Naval Officers’ Associations of
Canada “to encourage an interest
in the history of maritime affairs
of Canada and British North
America.”

First Prize

Hundreds of place names along
the frugged British Columbia
coastline owe their existence to
the early naval explorers, both
Spanish and British, who wvisited
that part of the world. A de-
tailed study of these was made
by Instr, Cdr. C. H. Little in
writing the essay, “Eighteenth
Century Mavritime Influences on
the History and Place Names of
British

Columbia,” which won
first prize in the 1957 Barry
German history essay contest.

Only that portion of the essay
concerned with Captain George
Vancouver’s voyage of discovery
along the B.C. coast is printed
here.

survey of the continental shore was
continued by way of Loughborough
Inlet and Johnstone Strait, which was
named after Mr. Johnstone to remember
his “exertions”. Here on July 13 Van-
couver and his “Spanish friends”,
Galiano and Valdes, parted, the former
to pursue his investigation of the con-
tinental shore while the latter explored
their way back to Nootka. The Discov-

as best they could passed through what
was later named Discovery Passage.
Point Chatham was named July 16 as
was Thurlow Island, Hardwick Island,
followed, then Port Neville, Cheslakees,
Call Inlet, Knight Island (named by
Mr. Broughton after Captain Knight,
RN), Broughton Archipelago and Fife
Inlet,

A short paragraph in the account for
July 31 shows clearly the toil and
trouble required to carry out these in-
vestigations (and let us not forget the
writing of journals and drawing of
charts which followed after returning
to the ship):

The Discovery’s yawl, launch and
cutter, were ordered to be equipped,
and in readiness to depart at day-
light the next morning. Mr.
Broughton accompanied me, at-
tended by Lieutenant Puget in the
launch, and Mr. Whidbey in the
cutter. At sun-rise, our little squad-
ron put off with intention of fol-
lowing up the continental shore,
until we might find a more western
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passage leading to the sea; there to
appoint a rendezvous for the launch
and cutter; which were to continue
the examination of the continental
boundary, whilst we returned to
conduct the vessels to the appointed
station. :

In August Mount Stephens, 5,645 feet,
was named - after the Secretary of the
Admiralty, and the ships proceeded by
way of Wells Passage out into Queen
Charlotte Strait where on Monday,
August 6, the Discovery went aground
on a hidden shoal. A graphic sketch
of the accident faces page 364 of Van-
couver’s Voyage. Fortunately, she came

off quietly as did Chatham a few days
later when she suffered a similar mis-
hap.

These accidents and the fact that the
,expedition had now reached: the area
visited some years before by the fur-
traders (whose charts Vancouver had)
led to the decision on August 19 to turn
for the open ocean and Nootka. But,
in the meantime, Rivers Inlet had been
explored and Point Addenbrook, Safety
Cove and Point Menzies had been
named (the latter after the invaluable
scientist borne in the Discovery).
Nootka Sound was entered August 28
and Capt. Vancouver proceeded to

carry out the second principal instruc-
tion he had received from the Admiralty
by conferring with the Spanish Gov-
ernor, “Senor Don Juan Francisco de la
Bodega y Quadra, Commandant of the
Marine Esttablishment of St. Blas and
California”.

The two representatives found it im-
possible to agree on the precise inter-
pretation of their orders but did find it
easy to become friends and agree to re-
port their differences to their respec-
tive governments, Their friendship is
attested to by Vancouver’s statement:

In our conversation whilst on this
little excursion, Senor Quadra had
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The map of the northwestern coast of North America is strewn with hundreds of names given by early explorers of the Spanish and Royal

Navies.,

C. H. little in the April issue of Canadiun Geographical Journal.
B.C.. place names, by kind permission of Gordon M.
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very earnestly requested that I
would name some port or island
after us both, to commemorate our

I V= |

southern sides of Johnstone’s straits
and Queen Charlotte’s sound, I
named that country the island of

meeting and the very friendly in-
tercourse that had taken place and
subsisted between us. Conceiving
no spot so proper for this denomi-
nation as the place where we had
first met, which was nearly in the
center of a tract of land that had
first been circumnavigated by us,
forming the south-western sides of
the Gulph of Georgia, and the

Quadra and Vancouver; with which
compliment he seemed highly
pleased.

On Saturday, September 22, Quadra
sailed for his winter quarters in Mexico;
on Friday, October 12, Vancouver left
Nootka for the Sandwich Islands. Thus
ended the most important year in the his-
tory of British Columbia from the point
of view of its enduring place names.

(Extracts from Instr. Lt. Peter Watson’s second prize essay will appear
in the June issue)

ONTARIO RETIRED AS
TRAINING CRUISER

HMCS Omntario, cadet training cruiser,
based at Esquimalt, will not he left in
commission on completion of her cur-
rent training program this fall.

The sea 1iraining of naval cadets in
whichh the Onterio has been employed
in recent years will be assumed by
other ships of the Pacific Command.

The manpower made available by
this decision will permit the commis-
sioning of additional anti-submarine
warships. The Ontario’s complement
is approximately 600 officers and men.

One of the most fravelled Canadian
warships, the Ontario was, at the time
of the announcement, en route from

Suva, Fiji Islands, to Pearl Harbour,
Hawaii. She earlier had visited Auck-
land, N,Z., and Sydney, Australia, in
the course of a 10-week training cruise
for 50 senior lerm cadets of HMCS
Venture, junior officer {raining estab-
lishment at Esquimalt, She arrived in
Esquimalt May 2.

This was the Ontario’s second training
cruise in 1958. The first, for junior Ven-
ture cadets, took her to ports in the Unit-
ed States, Mexico and the Canal Zone,

Commissioned at Belfaslt, Northern
Ireland, in April 1945, the Ontario was
in the Red Sea, en route {o join the
British Pacific Fleet, when the Second
‘World War ended. In peacetime she
has sailed 1o Australia and New Zea-
land, around the South American con-
tinent, to the United Kingdom and
Europe and has ranged up and down
the Pacific coast.

In 1951, she proceeded from the Pa-
cific to the Atlantic coast to transport
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth, then
Princess Elizabeth, and the Duke of
Edinburgh on part. of their tour of
Canada that year.

Late in 1952 the Ontario made an
18,500-mile training and goodwill cruise
around South America, visiting, among
other ports, Valparaiso, Buenos Aires,
Montevideo and Rio de Janeiro.

In June 1953 the cruiser was one of
six Royal Canadian Navy ships which
formed the Canadian Coronation Squad-
ron and took part in the Coronation
Naval Review at Spithead.

Early in 1954 the Ontario made a
three-month 20,000~-mile voyage to the

ntipodes-—In-1955-she-made-two-major————

cadet training cruises. The first took
her to Australia and New Zealand, and
the second to ports in the United King-
dom and continental Europe.

In 1956 she made several more ex-
tensive training cruises, including one
to Hawaii and Japan, another to the
Caribbean and a third to Central and
South America.

In 1957, she again carried out a train-
ing cruise to the Far East, with a sec-
ond to west coast U.S. ports and Hawaii,

Jet Able to Carry
Nuclear Weapons

The Royal Navy has announced its
intention of forming at I.ossiemouth,
Scotland,; in June its first squadron
to be equipped with Vickers Super-
marine Secimitar jet interceptor fight-
ers, capable of striking with nuclear
weapons.

The squadron will later embark in
the 30,000-ton carrier, HMS Victorious,"
the first to have a fully-angled flight
deck, Other carriers will eventually
be equipped with the same type of
aireraft.
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HAZARDS OF CREDIT BUYING CITED

Admiral Grant Addresses RCN Benevolent Fund Meeting

ARELESS BUYING on credit can
C have a demoralizing effect on the
lives of young sailors, according to
Vice-Admiral H. T. W. Grant, RCN
(Ret’d) president of the Royal Cana-
dian Naval Benevolent Fund, who ad-
dressed the fund’s 13th annual general
meeting at Naval Headquarters, Ottawa,
on April 14.

The 44 delegates, from ships and es-
tablishments from coast to coast, were
welcomed by Vice-Admiral H. G. De-
Wolf, Chief of the Naval Staff.

Thanking the delegates for the great
interest they took in providing help to
those who needed it, Admiral DeWolf
said he was quite sure that the work
carried out by the fund’s claims com-
mittees was a 365-day-a-year task.
During the past year it had been grati-
fying to see the tremendous step ahead
which had been taken through the regu-
lar donations from serving personnel.
The work of the fund was becoming
better known each year and this, in
turn, would assure it even greater sup-
port in the years ahead.

Reporting on the activities of the
fund during the past year, Admiral
Grant presented the following outline:

“In welcoming you to the 13th An-
nual General Meeting and before pro-
ceeding .with the facts and figures; of
the year’s business I would  like to
touch on two matters bearing on fund
policy both of which are reflected in
this year’s financial statement.

“First is the noticeable increase in
credit buying directly attributable to
‘high pressure salesmanship and ac-
cepted as a normal, if an undesirable,
product of our’ North American way
of living. Our files are studded with
applications of young men who bought
. TV sets, motor cars and. household ap-
pliances.— with every prospect of an
orderly payment over a year or two —
until faced with some unforseen con-
tingency; and. their - definition of the
unforseen is often at variance with
reality. ' "

“This accepted attitude towards credit
buying quite naturally encourages the
premature -acquisition of wives and
children - whose upkeep on a young
sailor’s pay is difficult enough without
the added burden of loans plus in-
terest. Thus we are faced with cases
of distress which should not have arisen
at ‘all; I inention this, simply to_point
out that while the Fund exists to re-
lieve and salvage cases of hardship

Pdge eight

beyond the individual’s control, it can-
not condone and must combat improvi-
dence. We should let it be known that
there is some truth in the saying that
‘God helps those who help themselves’.

“On the other tack we find a genuine
and heartwarming upsurge in contri~
butions through assigned pay. In my

humble opinion no Benevolent Fund .

can be a success without the whole-
hearted backing of its own service and
it seems equally true that support other
than on a voluntary basis soon loses
its identity with the cause. It is all
the more interesting, therefore, that in
avoiding any form of compulsory sup-
port—such as a percentage or toll of
canteen fund profits—the Navy has vol-
untarily cleared its own decks and vin-
dicated the trust of those who need a
helping hand as well as those who are
no longer here to give it.

“Let me now move on to the facts
and figures of the year’s business:
" «“Your East and West Coast claims
committees held one or more meetings
per week at Halifax and Esquimalt re-
spectively. At Ottawa your central
claims committee functioned daily. The

executive committee of your board of ™
directors held seven full meetings and

the full board of directors met twice.

“An analysis of claims for the cur-
rent and past years shows that the
total numbers. and categories of appli-
cations are remarkably similar for both
years. The same holds true for the
dollar value of grants actually ap-
proved, but there is a very significant
increase in the money loaned this year
to, both serving and discharged per-
sonnel. The necessity for these loans,
some of them quite large, has been a
matter of concern to your directors as
well as claims committees, for many
of them cannot possibly be repaid with~
in the 18 months normally allowed; yet
a refusal closes the door to all hope of
eventual recovery. In most cases these
large debts evolve through credit Tbuy-
ing and loans of convenience.

“Your fund was audited in.accord- -«

ance with the by-laws and once again
we are deeply indebted to the Auditor

‘General’s’ Department and to Messrs.

Lee and Martin of Halifax for carrying
out this work without fee.

“From the financial statement it w111
be seen that credit balance at Decem-
ber 31, 1957, ‘was $2,756,691.47. This
is an increase of $33,348.85 over and
above the balance at the beginning of
the year and is due to higher donations
as well as more bond interest conse-
quent on the investment in government
bonds of an additional $40,000.00 I
should point out that this increased

" balance does not take into account an

additional $2,363.59 held in suspense
account for HMCS Quebec.

“Your fund’s expenditures for the 12
months are shown as $109,226.46. This
is about. 10 per cent:- higher than last

~year and is due primarily to writing

off $8,060.20 in old loans now con-
sidered tncollectable and by charging
slightly over $10,000.00 as an expendi-
ture for the year in order to maintain
a 40 per cent reserve agalnst the higher
loans outstanding. ]

‘_‘A small 1ncrease in -salaries -for the
office staff at Ottawa and the two coasts
was made during the year to keep.in
line ‘with salaries for comparable duties
paid in the Civil Service.

“On the credit side it will be seen
that donations received during the year
amounted to $56,465.15. This is in the
order of $26,000.00 more than we re-
ceived last year and is primarily due
to the contributions by assigned pay
already referred to 4,691 officers and
men, or about 25 per cent of the active
strength, were voluntarily contributing
to the Fund’s work at the end of 1957.

The following summary of sundry
donations made in 1956 and 1957 is of
interest:

1956 1957
.9,623.60 RCN personnel 32,012.17
18,558.96 RCN Ships and '

R . Establishments 21,760.40

1,049.23 - Reserve Divisions 864.79
111781 ° Other sources 1,827.79

“We are ‘most ‘gratéful, not only to
the donors in each of the above cate-
gories, but to the many individuals and,
in particular, members" of our - claims
committees who contributed their time
and effort day in and day out on the
Fund’s behalf., The real measure of

-thanks which I only echo here is to be

found in the letters of grateful appre-
ciation written by so many who asked
and received ourhelp.- :



——government—and civilian

“Our eastern and western claims
committees have recently been bol-
stered by the election to five-year mem-
berships of RCN personnel who hither-
to held temporary memberships on a
yearly basis, Action will, I hope, be
taken by the incoming board to com-
plete the full slate of 75 members.

“I would like to pay tribute to the
work and lead given, on the authority
of the Chief of the Naval Staff, by
Naval Headquarters in last year’s re-
quest for voluntary contributions by
assigned pay. Without the co-opera-
tion of the Navy here and at the coasts
our appeal might well have fallen. on
stony ground.

“In this connection and in order to
give credit where it is due, all outgoing
cheques from the Fund have printed
thereon the following text:

“'This cheque is
through the generosity of Officers and
Men' of Her Majesty’s Royal Canadian
Navy, Royal Canadian Navy (Reserve)
and other voluntary donors and is in
no way whatsocever a charge to the
Canadian tax payer’.

“You are aware that many cases in-
volving veterans or dependents occur
beyond the immediate jurisdiction of

our claims committees and are investi-.

gated on the Fund’s behalf by the De-
partment of Veterans’ Affairs.
this ready and efficient co-operation we
would be hard pressed for much essen-
tial information and I know you would
wish me to record our sincere gratitude
to this department as well as other

T, F, T. Morland, RCN, of Halifax, and
Griffith Jones, CPO, RCN (Ret’d), of
Victoria,

Lt.-Cdr, (8) Harry McClymont, RCN,
was re-appointed general secretary and
G. Arthur Ball, treasurer,

Other members of the Board of Di-

. rectors are: A, B, Coulter, Ottawa; CPO

R, C. Crawford, RCN, Halifax; Com-~
modore Paul Earl, RCN(R), Montreal,
Captain F, Barry German, RCN (Ret’d)
Ottawa; Vice-Admiral H. T. W, Grant,
RCN (Ret’d), Ottawa; Lt. (W) A, I.

McPhee, RCN(R) (Ret’d), Ottawa;
CPO M, Nelson, RCN, Hamilton; Cap-
tain R. P. White, RCN (R) (Ret'd), Ot-
tawa; Engineer Rear-Admiral G, L,
Stephens, RCN (Ret’d), Ottawa; Cap-
tain E. A, Thompson, RCN (Ret’d),
Halifax; Griffith Jones, Victoria; Captain
(S) Joseph Jeffrey, RCN(R) (Ret’d),
London, Ont,; R. C. Stevenson, Mont-
real; Captain (SB) A, W, Baker, RCN
(R) (Ret’d), Beaverton, Ont,; A, B.
Campbell, Halifax, and Rear-Admiral
K. L, Dyer, RCN, Ottawa,
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THE ROYAL CANADIAN NAVAL BENEVOLENT FUND
Financial Position of the Fund as at December 31, 1957

Balance as at January 1, 1957

During 1957 the Fund was increased by,

$2,723,342.62

is unnecessary to emphasize that your
Fund has enjoyed, to our mutual ad-
vantage, the good-will and co-operation
of the Army and Air Force Benevolent
Funds.

“It may Dbe of interest to mention
that by agreement with Central Mort-
gage and Housing Corporation notices of
impending eviction will in future not
be served on serving or former naval
personnel without accompanying in-
formation .explaining that he has a
sheet anchor in this Fund.

“In closing 1 wish to take the oppor-
tunity of thanking all members of the
Board of Directors and, on their be-
half, to express particular appreciation
for the work of our general secretary,
secretaries of claims committees and
their respective office staffs.”

Admiral Grant was re-elected presi-
dent for a third term in office.

Vice-presidents elected for two years
are Captain E. A. Thompson, RCN
(Ret’d), Halifax, -and Lt.-Cdr. (S) W.
Woodward, RCN, of Victoria. Re-elec-
ted for one year terms are Captain (S)

Balance as at December 31, 1957

Sundry donations (Schedule 3) $56,465.15
Bank Interest 611.60
Bond interest and amortization of
made possible discounts and premiums 85,172,57
Payments on loans previously written '
off to Reserve for Uncollectible Loans 326.01 142,575.33
2,865,917.95
and decreased by, )
Grants $79,736.60
Less: Savings obtained
in settlement 5,429.98 74,306.62
Administrative Expenses
Banking charges 73.70
Civilian employees’ pension plan
; employer’s contribution 523.46
Without Fidelity bond 86,40
Fire insurance : 10.50
Maintenance of office equipment 64.50
Miscellaneous 78.42
Office equipment 711.40
Postage 301.09
ngencies Tt Provision for uncollectible loans 10,663.07
. Salaries 18,869.88
Stationery and printing 1,493.07
Telephone and telegraph 552,43
Travel 1,491.94 34,919.86 109,226.48

$2,756,601.47

Analysis of Loans Receivable Account

‘Balance as at January 1, 1957
Loans made during the year

Deduct:
Amount received in payment of loans
Loans converted to grants

Uneollectible loans written off to Reserve

Balance as at December 31, 1957 (Exhibit A)

December 31, 1957

$ 58,412.88

72,441.94
130,854.82
$56,142.92
1,731.65 ;
8,060.20  65,934.77
$64,920.05

Analysis of Claims Dealt with and Assistance Approved
January 1 to December 31, 1957

) Discharged Serving  Dependents ‘Totals
Applications dealt with 459 233 35 727"
Applications approved 359 163 29 551 °
Applications not approved 100 70 6 176
Assistance approved: '
Grants $67,240.34  $16,577.48  $7,347.96 . $90.165.78
Loans $27,572.94  $45,004.78 $ 742,25 $73,319.97 -

$93,813.28  $61,582.26  $8.090.21 $163,458.75

- s
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'Tarry Breeks and Velvet Garters’
Long-Awaited Book on Great Lakes Ships Appears

Lzke Ontario
200 Years Ago

On the opposite page appears a
reproduction of a famous chart

drawn by Pierre Boucher De
" Labrogquerie in 1757 showing the
ships of the French and English
fleets at the beginning of the war
for the control of the upper St.
Lawrence and Great Lakes.

In 1759, Quebec fell before the
forces of General Wolfe and in
the following year French forces
pivoted on Montreal were caught
between Major General Amherst’s
army, coming down river from
Lake Ontario, General Murray
coming up river from Quebec and
Brigadier Hawviland = advancing
from the south.

The last remaining French war-
ships above Montreal were the
Iroquoise (schooner), flagship of
Admiral La Force, and the brig
Outaouaise (the name means “The
Girl from Ottawa”), commanded
by Labroquerie. The two ships
patrolled the St. Lawrence be-
tween the Thousand Islands and
the Long Sault,

Then the Iroquoise struck a reef
and tore away 15 feet of her keel

ANY a Canadian, and American
too, will be glad {o see “Tarry
Breeks and Velvet Garters”. Certainly
there will be the many thousands who,
for more than 30 years, have each Satur-
day night flipped over the pages of the
Toronto Telegram 1o delve into Mr,
Snider’s ‘“‘Schooner Days”.

This little book is the first of three
on the development of navigation on
the Great Lakes and upper St. Law-
rence. In his best story-telling fashion
the author provides colourful glimpses
of the men of New France who dared
to open the heart of a continent, men
of courage and enterprise who sought

BOOKS for the
SAILOR

furs and dreamed of a passage to China,
and who almost built an empire from
Quebec to New Orleans.

Primarily this is the story of sail to
the time of Wolfe and Montcalm, and
the two books on the way will bring
us to our own times. Of course, Mr.
Snider is an old hand in this field; he
has spent more than half a century

century, he has sailed his own topsail
ketch into every fresh water bay and
creek-mouth that he writes about.

To those who have enjoyed “In the
Wake of the Eighteen-Twelvers” and
“Faded Flags of Fadeless Fame’”, this
new titfle will be no surprise. “Tarry
Breeks” refers 1o the coarse breeches
of the 17th century seamen of the
lakes, stained with the oil, beeswax and
pine tar that coated the ships’ hulls.
And, of course, the velvet garter alludes
to the lace and powdered wigs of those
in New France who held positions of
privilege and responsibilily — more
specifically, to a ribbon of black velvet
said to have been found among the kegs
of pine resin and dead-eyes as well as
luxury trade goods among the bones of
the burned French war fleet underneath
where the National Defence College
now stands.

There is something for everyone here,
a sense of music in “From the height
of Teiaiagon, on the shores of Skanna-
dario . . .”, and some new words to
think about — goelette, bugalet rig,
arquebuses-a-croc, tillac, toise and
charroy. There is much about the
mystery of the Griffon, and La Force,
Le Moyne, La Salle, Frontenac, Pouchot
and Labroquerie, some of whom have
been sadly neglected in our Canadian
story. Of course, Mr. Snider is a

and forefoot, leaving the Outaou-
aise alone.

In mid-August the British came
swarming down the river in small
boats. Labroquerie sailed to meet
them. His ten heavy guns and
four swivels should have been
enough to work havoc among the
British, but the wind failed him
and he could mnot bring his big
guns to bear. The small British
craft, staying safely out of range
of the big guns pounded the
QOutouaise without mercy. Labro-
querie, who had fired the first
shots from a French ship in the
lake war in 1756 had also fired
the last. He died the following
year at his home.

Why Labroquerie chose to draw
his map “upside down”, with
north at the bottom and south at
the top is not known. Perhaps it
was just a whim, comparable to
his spelling “Lac -On - - Tario”
-one place on the map and
“Ontario” on another.

digging through literally piles of paper
in the great capitals of the world as
well as amongst the frames and planks
of sunken ships in Deadman’s. Bay,
Toronto Island, Penetanguishene, the
Nottawasaga and Tobermory. Not only
that, having learned his seamanship the
hard way, in trading schooners and
stone hookers back at the turn of the

journalist; inevitably students of
Canada’s story in sail will be dis-
appointed with the tantalizing brief and
few references to the sources from
which the story came, And though this
reviewer is also a Torontonian, such
words as “Toronto, the hardest milked,
most derided and most desired city on
the continent”, and this “ . . . our

The story of Capitaine Labro-
querie’s last battle is told in C.
H. J. Snider’s “Tarry Breeks and
Velvet Garters”, reviewed in this
issue. Here is the closing scene:

“Three thunderous hours of this
gruelling work in the August sun,
and the smoke-pall drifted away
from the brig, suddenly silent. It
showed torn flags, dropping jerk
by jerk from her mastheads, her
rigging hanging like tangled
grapevines, her sides all gashed
and pockmarked.

“‘Give way! shouted William-
son (commander of the attacking

force), and all dashed in, arriving
alongside simultaneously under
the smoking gun muzzles. .

“Williamson was first up the
side, and through the torn board-
ing netting.,

“Labroquerie, bleeding, smoke-
stained, in faded and tarnished
uniform, silently tendered his
sword.  Williamson bowed, as
much as a man with a neck so
short could bow, returned it to
him, and shook his powder-black-
ened hand with his own equally
black.”
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the book, especially those of his wife
and his mistress, remain flat and inspire
neither dislike nor affection, This trick
of using everybody as a foil for the
hero creates an aloof Nelson heyond our
ordinary reach, If the reader has no
imagination, Mr, Warner does little to
assist him as, say, Ludovic Kennedy
does in “Nelson’s Band of Brothers”,

where through sympathetic studies of
the captains we gel some feeling for
the magic of the “Nelson Touch.”

Yet if the magic is lacking the genius
shines through. Mr. Warner has brought
Nelson the man into view as a fallible
mortal and yet he has left Nelson the
naval hero where he deserves to Dbe;
perched high above the rest of his kind

with his restless spirit keeping watch
over the capital of the nation which
raised him so high and which he served
so faithfully.—D.M.S.

A PORTRAIT OF LORD NELSON, by Oliver
Warner, Chatlo & Windus, London, 1958; pub-
lished in Canada by Clarke Irwin and Co.
Lid,, Toronto; 372 pages; illusirated. Price
6,75,

A BRISK TALE OF THE ROYAL NAVY

APTAIN E. W. Bush, DSO, DSC,

RN, like so many seamen, can
spin a good yarn but, unlike most of
his brethren, he has gone to the trouble
of setting it down on paper. The title
of his autobiography reveals much of
his personality: “Bless Our Ship” speaks
of his care for his shipmates and his
feeling for the spiritual values. He says
no word about his ideas on these sub-
jects; it is not necessary — they just
shine through the whole fabric of the
story he tells.

In his book, Captain Bush sticks very
closely to his naval life, especially the
seagoing part of it. He starts with his
medical examination when he entered
as a cadet, and ends with his son at
the same stage. In between he traces
his career from the Royal Naval Col-
leges to sea in 1914, cruiser work in the
North Sea, the Battle of the Dogger
Bank, Gallipoli, and Jutland, remain-
ing for the rest of the war in HMS
Revenge in the Grand Fleet. At Galli-
poli, as Midshipman of HMS Bacchante’s

15th Cruiser Squadron under Sir Philip
Vian. One of the convoy operations
led to the battle of Syrte and a bar to
the DSO. On relief from that service,
he was appointed one of the Naval As-
sault Group Commanders of Force “S”
for the descent upon the Norman coast.
Here he won the second bar to the DSO,
His last wartime job was Chief of Staff
to Force W, the naval contribution to
the amphibious operations along the
Burmese coast, which led to his being
present at the surrender of the Japanese
forces in Malaya at Singapore. Some-
where along the way he was twice men-
tioned in dispatches, and again there is
no mention of these awards.

If the story is unfamiliar to Cana-
dians, one of the characters, mentioned
only once, is not. When Bush was at
Royal Naval College, Dartmouth, his
Term Lieutenant’s name was Massey
Goolden. This officer, as a retired Cap-
tain RN, served as Naval Control Ser-
vice Officer at Sydney and Halifax dur-

ing the first few years of the Second
World War, The only other Canadian
item is, unfortunately, an error: HMAS
Napier, engaged on the Arakan, is as-
cribed to the RCN instead of the RAN,
Most of what Captain Bush writes is
from his own observation, but often he
could only see part of an operation or
an incident and he has supplemented
his story by yarns told by friends or
by reference to other publications.
When he has done this, he is careful to
tell the reader so and to give full credit
to his sources. His narrative style is
vivid and concise, and he wastes no
time on routine matters or transitional
passages, the reader must use his im-
agination to skip along after the story
teller, He will be left nearly breath-
less, for the pace is brisk.—Ph. Ch.

BLESS OUR SHIP, by Capt. E. W. Bush,
published by George Allen & Unwin Ltd,
and distributed in Canada by Thomas Nel-
son & Sons (Canada) Ltd., Toronto; 16 plates;
$4.75.

picket boat he won the DSC at the age
of 16, the youngest officer ever to win
it, but you won’t find that out from the
book—it is in the publisher’s note on
the dust jacket.

During the Twenty-Year Truce he
kept himself busy in the Baltic, on the
China Station, up the Yangtze-kiang in
a gunboat and in the Mediterranean
with only three short periods of ser-
vice ashore.

The Second World War as seen from
Captain Bush’s standpoint is very dif-
ferent from the war that most Canadian
naval personnel saw-—he never sailed
the North Atlantic and his only con-

~voys were to Malta with a cruiser

squadron, a destroyer flotilla and an
aircraft carrier or two for escort, usu-
ally outnumbering the merchantmen by
two to one.-

His first appointment was as Captain
of Inshore Patrols at Dover, which was
just hard work until Dunkirk came
along. A He received the DSO for his
services there. Next he served for a
long commission as Captain of HMS
Euryalus in the Mediterranean in the

“Now let’s plan our ports of call.”
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LOWER DECK PROMOTIONS

Following is a further list of promo- FORSTER, Donald L. ........ P2RW3
tions of lower deck personnel. The list ~ FOX, James F. ............... LSEM1
is arranged in alphabetical order, with FRASER, Edison C. ........... CaPT4
each new rating, branch and trade
group shown opgosilt)e the name GALE, John 8, ... .ovvenvenien. P1QM3

! GALER, Douglas J. ............ LSTD1
ALLEYNE, James H, +........ Lsqmi  GILBY, Donald E. ............ P2QM2
ALLISON, Henry J. .......... LSEM1
ANDERSON, James C. ........ LSTD2 % E
ANDREWS, Jack A, ,,........ PIRC2
ANDREWS, Ralph L, ,......... P1ER4 LETTER TO EDITOR
ANNETT, Bryan J. ....., ....LSNS2 P
ARTHURS, Thomas S, ..... . poEmp  Dear S
Being a pensioner from the Royal
BAKER, Richard A, .......... LSRP1 Navy, with 31 years’ service, including
BARLOW, Edgar ............. PIQM3  qy]] time in both World Wars, a Cana-
BELBECK, Warren C. ........ LSAR2  4ian Legion comrade gave me five issues
BENNETT, Christie L, ......... Cl1ET4 of The Crowsnest. You may picture
BENSON, Ernest L, .......... LSRP1 I . : ]
BIELBY, VictOr ............... PIAA2 1ow' d.ehghted 1 wa.s to read them.
BIGNELL, Verle L, ............ C2ER4 I joined the RN in 1903 and took my
BISHOP, William A. .......... LSEM1 pension in 1927. I joined HMS Lion in
BJOLA, Leonard N, ......,.... P2PR2 Plymouth and was recalled in 1939 for
BLAKELY, Robert W, ........P1PH4 the Second World War . . .
BLOMMAERT, Andrew J. ..... P2EM2 How well I remember HMCS Niobe,
BOETTGER, Floyd F. ........ P2RN3  {he pioneer of the Royal Canadian
BONE, Rona}ld Moo e C2ET4 Navy. I was in Halifax in 1911 when
BOYD, Kevin J. ..,........... LSRP1 the Niobe went on a rock at C Sapl
BRANDER, Walter E. .......... P1TD3 vent on a rocx at L.ape sape.
BRITNELL, Eric W. .......... LSAR2 I was serv1}1g in HMS Cornwall, cadet
BROSTER, Gordon A, .....,.... PIRP3 training ship (Captain Ley), and we
BROWN, Walter .............. c1Ql4 were sent to bring her back to Halifax.
BUCK, Kenneth F. ..,......... P2PH3 The time would be noon on Sunday
BURKE, Addison W. .......... Cl1P14 when we could hear her firing a gun,
but could not see her, as it was very
CAIN, Arthur ................ P1QR2 thick fog. We went on a rock our-
CAIN, John J. ............... LSTD1 selves. We were told it was Green
CARPENTER, James E, ....... LSAAI1 )
CARR, David D. ...vvornrrnrs LSRT2 3091{ (uncharted).’ As luck would have
CHABOT, Gerald A. .......... LSRP?2 it, it was flood tide and three hours
CHAMBERS, Neil P, .......... P1QM3 later we refloated and anchored for
"CHANDLER, Stanley H. ...... P1EM4 the night.
CHILDS, Harry ......, IEEEERES P2RS3 The next morning our captain told
CLARKE, Robert A. ..... e P2RN3 us he was going to take the Niobe in
ggglé, 1}{aeonf\;d}?x”x- ----------- E-’é%%% - tow, which we did and brought her
, Rona e ; ;
CORMACK, Ernest J. .......... LSVSI ?a: k to H ihff T We Wentthmg docle
COSTELLO, Frederick J. ...... P2QM3 OF repairs to take us across the Herring
CRANMER, William O. ........ c2G14  Pond to England.
CRAWLEY, George E. ....... . P1ER4 While we were in Halifax, we kids
used to sleep when ashore at a
DASH, Owen H. .............. LSAAI1 place on Water Street. The owner
DAVIDSON, Jphn E. .......... LSAC2 was Georgie James and in the morn-
ggl\Nal{llsfﬁ Wlil'hﬁmdA.D ---------- {;?Xﬁ; ing he used to wake us up with the
, Richar e i
DETCHKOFF, William ........ P20M2 Zzu?tdwoefrea bugle, calling the hands,
DICKSON, Ralph J. ,......... LSEM1 T . .
DINGWALL, Robert J. ........ LSRP1 I remain,
DONNAIT, Victor F. .......... P1TD3 Yours faithfully,
 DOWNEY, William ........... LSQM2 E. 8. J. POOLEY
| DUFFY, William C. ............ PiTD3 Port aux Basques,
] Newfoundland.
"EDGAR, Eric G. ...... ........ P2EA3
ELLIOTT, John E. ........... P1QM3 Note: The foregoing is a shortened version
'ELLIOTT, Samuel R. .......... LSCR2 of the letter written by Mr, Pooley.
VELLIS, Vernon W, ............ LSEM1 It was occasioned by a letter in the
. September 1957 issue of The Crows-
EVANS, Bryan ............... LSTD2 neft, in which Frank Hall, of Victoria,
. spoke of his father, Charles Robert
"FASEVICH, Mike ..,... ...... P2AC3 I?all, then in his 89th year and living
FINLAYSON, Ronald A. ....... LSTD1 in California, who had joined the
FLEMING, Paul H, ........... P2RS3 Niobe in 1910, when she was acquired
FOOTE, Ivan G. .............. LSRP2 by Canada.

GILL, Arthur M, ..,........... P2RW3
GILLIS, James V. .,.......... P1QM3
GORDON, Ray T. ....covvvn.. P1EM4
GOULDEN, Ian E, ....,.,..... LSCS2
GOWANLOCK, Frank G. ....., P2RW3
GRAHAM, Scott ..... e LSTD1
GRIFFIN, Clement F. ..... .r...P2RC2
GRIFFIN, Philip S. ............ P1EA4
HALL, Arthur K. ........... ,.LSAA1
HALL, Bernard P, ..,......... LSCS2
HARDY, Donald H. ............ C2ET4
HAUGHIE, John E. .,......... P2EM2
HAWKINS, Justin G, .......... LSAC2
HEAPHY, James S. ............ LSTD2
HERDER, Arnold G. .......... LSAF2
HEWENS, Clarence ........... P1PC3
HEWITT, William R. .......... LSEF2
HICKS, Stanley ............... LSCR1
HILL, Norman B. .............. C2PI14
HINDER, Roy L. .............. P2RP2
HORSMAN, Willard A, ........ LSRT2
HUGHES, Ronald R. .......... P2TD2
HURLEY, Allen J. ............ LSAA1
HUZZEY, Givelin A. ........ P2TD2
INGRAM, Gordon ........ LSRP1
JACKSON, Ward T. ........... P2EG3
JARDINE, Leonard ......,.... P1EA4
JOHNSON, Murray J. ......... C2AT4
KELLY, Raymond W. ..,.,.... LSAO1
KILBURN, James ............. LSEM1
KINGSTON, Charles E. ........ P2EG3
KNIGHT, Donald L. .......... LSQM1
KNOWLES, Ralph E. .......... C2RT4
LABONTE, Marcel J. .......... LSRC2
LALIBERTE, Remi J. ......... LSRA2
LANG; Keith- A+ -P2RP2——
LEBLANC, Marcel ........... LSSwW2
LEGGETT, Robert W. ........ P2QM2
LEGRAND, Donald L. ......... P1RT4
LEWIS, Charles ............... C2QI4
LEY, Charles T. .............. P2RD3
LILLEY, Donald J. ............ P2RD3
LOGAN, James W. ............ LSEM1
LOGAN, Ronald J. ............ LSRA2
LONGHURST, Alfred T. ...... P1AA3
LONGTIN, Robert J, .....,.... LSQM1
LOWTHER, Edward ........... C2BD4
LUSK, Charles W. ............. LSED2
MacDonald, Chester T. .,...... LSEM1
MacDOUGALL, Robert M. ..... P2CK2
MacINTYRE, Norman E, ...... P2AA2
MacKAY, Donald .............. C2QI4
MacPHAIL, John ............. LSRT2
McCABE, Robert A, ........... LSEM1
McCORMICK, George H. ...... LSQM2
McCORMICK, Michael M. ..... P1AA3
McDONNELL, John E. ........ P2RP2
McFARLANE, Robert G. ,..... P2LR2
McGEEAN, Bernard .......... LSEM1
McIVOR, William T. .......... P1PR3
McLAUGHLIN, Daniel J. ...... P2EM2
McLENNON, Gerard P. ........ P1QM2
McMURRAY, Raymond J. ..... LSAC1
McTAGGART, Leo F. ......... P1QM3
MANDY, Lawrence B. .......... C2PI4
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