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LADY OF THE MONTH

Poised for flight down a lift lock at
Peterborough, Ontario, is the patrol craft
HMCS Blue Heron, traversing the Trent
canal from Orillia to Lake Ontario. The
spectacle of a commissioned Canadian war-
ship making the descent of the famous
locks was rare enough to attract thousands
of spectators, many of whom were in the
city for the annual exhibition.

The evening sun was low in the sky when
the aerial photograph was taken of the Blue
Heron in the east lock at 8.30 p.m. Some
of the detail lost in the shadows has been
restored by retouching to make it easier to
visualize the impressive drop of 65 feet
from the upper to the lower level. The
height is equal to that of a six-storey build-
ing.

Peterborough’s lift locks, unique on this
continent, are an outstanding tourist attrac-
tion. Each of the two locks, operated by
hydraulic power, is 142 feet long by 33
feet in width and can accommodate vessels
of up to six feet in draught. Archimedes
figured out long ago. that the size of ship,
providing it was afloat, would make no
difference to the loaded weight of the lock
— a source of comfort to those making
the descent in large craft.—(Photo by H.-
R. Oakman, Aerial Photographer, Peter-
borough.)

Negative numbers of RCN photographs
reproduced in The Crowsnest are included
with the caption for the benefit of persons
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The Cover — The second of Canada’s atomic age anti-sub-
marine destroyer escorts, HMCS As&iniboine, cleaves the waters
of the approaches of Halifax harbour on the occasion of her first
homecoming. She is wearing the light grey — almost white —

paint which is coming into general use for HMC ships. (DNS-

16384)

wishing—to—obtain—prints—of thephotos.
This they may do by sending an order to
the Naval Secretary, Naval Headquarters;
Ottawa, attention Photographic Section, quot-
ing the negative number of the photograph,
giving the size and finish required, and en-
closing a money order for the full amount,
payable to the Receiver General of Canada.
Sizes, finish and the new National Defence
standardized prices, follow:
4 x 5 (or smaller) glossy finish only ., §$ .10

6'4 x 84 glossy finish only ............ 40
8 x 10 glossy or matte finish ..... sesas D0
11 x 14 matte finish only .............. 1.00
16 x 20 o ‘ e et iriar e 3.00
200x2¢ “ e i iireiaee 4.00
30 x 40 o ¢ e ireerreranes 8.00

SUBSCRIPTION RATE

The Crowsnest may be sub-
scribed for at the rate of $1 for
12 issues.

Persons desirous of receiving
their own private copies by mail
should send their orders, accom-
panied by cheque or money or-
der made out to the Receiver
General of Canada, to:—

THE QUEEN’'S PRINTER,

75 St. Patrick Street,
Ottawa, Ont.

Authorized as Second Class Mail, Post Office Department, Ottawa.
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and Admiral the Earl Mountbatten vis-
ited the three ships of the Common-
wealth escort. The Royal Party toured
each ship, talked with officers and men,
and graciously posed with each ship’s
company for a photograph, The St,
Laurent was further "honoured when
Her Majesty accepied an invitation to
refreshments in the wardroom.

The entertainment of oflicers and men
by the Swedish people was lavish and
‘excellent, This fact, the beautiful city
and an 0230 sunrise ensured that the
Swedish visit was indeed a memorable
one,

The St. Laurent slipped from her
berth on a cold wet morning, Saturday,
June 16, and sailed for her search and
rescue station for the Queen’s return
flight over the North Sea. The high-
light of this passage was the navigation
of the famous 95-kilometer Kiel Canal.

On receipt of the “safe arrival” sig-
nal from Admiralty, the St. Laurent
left her SAR station, set course for the
Thames estuary, and on arrival pro-
ceeded up the River Thames and se-
cured to buoys between London Bridge
and Tower Bridge in the Pool of Lon-
don.

The purpose of the London visit was
to exhibit the ship to Admiralty offi-
cials and interested officers from the
Nore. Once again the ship was host
to hordes of visitors, led by the First
Sea Lord and the Board of Admiralty,
The ship was open to unofficial visitors,
who arrived in droves by trippers boats
for the modest sum of two shillings
per person per trip—payable directly to
the happy skippers who, as one so suc-

a
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FROM THE NAVAL PHOTO SALON—A cat may look at a king and, by the same token, may turn its

back on a revered admiral.

This photograph from the Naval Photo Salon, which is on o tour of

Canadian cities, was taken by Lieut. (SB) Bert Norbury, command photographic and motion picture

officer at Naden.

ELECTRONIC PRANKS

URING the last days of August
D and the first few in September,
the Arctic reached down deep in her
bag of tricks for one more stunt to
upset the schedule of HMCS Labrador.

All during August, the work had pro-
ceeded normally and, with a good

Other departments of the ship re-
mained relatively unaffected except for
the communicators, who had increasing
backlogs of traffic to be cleared, and
at Churchill the incoming-material was
bound to pile up.

Radio—blackouts—or—magnetie—storms——

cinctly expressed it, “’ad never ’ad it
so good”.

The ship’s company was royally en-
tertained in London. Visits to indus-
tries were many and well attended.
Jack Hylton, the producer, presented
the ship with 120 tickets to “Kismet”
(a gesture equalled only by the ship’s
company in issuing 120 invitations to
the cast of “Kismet”), and each man was
presented with "a ticket to the Royal
Tournament by HMCS Niobe; five of
the ship’s officers were invited to Royal
Ascot, as guests of Her Majesty the
Queen, for the Gold Cup, and later for
tea; and every one had 48 hours well-
earned leave. .

On June 26, the St. Laurent sailed
from the Pool of London, and pro-
ceeded to sea. After a brief stop in
Portland to conduct trials and to show
visitors around the ship, course was set
for Halifax and home. At 1100 on July
5 the St. Laurent secured alongside in
HMC Dockyard and: preparations were
made for both the ship and the ship’s
company to undergo a-period of self-
refit.

. officer, for

amount of surveying accomplished and
the sea lift escorted without incident
into the DEW line sites, there didn’t
appear to be any outstanding difficulties
remaining. Suddently a radio blackout
began and the ship lost all contact with
the outside world.

First to be affected was the weather
without weather reports
from a large surrounding area, fore-
casting is quickly relegated to the
aching-corn approach and in the Arctic
this is less than half the story.

The first evening, a boat and a heli-
copter were stranded on the beach by
a snowstorm and were unable to re-
turn until the next morning. Then,
with the sun smiling down and appar-
ently settled weather approaching, two
sounding boats were left to survey one
of the channels. The following day,
a fresh' wind developed making small
boat operations hazardous and forcing
the cancellation of several beacon-
erecting expeditions. All this difficulty
could have been prevented if the re-
ception of weather reports had made
accurate forecasts possible,

are caused basically by flare-ups or
spots on the sun and can descend on
the Arctic regions without warning.
They are most frequent during the
spring and fall but can occur at any
season of the year. This year is near
the top of the sun-spot cycle and con-
sequently the storms are more com-
mon, more lasting and more intense.

The Canadian Arctic is most affected
by these storms because it is the home
of the North Magnetic Pole. Sunspots
are the source of a stream of particles
from the sun which, in approaching the
earth are concentrated by magnetic
forces. The effect in the Arctic is most
intense and it has been found that, as
in the case with “northern lights”, the
band of severest disturbance runs across
northern Quebec, northern Hudson Bay
and the southwesternmost of the Arc-
tic islands.

Some progress has been made in pre-
dicting these occurrences but to date
no sure method of penetration has been
found and it is usually a matter of
waiting it out.
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The Popange of the Flying Cockerel

HE Flying Cockerel spent her days
T Upon the Mersey-side,
A river tug with tattered flag
Which always snapped with pride.
Black, squat and ugly, draped around
With beard of old tarred rope,
As rolling in her eight-knot gait
As sailor from Cape Hope.

In years of peace she huffed and puffed
To dock the ocean ships,

The river in her painted pride,
The tramps and cargo ships.

Then, when war swept like snarling tide
Across the Mersey sand,

Her crew and skipper jumped with pride
To lend a ready hand.

NE NIGHT, a battered cargo boat,

O Hit hard upon the Bar,

Her convoy safely home in port—
Hers an unlucky star.

Like jewels ’cross the throat of night,
Her rockets lit the sky,

As o’er the raging waters screamed
The sea-birds raucous cry!

A ship to help, d life to save,
No thought of danger near,

The Perch Rock lifeboat put to sea
Without a thought of fear.

But, suddenly a clawing sea
Struck heavy on her side,

And left her shattered in her tracks
Athwart a raging tide.
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A Ballad of the Mersey-side

97T \WAS THEN the Flying Cockerel’s
T crew

Knew it was up to them,

So, tossing Regulations out
They turned a seawards stem.

High raced the flying bow waves white,
Her ensign red flew free,

As, like a bulldog slipped from leash
She headed out to sea!

Her sturdy engines drove her on,
The wreck loy dead ahead,

And soon @ heaving line snaked out,
Caught on the fo’c’sle head.

Then, breathlessly, with frantic hand
Four men were safe on board,

And still the wild wrack of the storm
To thundering heavens roared!

—E TR T:I‘\.‘—é—' g ; —

The Writer

A former RCAF officer with
both experience and love of the
sea, ex-Sqd.-Ldr. R. C. Tiplady,
of Toronto, contributed the bal-

lad of the war at sea which ap-

pears here. Mr. Tiplady this past
summer became editor-in-chief of
The Veterans Advocate, the offi-
cial publication of the Army,
Navy and Air Force Veterans of
Canada.

Naval readers will recognize the
poem as art rather than history.
The German submarine mentioned
here, the U-239, was in fact de-
stroyed during an RAF raid on
Kiel on July 23, 1944.

JVHE Flying Cockerel rolled a-beam,
T And thought her duty donme,
‘When suddenly, above the storm,

Cracked out a vicious gun,

“My God, a sub!” the skipper cried,

And hard upon her lee
The German U-boat 239

Rolled in a trough of sea.

“Clear off the fenders from the bow!”
The Cockerel’s skipper cried
“I’ll ram the tin-can so-and-so
Or go out on the tide!”
And so the story thus is told—
They struck her rolling hull,
Ripped through her plates and sheared
her  side—
High screamed the storm-tossed gull.

‘

N MERSEY-SIDE the brass hats
stood.
The Navy blue and gold;
And for a dignified salute
The naval drum-heads rolled.
“I name thee ‘Royal’,” the “brass hat”
said,
“Royal Flying Cockerel—
And let her fly the ensign white
Instead of ensign red!”

And if you wvisit Mersey-side
You’ll see an old black tug,
Still puffing up the river wide
Like squat and sturdy pug.
And if you wonder why she flies
Her naval flag with pride
Don’t ask her skipper or her crew—
Just ask the Mersey tide!
—R.C.T.
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The increased aircrew pay rates are
comparable to those in effect in the
United Kingdom and the United States.

The flying pay increases apply both
to officers and lower deck personnel
carrying out aircrew duties in the
Royal Canadian Navy. s

At the present time there are 46
men serving as Observer’s Mates in
Avenger anti-submarine aircraft of the
RCN or in related training duties at
Shearwater. Another 12 men are spe-
cializing as air-borne sonar operators
with the Navy’s anti-submarine heli-
copter unit, HS-50. Flying pay for
men in both categories has been raised
.to $75 from $30 a month.

In the Avenger, the Observer’s Mate
is mainly concerned with the operation
of radar and radio equipment. How-
ever, the size -of his branch -and the
scope of his duties and responsibilities
are currently being expanded in prepa-
ration for the re-arming of the Navy’s
anti-submarine squadrons with the
CS2F-1 aircraft beginning this fall.

and responsibilities re-

To meet future manning and train- -

ing requirements, the Observer’s Mate
branch is gradually building toward an
authorized complement of 125.

The 12 sonar operators attached to
HS-50 are members of the Seaman
Branch with specialized training as
Submarine Detectors. They took to the
air following the formation of the anti-
submarine “‘helicopter unit and the in-
stallation of “dunking ‘sonar” in the
aircraft. “Dunking sonar” is a device
which can be lowered inlo the water
from a hoyering hehcopter Its sub-

- marine detection propertles are -gen- .

erally similar to those of shipborne
“sonar.

The flying pay increase affects ap-
proximately 320 RCN officers possess-
ing aircrew qualifications. They range
from cadets just beginning flight train-
ing with the U.S. Navy at Pensacola,
Fla., to veterans of carrier combat duty
in the Second World ‘War who are now
commanding naval air squadrons and
in other 1mportant naval aviation ap-
pomtments

Supply Branch
Officers Shifted

Five officers of the supply branch of
the Royal Canadian Navy took up new
appointments in July and August.

~ Cdr. (S) .Beverley E. Gaynor, who
had been supply officer at Stadacona,
was appointed supply officer at Shear-
water. He succeeded, on July:18, Cdr.
(S) Harold Connor Ledsham.

Cdr. Ledsham replaced Cdr. (S) Ray-
mond V. Bowditch as supply officer of
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. effective July 30..

the Magnificent on July 30. The latter
took up a new appointment as Director
of General Stores at Naval Headquar-
ters on August 20.

Cdr. (S) Austin B. Rivers was ap-
pointed to Stadacona as supply officer,
His appointment as
Officer-in-Charge of the Aviation Sup-
ply Depot at Shearwater was filled by
Lt.-Cdr. (S) James W. Thomson, form-
erly Deputy. Supply Officer in the
Quebec.

Officers’ Rank
For Supply Men

Two former petty officers have been
promoted to the rank of acting sub-

lieutenant in the supply branch of the

Royal Canadian Navy. They are
A/Sub-Lt. (S) Harold Allan MacCul-
lough and A/Sub-Lt. (S) Albert Arthur
Allen. .

In August they began a six-week
divisional officer’s course at Cornwallis,
and in October went to Naval Supply

Education Credits
Garnered in North

Naval education credits are an im-
portant by-product of an Arctic cruise
in the Labrador. Many of the men take
advantage of the opportunity to study
courses and to write examinations.
There ‘is no shore leave and, although
it is fascinating to watch the heavy ice
give way under the bow of the ship,
there isn’t always ‘ice present. The
Labrador often sails- through great
stretches of open water and a regular
“sea-routine” is the order of the day.

A seaman who shuns the usual crib-
bage, bridge, hobby crafts and reading
can work his way through basic and

intermediate’ courses right up to the

Higher Education Tests, which are the
naval equivalent of junior matriculation.

The books for the various courses are
carried in the Labrador and the men use
their off-time to good advantage. Books
for 111 courses were drawn between
the start of the voyage and August 186.
The final examination tests are carried
and as soon as a man completes a
course he writes the examination. Then

he draws the books for the next course

and continues right on.

The chaplain is the acting education
officer. He is in charge of the text books,
organizes classes in basic English and
Arithmetic, marks the practice tests,
and arranges and monitors the final
examinations. However, he does not
have the responsibility of marking the
final papers. These are. sent to the

command education office and. the re- .

sults come from there,

School in Montreal for a supply officer’s
technical course. Following these
courses they will take up appointments
in the fleet.

Chaplains Given
New Appointments
Four Roman Catholic chaplains of

 the Royal Canadian Navy received new

appointments this summer.

Chaplain Joseph E. Whelly has been
appointed to the Bonaventure, at Bel-
fast, Northern Ireland. He was suc-
ceeded as Command Chaplain (RC)
on the staff of the Flag Officer Atlantic
Coast, by Chaplain Joseph H. LaPorte
who took up his new appointment on
September 3.

Chaplain John A, Eves, Ireland, and
Victoria, relieved Chaplain LaPorte at
Cornwallis on August 27.

Replacing Chaplain Eves, on August
20, at Naden, was Chaplain John P.

Farrell. Chaplain Farrell was formerly
Roman Catholic - Chaplain in the
Quebec.

Divers Produce
Live Lobster

A “practical” use for diving was
demonstrated to crows attending the
First Annual Lobster Carnival at Sum-
merside, P.E.I,, when two naval divers
dropped into the sea from a helicopter
and emerged bearing a 8%-pound live
lobster, which was presented to the
mayor of Summerside,

The demonstration was put on by a

~diving team from Halifax, headed by

Lieut. E. D. Thompson, and the divers
who performed the feat of legerdemain
were Petty Officers V. N. Melanson and
Y. J. Gingras. Needless to say they had
not combed the bottom of the Atlantic
for the lobster. It came from a planted

lobster trap whose location was marked

by a buoy.

Throughout the Lobster Carnival,
held from July 18 to 21, a static display,
featuring diving gear was open to the
public.

The display was arranged by CPO W.
R. Morton, RCN recuiter for Prince
FEdward Island, and showed both deep-
sea and. shallow-water equipment. The
equipment was brought to the island by
the diving team, who put on the “live”
diving display on- the last day of the
carnival.

Wren Officers
Promoted

The  promotion in rank of two wren
officers was announced by Naval Head-
quarters

,Promoted to lieutenant-commander
(W) was Lieut. Jean Crawford-Smith,




Staff Officer (Wrens) to the Flag Officer
Naval Divisions in Hamilton. She is
the first regular force wren officer to
attain the rank of lieutenant-com-
mander.

Promoted to licutenant (W) (SB)
was Sub-Lt. Patricia Rosemary Rennie,
operations officer at HMCS Coverdale,
naval radio station near Moncton.

Commissions for
Three CPOs

Three former chief petty officers of
the ‘Royal Canadian Navy have been
promoted to the rank of acting commis-
sioned officer. They are A/Cd. Master~
at-Arms James Gordon MacQuarrie,
A/Cd. Commissary Off., Raymond
Horace Barringer and A/Cd, Stores Off.
Geoffrey Jackson Clark,

Cd. MAA MacQuarrie was to attend
a divisional course at Cornwallis before
taking up an appointment on the staff
of the Area Recruiting Officer, Eastern
Ontario, in October. Cd. Commissary
Off. Barringer was appointed to Hoche-
laga, the Naval Supply Centre at
Montreal, and Cd. Stores Off. Clark
took up an appointment at Gloucester,
naval radio station near Otiawa. The
latter two assumed their new duties
on August 1.

Difficult Mercy
Errand Performed

A cable ship, engaged in laying cable
south from Alaska off the Queen Char-
lotte Islands and unable to slacken
speed or alter course, offered a difficult

the U.S. Naval Test Centre, at Patux-
ent River, Maryland.

Both officers began their naval car-
eers on the lower deck—Cdr. Lowe as a
boy seaman and Cdr, Huntier as an or-
dinary seaman-—and received their com~
missions early in the Second World War,

Cdr. Lowe was promoted to his pres-
ent rank on July 1 of this year, while
serving as Staff Officer (Helicopters) at
Headquarters. Cdr. Hunter was serving
as an exchange officer in the USS York-
town (aircraft carrier) off Korea when
promoted from lieutenant-commander in
July 1954.

Officer Atiends
NATO Course

Cdr. Raymond Albert Green has gone
overseas to allend the tenth course at
the NATO Defence College, Paris, be-
ginning on September 3.

Cdr. Green was Staff Officer (Air
Personnel) at Naval Headquarters be-
fore taking up his new appointment.

Aviation Slores
Post Filled
Cdr. (S) Peter Harold Sinclair be-
came Director of Aviation Stores on
the Staff of the Supply Officer~in-Chief
at Naval Headquarters on Septem-
ber 10. :
His predecessor was Lt.-Cdr. (S)
J. Kevin. Power who began a busi-

RCN Firemen Help
In Halifax Blaze
Fire fighters from HMC Dockyard

ness administration course at the Uni-
versity of Western Ontario, London, this
fall, Lt.-Cdr. Power had been Direc~
tor of Aviation Stores since June 1954,

“Biggest Show
On Ice” Staged

Dubbed the “biggest show on ice” by
the ship’s newspaper, the Sunday Night
Jamboree had its inaugural perform-
ance on board the Labrador on July 29,
The show was held in the cafeteria and
was attended by the Captain, the Com-~
mander, a number of other officers and
most of the ship’s company.

“Emceed” by PO J. E, Elliott, of
Montreal and Halifax, the performance
lasted just over an hour and featured
members of the crew in songs  that
ranged from spirituals to old favourites
to “Rock Island Line”.

Musical accompaniment was supplied
by a band composed of Ldg. Sea. R. L.
Hinder of Halifax on the bass fiddle
(an jnverted gash can, length of rope
and half a broomstick); Ldg. Sea. S. G.
D. Guertin, of Halifax and Ottawa, on
the harmonica; Able Seamen J. A.
Adams, of Toronto, and K. Knight, of
Sarnia, on electric guitars; Ldg. Sea.
B. A. Chestney, of Hamilton, with the
bones, and AB M, J. Legault of Mont-
real on drums (a cake tin borrowed
from the galley). The cox'n, CPO D.
B. Backman, of Halifax, strummed the
ukelele with commendable zeal.

The *“orchestra”, calling themselves
the Northern Airs, were dressed in uni-
form trousers and tee shirts, topped

off by two-foot wide, yellow how tfies

rescue problem when one of her seamen
was seriously injured in late August.

A seaman, Alfred Wore, suffered mul-
tiple leg fractures when he . was
crushed by a cable drum on board the
Albert J. Meyer. .

A. Canadian fisheries vessel failed
through lack of speed in an attempl to
remove the injured seaman. The Al-
gerine coastal escort HMCS Oshawa
was diverted from a iraining cruise in
the area and, in a late night manceuvre,
came alongside the Albert J. Meyer and
took the accident victim on board.

Four hours of fast steaming brought
the Oshawa to Port Hardy, on the
northern end of Vancouver Island.
There an RCAF Dakota was waiting to
fly the injured man to Seattle.

Naval Aviation
Changes Announced

Cdr., John Douglas Lowe has, been
appointed Deputy Director of Naval
Aviation at Naval Headquarters. He
succeeds Cdr. H. James Hunter, assigned
to the U.S. Navy’s test pilot course at

fought side by side with city firemen
when a dangerous and costly fire raged
on-the Halifax waterfront on August 18.
Small boys playing with matches started
the blaze which destroyed five ware-
houses and storage buildings. The loss
was several
dollars. .

HMC Dockyard’s Fire Tug No. 1
was on duty assisting Halifax firemen
for five and a half hours and during
much of that time the Stadacona com-
pany was on standby duty should its
services be required.

A letter of gratitude for the assistance

‘lent by naval fire fighters was addressed

to Rear-Admiral R. E. S. Bidwell, Flag
Officer Aflantic Coast, by Mayor L. A.
Kitz, as follows:

“Many thanks for the immediate
assistance of naval fire boat in fighting
fire on our waterfront Friday. Chief
MacGillivray found it of great help in
carrying on his dangerous job. It is

another of many acts that demonstrates

the spirit of co-operation existing be-
tween the Navy and our city.” '

hundred thousands of .

‘ and with no delays.

and colourful cardboard bowlers,

One item on the card, not requiring
the services of the band, was a short
“talk” by PO Van Northwick, USN.
Using PO Elliott as stooge, he told a joke

. which was not only funny, but no one

had heard it before. He was called
back later for a second performance.

It was a rapid-fire show, informal
The audience ap-
plauded vigorously and all are looking
forward to the next program. ‘

‘Lab’ Assistant
Gains Promotion

A former petty officer, Robert Greg-
ory Armstrong, has been promoted to
the rank of acting commissioned officer
(Medical Technician). .

Cd. Oft. Armstrong, formerly a
laboratory assistant in the RCN Hos-
pital at Stadacona, was promoted on
July 1. On August 24, he went to
Cornwallis for a divisional course and
on completion he was appointed for
duty as a laboratory technician at the
RCN Hospital at Naden.
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Lt.- Cdr. Johnson quickly tagged a
young photographer and instructed him
to “escort Mrs. Buchanan to the bridge
without delay”; Sub-Lt. Hawthorne was
to be in the first flight. ’

I don’t think I have ever climbed so
many ladders quite so quickly in my
life. I arrived on the bridge a quivering,
panting mass, and my escort was not
much better. While I tried to regain
breath and composure, he obtained the
number of Sub-Lt. Hawthorne’s aircraft
and we relaxed and waited for number
110 to come around. Alan made his
first landing a few moments later and I
am sure I was as excited and thrilled
as he was. It was more than interesting,
if not a little amusing to note the
changes of expression on the young
students’ faces as they roared down the
deck on take-off. The first time off
their faces were so tense, as if they
couldn’t believe that they could get off
in so short a space; and then with each
successive landing and take-off there
was a gradual relaxation until with the
sixth we noted confident grins as they
roared by the bridge to join up with
their respective flights and head back
to the airfield.

By the time Alan had done four' of
his landings the rest of my flight had
joined me and in no time were all root-
ing for “Canada”. During the very brief
spells of comparative  quiet between
landings our guide explained the duties
of the various members of the flight
deck crews, and we managed to see how
quickly and thoroughly they work when
one aircraft had to have a tire change.
When “Canada” had completed his six,
Captain Shinn asked for him to come
to the bridge for his congratulations and
I had the honour of shaking his hand
and posing for a photograph with him.

Now it was another flight’s turn to
occupy the vantage point on the bridge

and we were taken below for our tour.

We visited the dispensary, dental
surgery, laundry, barber shop, officers’
and men’s quarters, and in each section
were impressed by the fact that no mat-
ter how busy everyone was, they took
time out to explain their own particular
function in this floating airdrome and
answer numerous questions.

Lunch was the next item on the
agenda and I was honoured to be in-
vited to join Captain and Mrs. Shinn
and their guests in the captain’s suite.
After an enjoyable meal and rest, Mrs.
Shinn, two other lady guests and myself
were escorted on still another tour of
interesting places. We visited first the
Combat Information Centre, or “Opera-
tions”, which to me was particularly
interesting as I had done an aircraft
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direction course during my time in the
WRNS. From there to the Communica-
tions Room, which was delightfully air
conditioned, and then down below to
one of the four boiler rooms, where we
nearly roasted!. Then on to the galleys,
bakery and butcher shop. Further aft
we saw more crew’s quarters and for a
brief moment watched the aircraft ap-~
proaching from a vantage point under
the round-down—not a very healthy
looking spot. Back to the hangar deck

again to see the machineshops and ready

rooms and to be shown one aircraft that
had had a slight acquaintance with the
barrier. Then to the “island” again for
a look at the wheelhouse and the bridge,
after which we resumed our ‘“goofing
stations” to watch more landings. In
all, 180 landings were made while we
were aboard, which, according to the
landing signal officer, was just a fair
day.

‘We had been told earlier that a “high
line transfer” was to be demonstrated
for our benefit and when the “flying
flag” - came down and the flight deck
was cleared we all moved to the star-
board after end of the deck to see the
operation. The destroyer USS Coney,
which had been sailing on our port
quarter as plane guard all day, came
alongside, and, to our surprise, the
transfer proved to be a necessity and
not just a demonstration. One of the

Coney’s crew had taken ill and, as the
destroyer was not returning to Pensa-
cola with us, her captain arranged for
the sick man to be transferred to the
Saipan and taken to the naval hospital
While the lines were being

ashore;

secured and the sick man was being
settled in his stretcher, we were enter-
tained by the antics of a large school
of porpoises running before the bows of
the destroyer. ’

The transfer completed without mis-
hap, we wended our way to the ward-
room for coffee or iced tea, a talk by the
air officer and a demonstration of their
various duties by members of the flight
crews, Then Captain Shinn introduced
a naval aviation cadet who had, only
an hour or so earlier, completed his
carrier qualification. We all felt ex-
tremely sorry for the poor boy, who
claimed he did not know which was the
greater ordeal—landing on for the first
time or facing us! He then proceeded
to outline his training up to the present
phase and gave us all a remarkably
clear picture of what a student pilot has
to learn. A movie on flight deck hazards
was then shown and it was agreed that
it was better seen after we had watched
deck landings. Another movie was
scheduled but I could not resist going
up top again to sit on the now peaceful
flight deck and enjoy the evening sun-
shine as we sailed smoothly home.

As we came alongside the jetty after
a very enjoyable “sea duty”, it was good
but also rather amusing to see several
husbands, complete with babies in their
arms and toddlers tugging at their free
hands, searching the flight deck and gun
sponsons for the familiar face of
“Mommie’’,

It was certainly a day to remember
and I am proud to be the owner of
an “Honorary Tail-Hook Pilot Certifi~
cate”!













HANDSOME BOOK TELLS
STORY OF CANADA'S VCs

\HE CENTENARY of the institution
T of the Victoria Cross has called
forth many publications, but few can
be as handsome or as comprehensive
as “Canada’s VCs”. The main part of
the work, “The 94 Canadian Holders
of the Victoria Cross”, devotes to each
man two pages containing a portrait
and brief biography -followed by a re-
print of the citation from the London
Gazette. ‘

The. portraits are a notable feature;
in the preface Lt.-Col. Machum. says:
“I have had particular difficulty in se-
curing photographs and in many cases
when they have been . obtained they

; LETTER TO EDITOR
Sir: . '

I read recently “A Hundred Years of
the Victoria Cross” in the July edition
of Thée Crowsmnest which contained a
paragraph about my father, the late
Captain Ronald Neil Stuart VC, DSO,
RD, AdC, RNR. v

During the TFirst World War my
father was the recipient of the United
States Navy Cross and was twice men-
tioned in dispatches in addition to the
decoration listed in your article. Re-

" turning to Canadian Pacific Steamships

after the war he eventually commanded
the Duchess of York and was the young-
est commodore-captain afloat when he

assumed command of the -42,000-ton -

Empress of Britain. Subsequently he
became Marine Superintendent in Mont-
real and General Manager of Canadian
Pacific Steamships in London. He died

"in 1954 a few years after retiring.

Being in England at the time I had
the honour of being invited by the War

‘Office to represent my late father at
the recent Victoria Cross Centenary,

my elder. brother Lieutenant-Com -
mander Ronald Neil Stuart, DSC, Royal
Navy (Ret’'d), being unable to attend.
The many Canadians who attended the
Centenary Celebrations will bear wit-
ness that the parade was a most mov-
ing and splendid . ceremony.
Your obedient servant
(Signed) W. J. H. STUART
* Lieutenant-Commander

RCN. . )

HMCS Bonaventure,

Belfast,
Noxjj:_hern Ireland.
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have proved unsuitable for reproduc-
tion.” This trouble was overcome by
having the artist, F. M. L. Barthropp,
prepare pen drawings from the photo-
graphs. Thus a complete, uniform and
handsome set of portraits has been
produced.

The 94 VCs treated fully in the book
are those listed by the Department of
National Defence. “All but two ori-
ginally joined ' the Canadian armed
forces, and - the two exceptions were
residents of Canada when the call for
service came.” Eight more holders of
the VC are listed in Appendix A as
past or present residents in this coun-
try. The other appendices give birth-
places and regiments or services (the
number of holders in each).

Of particular interest to readers of
The Crowsnest are four Canadian naval
personnel, of whom three were in the
British service. Our Navy has been un-
fortunate in its opportunities for per-
sonal distinction in both world wars;
these four show that, when the oppor-
tunity presents itself, it is eagerly
seized.

The first thing the reader is likely
to notice as he works through the
biographiés is that the first four re-
cipients won their decoration so far
afield: one in the charge of the Light
Brigade at Balaclava, two in the Indian
Mutiny (including Able Seaman Wil-

~liam Hall) and one at Little Andaman

in the Indian Ocean. . All the rest of
the crosses were won in the South
African War and the two World Wars.

BOOKS for the
SAILOR

The other notable feature is that the
only thing that the men have in com-
mon is the Victoria Cross.—P.A.C.

“Canada’'s VCs"—The story of Canadians
who have been awarded the Victoria Cross,
a centenary memorial 1956, compiled and with
notes by Lieut.-Colonel George C. Machum,
ED, with a foreword by General H. D. G.
Crerar, CH,, CB, DSO, CD, drawings by Fran-
cis M. L. Barthropp, Toronto, McClelland &
Stewart Limited 1956; 208 pages illustrated,
quarto, $12.50.

NADEN HISTORY
TO BE PRINTED

A second edition of the history of
HMCS Neaden has been set in type and
an index is now being prepared. The
first edition of this work was mimeo-~
graphed in 50 copies in 1952 but this
has béen sold out for some years. The
book was written by Major F. V. Long-
staffe, the well-known West Coast his-

“ torian, who is editing the new edition.

The date of publication is not known
at the present time. _

‘Some of the contents include: a ‘list
of flag officers of the old Pacific Sta-
tion, 1836-1905; history of Naden; his-
tory of the many Rainbows; 72 years
of service of the ship Cormorant;
records of pioneer naval volunteers of
Canada from 1914 and eight illustra-
tions reproduced from rare pitcures
never before seen in print.

‘Rear-Admiral H. F. Pullen, Flag Of-
ficer Pacific Coast, has contributed an
introduction.







" JACKSON, Kenneth A.......... C1G14

JACOB, John H................ P2VS2
JEFFREY, Charles H........... P2RW3
JENKINS, James D...... e LSQM1
JENSEN, Eric R............... LSAM2
JESSIMAN, Harold R.......... P2EM2
KEHOE, John B................ P2TA3
KEKEWICH, Glenn A.......... P1RP3
KELLY, John P................ LSQR1
KEY, Thomas.............ov... LSNS1
KREPPS, John R.............. P1ER4
LANGILLE, James D........... P2AA2
LAPOINTE, Francis J.......... LSRP1
LEBLANC, Laurie J............ P1RC3
LEDUC, John M................ P2AF2
LOCK, Courtney A............. LSEM1
LUMSDEN, Alexander S....... P2AA2
MacDONALD, Glenn H......... LSEM1
McBRIDE, Richard T........... P1lER4
McCARTHY, Paul A........... C1MR4
McISAAC, James G.......ouun.. LSEF3
McKIEL, Rankin R............. LSRP1
McMILLAN, ,Ronald A.........P1AA2
McKINNIMAN, Carl F,,....... LSQM1
McNUTT, Ernest W............. C2P14
MARGERISON, Charles A...... LSCV1
MARSH, John E............... LSEM1
MARTIN, Gael A.............. LSQM2
MAY, Donald F........ PP LSAR1
MAYBEE, William............. L.SEM1
MELNECHUK, William......... P2PR2
MENZIES, Donald W........... LSEM1
MILES, George N.............. LSAAL
MILNE, John B................ P2RP2
MORO, Louie J..........couvn.n P1PR2
MORTON, John W.......... -+ LSAW2
MOSHER, Wilson W........... LSCK2
MUNRO, Gordon W............ P2RP2
MURISON, John B............. P2CS3
NAULT, Roger J............... LSSW2
NEILL, David M............... P2TD2
NEWBOLD, Norman G......... LSEM1
NIXON, Alan W............... P2TD3
O’CONNOR, Murray T.......... LSEF3
O’DONNELL, Murray E......... P2AA2
OVERTON, Kenneth A......... LSQM1
PARK; Harry A............. . .LSAM2
PARK, Rowland P............. LSRD3
PARKER, Howard.............. LSSElL
PARTNER, Robert W..... ....LSARI
PEARSON, William G.......... P1ER4
PEPPIATT, Francis B.......... LSRP1
PINNOCH, Frank J............. LSRP1
PLANT, Merle A,..:. .. ....u... P2SW2
PRIMEAU, Joseph L........... LSQM1
PRINGLE, Clyriton N........... LSEM1
PRISKE, Robert E............. P2TD2
PROWSE, Charles W........... LSAP2
RAVEN, Stuart C............... LSED3
WEDDINGS

Able Wren -Margaret J. Johnson, 'Stada-
conda, to Chief Petty Officer Sydney R. Wal-
laee, Stadacona.

Sub-Lieutenant (W) Victoria E. Lavis,
Patriot, to Mr. Edward Stewart, Toronto,
Ont.

Sub-Lieutenant (W) Irene Ross Johnson,
Prevost, to Commissioned -Engineer Leslie
C. Sandells, RN, Sixth Submarine Squadron.
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ROTH, Frank J................ LSNS2

ROWBOTTOM, Gérald AL, LSEM1
SALAGA, Stephen A........... LSNS2
SCHULZ, Charles D........:....G2G14
SCOPIE, Donald B............. LSAA1
SELF, Robert H................ P1lER4
SEVERNY, Paul................ P1ER4
SHOVELLER, Roderick M....... P2TD2
SINE, Bruce K................. P2GA3,
STEPHENSON, Michael E...... LSAR1
STEWART, Kenneth G......... C2ER4
SUTTON, Donald K............ LSAW2
SWEENEY, John N............. LSRP1
TELLIER, Guy J..o'vvnveunnn. LSEM1
THORNE, Ronald E............ LSAM2
TITCHMARSH, John H......... P2EM2
TRAVISS, Richard B........... LSQM1
TURNBULL, Andrew J......... P2EM2 -
TURNER, Bruce A............. C2ER4
VANDER-HOEK, Harry........ P1ER4
WALKER, Robert E........... P1QM3
WALLS, George F............. LSEM1
WARNER, Francis H........... LSCK2
WATSON, James. ......c.ocvuvnn. C2QR3
WAY, Fraser........cccvvuvenn LSAA1
WEAVER, Ronald F............ LSRP1
WEBB, Bruce A................ LSEM1
WESSEL, Anthony J............ P2AF2
WILE, Philip O................ P1AA3
WILLIAMS, William E......... P2AR2
WILSON, Wilbert C........... P1QM3
YAKUBOWICH, Nicholas....... P1lER4
ZOBATAR, John A.......... ...LSTD2
RCN (R)
ANDREW, Joel H.............. ABNS1
BAUDER, Larry R.............LSAWI1
BETHUNE, Janet............. WLQMS
BOLTER, William G........... ABLMS-
BOUCHER, Richard F. J....... ABCR1
CAMPBELL, Kenneth A........ P2CV2
CAVE, Beverly J.......... WACO(T)1
CHISTIE, Charles S............ LSAAS

CHITOURAS, Arthur J......... LSNS1

Governor General
Extends Thanks

Vice-regal thanks were a part of
the reward of four RCN ships which
had embarked His Excellency the
Governor General for brief visits to
two Saguenay River ports.

The Wallaceburg, Cormorant, Blue
Heron and Mallard were hosts to the
Governor General while en route to
Halifax  following completion of the
1956 Great Lakes Training.

On his return to Quebec City, after
visiting Tadoussac and Port Alfred
with the ships, His Excellency mes~
saged:

“Again 1 want to thank the ship’s
company of HMCS Wallaceburg and
the ships’' companies of Blue Heron,
Mallurd and Cormorant for all the
kindness they showed me during my
passage up the Saguenay. God bless
you all.”

CLARK, Gordon M............. CICV3

CRAWFORD, Allan B.......... ABCRI1
CROSS, Marilyn R........ WAME(X)1
DAW, Mary P....oovvvvvnennn WAWAL
FORD, Larry R....ovvivennnnen ABMA1
GAGNON, Frances I........ WLSS(X)1
GAMBEE, Peter G............. P2QMS
GARRECK, Harley............ LSQMS
GOODFELLOW, James B....... P2BD3
HALTER, Florandena...... WACO(T)1
HOLMES, John FE.............. C2CV3
HUGES, David E............... LSBD2
HUNT, Holman R. C........... LSCR2
KENNEDY, Albert L.......... ABMA1
KENNEDY, Robert J........... LSQMS
KILPATRICK, Norman L....... P2EM2
KILPATRICK, Ross S.......... LSBD2
KINDREE, Denise R........ WLSS(X)1
KOZIEL, Bernice K....... WAME(X)1

LITVAX, Marlene F. M... . WAME (X)1

MARSHALL, Frederick ........ P2PW2
MESTON, Gordon E............ Cl1ER4
MITCHIE, Charlotte......, WACO(T)1
MONTIETH, Mildred A.....WASS(X)1
MOORE, Lyman E............. LSRPS
MORRISON, Theodore W....... P2CK2
NEEDLES, Marjorie J........ WA (NQ)
O’LEARY, Charles A........... P1ED4
OVERWATER, Wilhelmus T....ABBD1
PARKER, Robert H............ C2S8H4
PASH, Charles A.............. LSMA1
PEACOCK, Julia J............ WLSDS
PEDDLE, Clarence A.......... LSMA1
PRICE, Howard G............. ABLMS
PROCEVIAT, Jean T.....WP2CO(T)2
ROSE, Angus G.......c.vvunns LSEM1
"ROPER, Joseph M........,....P1QMS
'SAMBELL, Keith S......... ...P1SHS
SMALLWOOD, Charles W.....LSAW1
SMALLWOOD, David M....... ABAW1
SPEED, Harry E............... C2CR3
STEVENSON, Heber J......... C1MA3
TESKEY, Harlene M....... WACO(T)1
THOMAS, Barbara N....... WASS(X)1
TIMMONS, Bruce L........... PIPW3
VICKERS, Gordon S........... ABBDI
VINNICK, Mary .......... WLCO(R)1
WAKEHAM, Earle C..... e ,ABSW1
WEST, George W.............. LSLM1
WRIGHT, William G........... P2EM2
WYLIE, Roy M................. P2CV2
BIRTHS

To Commander K. H. Boggild, Stadacona,
and Mrs, Boggild, a son.

To Able Seaman John W. Milligan, Stada-
cona, and Mrs. Milligan, a daughter.

To Lieutenant (SB) Ray Wormald, Naval
Headquarters, and Mrs, Wormald, a son.

To Lieutenant (SB) E. C. Russell, Carle-
ton, and Mrs, Russell, a daughter.

To Lieutenant (SB) P. A, C. Chaplin,
Carleton, and Mrs. Chaplin, a son.
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