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THE DOLPHIN 
CODE 

B!J Lt( N) P. Panthet 

Advettibed intetnationally ab "THE FIRST CANAVlAN SUBMAR.lNE SQUADRON'S 
(lN)FAMOUS VOLPHlN COVE - A SOUVENlR OF ASSOClATlON WlTH TRAVELLERS lN 
TUBULAR STEEL WHO VlV lT BETTER", thio c.ode otiginated in H MCS OKANAGAN in Jul!f 
197 6. lt Wah the c.ul.mination 06 monthb 06 e66ott b!J that bubmatine'b o6Qic.eu. 

Vuigned ptimatily to 6ac.ilita.te c.ommunic.a.tion between Canadian c.onventioned 
6ubmatinu and thobe unito/authoutieo with and undet whom the!f opetated, the c.ode wa.6 
bomewhat imitative on the aviatoto' widel!f k.nown FALCON Code. Being mote gentlema.nl!J in 
tone than the lattet, howevet, the Dolphin Code wao £1,..itl!f teadil!f ac.c.epta.ble to thooe ma.YllJ 
mW.tat!f mi.ndb 6ot whom unc.outhneM wab unethical. 

The Dolphin Code ha.6 ea.wed a bolid intetnational tepu.tation, and io now well k.nown 
witiun Wutern ou.bmatine navieb. lt hab even been tu.moated that the Soviet Naval Ait Fotc.e 
ha6 uoed the c.ode on oc.cabion. 
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1. YOUR LAST SURFACING PROCEDURE WAS: 

a. First Class. 
b. Surprisingly Good. 
c. Understandably Awful. 
d. Indescribable. 

2. I PRESUME YOU GOT YOUR TICKET IN A RAFFLE. 

3. FOR THE LAST SERIAL YOU COULD HAVE USED ANY FISHING VESSEL. 

4. MY BATTERY IS: 

a. 100%, I will simulate a nuclear submarine if you wish. 
b. 7 5 % , I will simulate a nuclear submarine for a short time if you wish. 
c. 50 % , I will not simulate a nuclear submarine, regardless of your wish. 
d. 25 % , I wish to simulate a conventional submarine, and will hot-pipe if you wish. 
e. DEAD, I hot-pipe now, regardless of your wish. 

5. I WAS UNAWARE THAT MEDICAL STANDARDS HAD BEEN REVISED. YOU MUST BE 
BLIND AS A BAT. 

6. DURING THE LAST ACTION YOU DISPLAYED NOTICEABLY SUICIDAL TENDENCIES. 

7. ONCE AGAIN YOU HAVE DEMONSTRATED A COMMENDABLE ABILITY TO 
PRACTISE BASICS. 

8. THE LAST SERIAL WAS SO BAD THAT WE WATCHED A DOUBLE FEATURE. 

9. YOUR EXERCISE INSTRUCTIONS ARE SIMPLE. SIMPLY AWFUL. 

10. I AM UN ABLE TO ACT AS EVASIVELY AS I WISH. 

11. I AM UNABLE TO ACT AS UN EVASIVELY AS YOU WISH. 

12. I AM SURFACED (SURFACING) BECAUSE: 

a. I must make repairs. 
b. I wish to bail out water. 
c. Your chances of locating me are negligible otherwise. • 
d. I wish to barbecue the next meal. 

13. I MUST TEMPORARILY WITHDRAW FROM THE EXERCISE BECAUSE OF DIF
FICULTIES WITH: 

a. Technical systems which are difficult to explain. 
b. Battery /Motors/Generators. I no go right. 
c. Sonar. I no hear right. 
d. Ingress of water. I no float right. 
e. Fire/Smoke. I no breathe right. 
f. Personnel. I no lead right. 
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14. PLEASE ACCEPT MY APOLOGIES FOR FAILING TO r.1Al<E THE ASSIGNED 
RENDEZVOUS, MY REASON IS AS FOLLOWS: 

a. The Navigator is a Newfoundlander. 
b. I was doing something else at the time and didn't think you'd miss me. 
c. I erroneously assumed that you would be where you said you would be. 
d. My navigational equipment has not been updated since the Boer War. 

15. IF YOU DON'T ASK ME TO RAISE ~10RE MASTS I WON'T ASK YOU TO FLY WITH 
YOUR WHEELS IN THE WATER. 

16. YOUR LAST ATTACK IS ASSESSED AS FOLLOWS: 

a. Excellent, within 500 yards. 
b. Good, within 1000 yards. 
c . Marginal, 1000 to 2000 yards. 
d. Poor, over 2(')00 yards. 
e. Awful, over 3000 yards. 
f. Un measurably distant. 

17. IT IS DIFFICULT TO BELIEVE THAT YOU AND I ARE OPERATING IN THE SAME 
OCEAN. 

18. YOUR MESSAGE (DATE/TIME/GROUP •. ------
a. Appears to have been drafted hastily. 
b. Does little to foster good relations. 
c. Is a shining example of illiteracy. 
d. Is not held by this unit. 
e. Is held by this unit, but we wish it wasn't. 
f. Requires the sort of reply I am not used to making. 
g. Was a Crippler. 

19. WHEN WE WERE SURFACE SAILORS WE ALSO USED TO DO SILLY THINGS. 

20. IF YOU DECIDE TO GRADUATE TO ADVANCED EXERCISES, PLEASE HIRE A 
DIFFERENT SUBMARINE. 

21. IF YOU ASK ME TO FIR E ANOTHER SMOKE I'LL SCREAM. 

22. SUBMARINERS NEVER CHEAT AND BARELY LIE. 

23. IT'S A PITY THAT IN WARTIME WE'D BE ON THE SAME SIDE. 

24. YOUR APPRO ACH TO THE PROBLEM WAS IMPOSSIBLE BUT TACTICALLY SOUND. 

25. a. Your helicopter frightened me. 
b. Your helicopter didn't frighten me. 
c. I frightened your helicopter. 
d. I wasn't aware you had a helicopter airborne. 

26. a. Thank you for your valuable assistance. 
b. Had assistance been rendered, I would have been thankful. 
c. No thank you, I do not require assistance. 
d. Please do not render assistance. I need your help Uke a hole in the head. 
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27. YOU HAVE BEEN ON TASK FOR SEVERAL HOURS. YOU MUST BE SUFFERING 
TERRIBLY FROM CREW FATIGUE. 

28. WE HAVE BEEN ON TASK FOR SEVERAL WEEKS. NEXT WEEK WE WILL PROBABLY 
BEGIN TO SUFFER FROM CREW FATIGUE. 

29. TRACKING WITHOUT ATTACKING IS THE COMMONEST FORM OF MILITARY 
MASOCHISM. 

30. I SUPPOSE THE WORSENING WEATHER WILL MEAN YOU'LL HAVE TO STOP THE 
WAR. 

31 . THE ADVERSE WEATHER IS AFFECTING US GREATLY: THE MOVIE PROJECTOR HAS 
TIPPED OVER TWICE. 

32. IF YOU'RE SO GOOD, WHY AREN'T YOU IN SUBMARINES? 

33. SUBMARINERS DO IT DEEPER. 

34. SUBMARINERS THINK DEEPER. 

35. DEEP DOWN YOU KNOW IT MAKES SENSE. 

36. SUBMARINERS ARE SUPER. 

37. SUBMARINERS HAVE BIGGER BALLS. 

8. DIESEL BOATS FOREVER. 

39. BLACK IS BEAUTIFUL. 

40. BREAKER ONE NINE, THIS IS RUBBER DUCK. I THINK WE GOT US A CONVOY. 

41. TEN FOUR. 

42. PLEASE BE GENTLE, THIS IS MY FIRST TIME. 

43. WE THINK THE WATER HAS BEEN SUFFICIENTLY ENSONIFIED. MAYBE YOU 
SHOULD TRY SOMETHING ELSE. 

• 
44. YOU HAVE THE UN CAN NY ABILITY TO COMPLICATE A VERY SIMPLE EXERCISE. 

45. INTELLIGENCE IS A GOD-GIVEN GIFT. DOOR KNOBS ARE MAN-MADE. MENTAL 
MIDGETS ONLY HAVE GOD'S LOVE. IS MY POINT CLEAR? 

46. AFTER WORKING WITH YOU I NOW REALIZE WHY SOME ANl!\1ALS EAT THEIR 
YOUNG. 

47. MY CO AND XO CAN OUTDRINK YOUR CO AND XO. 

48. WHEN SOMEONE IS AS GOOD AS ME IT'S HARD TO BE MODEST. 

19. HAPPINESS IS 500 FT IN FORCE 12. 
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50. WIT H FRIENDS LIKE YOU, WHO NEEDS ENEMIES? 

51: DON'T KNOCK A STERN SHOT UNTIL YOU'VE FIRED ONE. 
I 

52. IF YOU PROVIDE THE FRESH WATER, I'LL PROVIDE: 

a. Soap. 
b. Towels. 
c. 60 dirty bodies. 
d. Whiskey. 
e. All qf the above. 

53. G.O.Y.A. 

54. D.B.S.F.W. 
• 

55. B. U.F .F.S. 

56. P.P.P.P.P.P. 

57. S.M.F. 

58. l\lITH SUB KILLERS LIKE YOU AROUND, I LOOK FORWARD TO A LONG LIFE. 

59. MISSED ME AGAIN! 

60. CAN I GO HOME NOW? 

61. WE MAY BE SMALL BUT WE'RE SLOW. 

62. MY BITE IS \VORSE THAN MY BARK. 

63. I WAS DELAYED IN RETURNING TO PERISCOPE DEPTH BECAUSE: 

I 
a. A large shale was holding me down. 
b. I forgot to vent my depth gauge. 
c. I was waiting for the last reel to finish. 
d. I had to resolve my plot. 
e. I wasn't sure if I knew that you knew where I was. 
f. I wanted to annoy you. 

64. MANY THANKS FOR: 

a. Your kind hospitality. 
b. The newspapers. 
c. The skin books. 
d. Nothing. 
e. The OPORDER. 

I 
65. EXCUSE ME SIR, BUT I THINK YOU HAVE ME CONFUSED WITH SOMEONE WHO 

GIVES A DAMN. 
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66. MY REPORTS/REPLY /MESSAGE/LETTER WAS (WILL BE) LATE FOR THE FOLLOWIN ; 
REASON{S): 

a. Writer's cramp. 
b. ·Typewriter unserviceability due to overheating. 
c. My priority list didn't coincide with yours. 
d. We didn't think you'd notice. 
e. I plain forgot. 
f. The XO plain forgot. 

67. R.P.C. FOR: 

a. Noon cocktails. 
b. Informal operational discussion. 
c. Post-exercise punchup. 
d. Light meal and refreshments. 
e. Sarnies and Sludge. 

68. M.R. U. BECAUSE: 

a. I am otherwise operationally committed. 
b. I am otherwise socially committed. 
c. Your last such event was disastrous. 
d. I am unable to maintain your pace. 
e. I don't want to come. 

69. W.M.P: 

a. You offer so few invitations I can't afford to pass up this one. 
b. Let's do it again. 
c. For a short time. 
d. For as long as you'll have me. 
e. With bells on. 

70. YOUR SOCIAL EVENT WAS: 

a. First Class. Thank you. 
b. Disastrous, as expected. 
c. One which should never be repeated. 
d. Most detrimental to health. fl 

e. A crashing bore. Better luck next time. 

71. UNBELIEVABLE. WILL ADVISE MR. RIPLEY. 

72. a. Very well done. 
b. Well done. 
c. Well done. Sort oC 
d. Not well done. 
e. Badly done. 
f. Very badly done 
g. Don't do it again. 

73. HAVE LOST THE BUBBLE. WILL RETRIEVE. 

7 4. BUBBLE FOUND. 
.,/ 

75. WHAT CAN I SAY? 
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76. REASON(S) IS (ARE) AS FOLLOWS: 

a. I goofed. 
b. XO goof ed. 
c. Somebody goofed. 
d. Inattention, for which some son-of-a-bitch will pay. 
e. Temporary decline in usual high standards. 
f. Another example of usual low standards. 
g. I thought I could get away with it. 
h. Misdirected Malapropism. 
j. Lapsus Li ~a e. 

77. THIS PORT IS: 

a. Fantastic. Better not send Surface Ships here. 
b. Outstandi~ •• Can we come again? 
c. Reasonable. 
d. Not the sort of place submarines should visit. 
e. Hostile. 
f. Only good for storm avoidance. 

78. WISfl YOU WERE HERE. 

79. BET YOU WISH YOU WERE HERE. 

I 
80. GLAD YOU'RE NOT HERE. 

Alo.ul lke aulko.t ... 
Lt( N) P. Panthu 

L tt N) P. Pan.thu, who c.ont'Libu.te.d 1,igni6ica.ntlq to the. 
w-utfog 06 the Volphi.n Code, hall be.en 11e.tvin.g in H MCS 
OKANAGAN 1,in.c.e 1975. Although it took hi.m app'Coxima.te.lq 
6 1 /2 qeau to 6ullq achieve. 1,ubma.wie. quali6ic.a.tion, he ha.1, 
lletved 'Ce.La.tively 1,uc.c.u116ull,!J a.II OKANAGAN 11, Fo'Leign Pott 
Lia.i11on 066ic.e.-t, Ch-ti1,tma1, Lighting Co-o'Cdina.to'C, a.n.d Ha.lya.'Cd 
Ma.in.te.n.a.n.c.e ~pe.tvi110'£. He. le.ad a c.ha.Ue.n.fJittg pe.t11on.a.L U6e, 
ha.vfog be.en kidn.a.pped th'Ce.e timu an.d havrng un.dugone. two 
oex c.ha.n.ge ope.ta.tion1,. He ill oingle. L tt NJ Pa.n.thu i1, c.unen.tly 
oe'Cvin.g all T 'Cimming 066ic.e.'C in OK AN AGAN tin 'Ce6it). 
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