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THE HERITAGE

The first ship of her name Lo enter service in the Royal
Canadian  MNavy, HMCS SKEENA was commissionsd at
Pottsmouth, England, on June 10, 1931, oz one of the first
two destroyers ever bullt specifically for Canada,

On September 11, the day after Concda declored war,

she took her place in the Halifax Force whose six destroyers

! were busy around the clock doing their part in establishing
the port of Halifax as a majoc convey tarminal.

Throughout the winter and speing of 1940, the Halifox
Force carried the burden of local escort for Necth Atlantic
Coavoys. On May 24, 1940, the Skeena, St. Lauren! gnd
Restigouche wece dispatched overseas lrom Halifax to ald
in the defence of Britain ggainst threatened invasion.

The Skeena's duties through thot summer and fall
consisted of a varisty of missions including anti-submarine
sweeps in Coastal waters, routine escort patrols and the
rescuoe of survivors from torpedoed mecchant vessels.

In March 1941, the Skeena went inte refit in Halifax,
:‘Jnlnling I‘M newly-orgonized Newfoundland Escect Force on

‘Het firsl encounter with the Getman *'wolf pack’* menace
‘came _ in E&pl.tmhnr. 1941, while she was senior ship of a
ship mid-ocean escort with a slow east-bound convoy
::u;:i:.iﬂ From September 9th te 11th, the
abaueing at 5 knots past the southern tip of
:,n.!tﬂ:l badly mguled by a pack of seventeen U-
fumbered four to one, Lhe escorls made a valignt
! :.‘gi the enemy bul, in spite of their best efforts.
mecchant vessels were torpedoed.
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The ocdeal of the four

Ship escory ...
of the harrowing trigls angd Ll
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inadequate escort forces in the Necth Atlanti the sog)
o C gy .

war. An official report refers to the incidepy Barls ¥

ing tale of disaste:’’. [n the sense thqp 1:..--..-.\'2_ )y
of the convoy was destroyed, that ix what |y ‘:‘nfn_._- of i,
seems almost incredible that 48 Merchan 5!-.];:' LLIE
following a three day battle during which o T Pade oo

% 8ingle dg
and three corvetles were Pitted against ng f,

teen submarines.

_._§.=mr.tﬁ_ima later, Skeena joined
p Em- which was formed early in )
\Newfoundland Escart Focce.

,_ :_._-. .. 1943, the Skeena retwrned to the Westem
IH. _: _.E' ymmand with three other Canadian destroyers
_.- cotvettes. She continued on escort duty in (ke
. EF'“{H- the Spring of 1944 when she was placed
i ® Commander-in.Chief Plymouth,

E“':']".-:
wWer than .

“8¥en.
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the Mid-Ocean ST
942 and absorbag the

lo take part in

ut the tense days of June, 1944 che sailed
_‘E‘-_E“FM El-'ﬂilp EG'I_E, based ot Plymouth
anti-submarine patrols to prolect cross.channel
':th..' m#m Imdhlqai EG-12 was also
the vitally impoctont build-up of con-
- ‘-hm“!hnm the summeai. [n this evenl,

el made any whole-hearted attempt
od anti-submarine screen,

Leh }ﬂﬁﬂu and other ships of EG-12 tock

=
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against o strong enemy surface force
O three large #ef)qyrs ships encountered,
s Htuhn:udm.ﬂ and heavily on [ire.
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began, dived and returned o



On August 12, the Skeena took part in o heated Sh

; : : q5qe-
ment in Audietne Bay with an enemy fotce beliaved 1o consist

ol three armed trawlers and two large vessels. The trawlers
wote destroyed and heavy damoge was Inflicted on one of
the other enemy shipa.

Skeena's life was nearing lls end. Caught in the grip
dh“.qﬂ“lh ,ﬁ_,ﬂ.l.;l:ﬂ_.l[l:." gale zhe was drivgn ashore oa the [celand
jsland of Videy during the eorly hours of October 25, 1944,
_"-,:ﬁh"n' loss of [ifteen lives. The long action-filled career
of a veteran destroyer thus came to a close.

I..-'.L.-\. . L

~ Behind she left the battle honours:
’:l_.

' T A A R O 1939-44
Noemandy <. . - .ol 1944
Eiuuj_r R e gl A . 1944

se are borne by her successor.
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CUMMANDING OFFICER

LCDR K.D. Lewis, CD, RCN was born in Ottawa, Ontg

U10 o
the 14th of November, 1926. Prior 1o entering the Rﬂ!-'-‘i;
Canadian Naval College at Royal Roads British Columbiy in

1944, he completed his primary and secondary school edyog.

tion in various Ottawa schools including Glebe Collegjan
Institute,

After graduating from Royal Roads in 1046 he sarved for
several vears on loan to the Royal Navy in several ships of
the South Atlantic Fleet stationed in South Africa. Ip 1948
he returned to Canada and between then and 1965 served in
the following appointments:

A48 — HMCS Swansea

1849 — Various Junior Officer Courses in England

HMCS Micmac as Ship's Gunnery Officer

- HMCS Cornwallis on Staff of Leadership School
-iflp?agiaﬂst Gunnery Course in England (Whale Island)

_ Shearwater as Air Weapons Officer
) — HMCS Chaleur as ing Officer
= saval HQ's as Flag LCDR to the Chief of Naval

'LCDR Lewis complated the RCAF staff coyrse and
ved o ﬂlﬂﬂﬁﬂ' of the Flag Officer Atlantio Coast
his present appointment as Commanding

=&,
the former Diana Evans of Halifax, Nova

keanly interested in
takes an active oart in
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Ay commissioned August 14, 1965, at
"'"Emuu-& Luu:un- Quebec, Canada

o month conversion.

' . Lourent destroyets
i i%ﬂ'ﬁﬁﬁ:&fﬁ King helicopters
atfare. These helicopter destroyers have
ml.th depth sonar.
een paid . for conversion.
i 'ﬁ#:ﬂ: ‘il;sﬂlﬁisunm Drydock
m Vancouver, British Columbia and
aima IHE. until lﬁl

Hﬂﬂ ﬂ:nnt is opproximately 210
hu ‘an overall lmqth of 366 feet, a

:pin-lip:ullr to deal with the
_:._.ﬂ variety of weather conditions,
- .ll'ﬂ'ﬂﬂ[thmn walers.

3 ﬁhﬂ' lnll counter ice-formation
, m I',u!l:ilt in countering the effects of

provid gﬁ&ﬂiqm_:l_ bucyancy. Her anchors
3, or anchor pockets, equipped with
< t.n keep oul ice-forming spray. The
]l-"u centre of gravity, its windows
'lrilh electric wipers,



CONSTRUCTION

wholly designed ond buoilt in Canada
of het equipment was manulgchyred g
the first time. T

sigkeghg’ WO
. |arge petcentage
ronoda, much of it for
A Bew, Conodian-enginesred, FE"—'h-ﬂlque kfif--.-.ru it
construction'’ has been employed in the building of this and

) and all other ships of her class.
J tiJnit construction’’ means that the hull and main com.
i potents of the vassel aro 3o designed that they can be buils

' in units: In HMCS Ske¢na, for example, these unils range
in weight anywheie from five to twenty-alx tons. The Ship
is nol built in the conventional manner, that is, from Lhe
keal op. Eoch unil is bullt separately, then carried to the
building ways where it is positioned for [inal welding to the
bull,  This means that the hull grows by the addition of
complele sections, rather than by o plate o a rib at a time.
ﬁhw combines shipbuilding with moderc structural

ineering practice. In an emergency demanding large

er Escorts, structural steel manufacturers

1l __:'_g_ntlnn; to fabcicate at great speed.

b3 that @ reference to the shipbuilder

o Thu sections could be Ehlpped to

ild, in eflect, become an assembly
alps in shoct order,

dlwelded, with the welding being
® It inswance agginst hidden defects.
.h"’h‘ﬂﬂ worked into the Ship's
_Conlributing to an overall ro-

8 ate the vessel's principal
(¢ mortar mounting, capable of

L




jectiles simultanesusly with qreat accurgey,

%Lm ﬁnéﬁmd lo their targel by somat fire control

I" The Ship ls clso equipped with boming torpedoes,

hﬂ' m alter course and pursue an enemy target taking
'-'i!ﬂl“'* action on or below the surface of the sea.

m other weopons Include a twin 3-inch 50 caliber
m]. of an extramely high rate of fire. While pring
ﬁh  anti-aircraft weapon, It may be used In surfaee

i g&:. Hﬂ;ﬂ:hﬂ]lﬁ systems find the range ond bearing
# Hn'_l;lt o guni" CTew.
. +3 "'| et

MAGE CONTROL AND DECONTAMINATION

m "Skeena'! has an extensive domage control organi-
tg?lfh:. Ihlﬂﬂma control headquarters is linked by special
“HM to strotegic points in the ship. To

ce the dange ol I]md!.ng and prevent contamination of
ir conditioning system, the hull has been built without
m on the supecstruciure are sealed and have
ﬂhmlq;th deadlights. Discharge outlets are
ar i * ‘below decks for fast pumping. For
. iﬂ-ﬂIIII-;l each capable of handling tons
it £, ate located at ‘strategic points. The paint

il'ﬂll‘-;'j". nlrm h hnul]hl in from the nuts:du

'&Q E’tpmd petsonel can be decontami-

! %’ The ship hos equipment for ‘"hosing
% that have boen contaminated.

T I _,'-.Il

~ PROPULSION MACHINERY

f the ship Is peovided by two main
twin shafts. This class is the first
walth or the United States in which



hardened ond ground gearing has been used excapt expar.
mentally, reducing substantially both the gearing wolght and
housing dimensions.

Auxillacy machinery is powered either by turbines,
alectricity or diesels.

The two water-tube boilets are of extremely compact
design, with steom maintained at o constant  high pessire
and temperature. Remote ond automatic controls are usad
to an extent rarely used in a warship.

The boiler room, not .being pressurized can be sealed
off from contamination, like any other space in the ship,

ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT

The Skeena has electronic: and electrical systems more
exlensive. —— and more complex —— than those carried in
; MWocld War ships twice her size, Much of her elec-

nics equipment is of Cangdian design, with
__i-“-:ﬂlldﬂ.

function of the vessel is dependent on

@ mament, navigation,

. aeReratocs capable  of Producing ) 40p

ly equal to the power aqus

S at quired

. m Fﬂpulﬂtiﬂﬂ. Ahﬁu—t 33” mntntﬂ
gPcovide the motive force for o widr:



ICATIONS — RADAR - SONAR
COMMUN

. tee radio rooms for transmitting and receiving
The d'l-i:' ::::h very high ond ultra-high frequencies. A
i ] ¥

Jow, ¥ ith direction-finding equipment. A
j w

[“"u :-HTt:EPIS equipped with teletype, and a crypto-

ot “:-m.gj with coding devices.

The wskeana'' has radar systems [or gunnery, fire
conttol, navigation, surface warning, gir warning, and air
aly watning. | Ultrasonic beams from sonar sets of the
ptest design probe the waters beneath the ship for Lhe
detection and pursuit of submarines.

The Skeema's internal communication include twelve
sepatate telephone systems, including lines for such speci-
slized uses as docking ship, damage control, radar mainte-
sance and fuelling ot sea. She has twelve sound broadcast
systems. Entertainment broadcast arrangements peovide for

 tedio recelving record playing, and tape recording. A choice
of two programs is offeced over the twenty-nine speakers
A Conodion desigoed remote control system makes it
possible to brondcast or ceceive from any one of thirly
‘pesitions theoughout the vessel.

v LIFE SAVING AND MEDICAL EQUIPMENT

. Corley floats and wooden rafts formerly used in warships
Bave boen entirely ceplaced by rubber rafts. The 20.mon
'ﬂlﬂll'-ﬂlmutlmllr on their release into the sea. In
 SFeition lo emergency rations each carries a full quota of
geat, including o sigoals kit, heliograph mirror,
" gear, collapsible bailecs, parachute drogue (sea
{ "Mwlhhﬂl knife and plastic whistle.

"ﬁﬁ'- medical staff is provided with o hospital in
(8. The sick bay is comparable in size lo that of a




berths, a balhroom, o
. Thera are lour A, AR operiaic
:r:;:":“h the latest type arc lights, well siockeq Ha :.—,3
2 dical lockers, and diagnostic lacilities.
i W

MMODATION, DINING ARRANGEMENTS,
A PROVISIONING

The Skeeno’s men sleep in bunks, each equipped wlth
foom mattress end individual reading lamp; ecch man hgs -
aluminum clothes locker specifically designed for 500, and
additional drawer spoce foc personol belongings.  Mirrgrs
and electric shaving outlels have nol been forgotten. Faep ,
of the living spaces has a tecrealional area for off-duty
relexation.

The Officers’ cabins, which also serve as offices are
artenged for single and double occupancy, except for cne
‘designed to accommodate lour junior officers. The Wardroom
haos ‘'a pantry, dining room and lounge and is roomier than
those in older ships of similar size. The Commanding
ﬂ'ﬂ?:ﬂ"l quarters have bedroom, bath, dining room and

* Ship's company is fed on the caleteria system,
e -.-:]!i located, has g bakery and pastry, moat
.H!:_'mnh. Its equipment includes electric
asters, sleam pressure cookers
‘@ daicy with ice cream and
g machine and @ garbage

in lpm.‘h which doubles as o cinema in
has _t!tg:hjbn-lrpu firesproof tables and
98809 is fluorescent. The Chief and
H:F.l'ntu dining space nearby, while
I_“._i.-.__pm_:tqr_..iwu decks gbove, and
(598 deck above, are merved from the

N B T ERF T -h-#



N ! e nlnety days' lrozen provisions
MW; days in escart ships built during
Ii!

'.-;,--

f "'l,.lj ﬂﬁw wilh washing machines, spin

-

hangar factlities.
THE- E-]IF-'S BADGE

.....

b -fi'- nmd The word "*Skeena’’ Is said
r ud Irom the Indign words "'iksh sheco
tiqut of the clouds'’.

__ﬂii river Skeena, like that of many rivecs
blg coast, is far inland cmong mountoins
#ﬂ Ell:tlll m::l mist. It is thecelore

"",l'hﬂ m:l'uh of 3 bose ‘suggesting
e leaps o fine salmon, The lotter

-hﬂi ln Hw.nl‘.ﬁu Hrat HMCS
d u:ﬂ;h-lliuln'l ‘badgqe

R

i tg’mnﬂ *Im.ng kpedi-



e
i
‘




