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pvisich. \ SUB-DIVISION DETACHMENT
o g B Yarmouth Dighy.
PRoviNCE Nova Scogia, DATE 29=9=44,

o  Stoker 11 Alexander ‘Rsy BELANGER,. V,82824,
Acecidental Drowning, :
Annepolis Basin, Anna, Co, N, S,

i " With referen ce to the abqva,.a‘r-é‘aé.m. this date =a
phone e8ll was received from Lt, ¥.A.Hoare, Naval Staff Shore
Patrol Officer, HMCS “Cornwallis", Cornwallis, N, S, to effect

-

DEABQUARTERE that a'Rating had been drowned off & Harbour Craft, the night
before, and That so far the body had not been recovered., Lt.

Hoare reguested the assistance of this Detachment in investi-
' gating the maiter further, | :

, P the writer pstrolled to Cornwallis, N,S., wheré it was
Sus-bivision - jearned that Stoker 11 Alexsnder Rey BELANGER, V.82824, age 18

. rs, attached %o H,l.C.S, "BUXTON" & Training Ship belonging to
a

Mo CoS," Cornwallis", had been drowned the night before at

PProx. ll=45 P.ll, whilé on his way %o his ship via Harbour
craft from Digby. N, 8., inquiries so far indicated the deceased
had been drunk, end had rolled overboard, Although an immediate
searchh was made, 8lso a more extensive one later by four Harbour
: craft, the body had not been seen, The night was guite dark ‘
4l T B2 | Eith some wind, sufficient to meke &n occasionel ‘white cap.

- Due %o the heavy sea running this date, and the lapse
f time since the body had béen missing, it was considered
useless to drag for the bogy, search parties though were on the

- 4 loock out on the beach, and all Craft had been advised to keep
First, a sharp watch while on pairol, g

dis - On interviewing 'Lt. H,A,THOMPSON, who had been on the
larbour Craft at the fime, it was learned that the body had '
been lost two cables from H.,M.C.S, "Chicoutimi", 274 degrees

rue from No, O Bouye. Roughly speaking 500 yards West of the
Jetty a8t HMCS "COrnwallis", Lt. Thompson stated he was in the
vheelhousé of the Harbour (raft, when the call "Men overboard"
was hesrd, the craft had turned sherply,and followed its own
yake, but nothing of the body could be f‘ound. He had then gone
aboard HMCS "(dgitoutimi" and sent & signal ashore.

B o It was further learned that twé ratings on H.M.C,S.
‘Saguenay” had been on the Harbour Craft, end had witnessed the
droming. - Accompenied by L%, Hosre the writer patrolled to
he "Saguenay" wvia Harbour (raft s Where it was learned that
dg/VWriter, Allen Herbert MoGIBBON snd A,B., Robert ROLLICK,
V=60894 had been on the Harbour (Craft in question. Mc3IBBON -‘
stated he saw Stoker 11 BELANGER on the Jetty in Digby, at which
time he had %o be held up by a friend, and that two of them f
had %o help him sboard the Harbour Craft, That BELANGER was
out on the roof of the cabin, aft of the wieelhouse, and that |
when about halfway between the HMCS" Annspolis" and HMCS" Chicoutis
he heard sm unknown P.0. holler "Man Overboard", ‘he looked to
vhere BELANGER had been on the roof of the cabin, snd saw he
DIARY DATE Na s gone, (Statemnt ﬂttﬁt:hea) :

S o A¢BLROLLICK stated he saw BELANGER brought aboard the
- SET FoF larbour Craft by two of BELAWGER's friends, saw him put on top
3 1 T the cabin, and when the craft was about halfway between the
nnapolis”and" Chicoutini" the craft had given 2 1ist to Port
and saw the drunken rating go overboard., (Statement attacheﬂ
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Y patrol was then nade to H.M,C.S,"Buzton", where it was
SO oy 1ea1=ned that Cook (s) Royal B, McMILLAN, V.71997 had been on the
He C, and was s’canding on the star*board side with his bagk to the
-¢cabin, that he had seen Stoker 11 BELANGER and Stoker 11, Adam
ARMBRUSTER , V.83199, on top of the’ cabin and that ARMBRUSTER

had his arm’ around BELANGER's head, That on just happening to
look sround, he saw BELANFER roll off the top of the cabin, hit
the gunwale "and drop into the water, McMILLAN stated he did not
think BELANGER came up after he dropped, (Statement attached)

8e Adam ARMBRUSTER, Stoker 1ll., V.83199, sge 19 yrs,

stated he had accompanied the "deceased ashore at Digby, together
with Stoéker 11, Harold LECKIE, V,83084, B,P.0., Ralph, and Ld,Stoke
BERNIER, that f:hey hed got 2 do zen qudr ts of beer at the Liguor
Store, taken it to a friends home, where they had consumed most
of :11: also that some other person had had & gquart of whiskey,
from which they all had had several drinks, That LECHIE, BthNGm
and he had left the house %o catch the 11 P.M. Harbour Craft and
that BELANGER had been so drunk, that he had to be assisted down
to the Jetty, end then aboard the craft, That they had laid him
down on %op of the bain rooff, and he had stayed with him putting
hig arm under BELANGER's head, snd his arm over him, Tha$ h
must have fallen asleep shortly af ter leaving the ﬁnnapolis for

| he did not feel BELANGER move, but was awakened by some one
velling "Man overboapd”, JRMBRUSTER stated he was not drunk himsel
although he was feeling "good", but knew what he was doing,

9. Stoker 1ll., Harold LECKIE, V,85084, age 18 yrs, corrobor=
ated ARMBRUSTER's statement as to obtaining the liguor, fthe
consunption of it and some whiskey, also of helping B;..‘IMJMER

down %o the Harbour (Crafit, Of Speaking to the Cox'n about looking
af ter BELANGER, and of being told he would put some one to look
af ter him, lle had then gone to the stern of thé boat, Later he
heard some one holler there was & men overboard, and of seeing

a hat in theé water after the boat had’'circled 8round of trying
to reach it, but had fallen overbeard, and had been rebcued by
ARMBRUSTER, LECKIE also sfild he was not drunk, but just feeling
g00d, (‘“tat&m&nt attached)

10, S arsOn interviewing Ld./Seaman Fletcher Reginald SMALL,

A 2443, who was Cox'm on Harbour Craft 215, Who stated he did not
see B,...Iml% come aboard, but on leaving the wharf, he walked
aft, énd noticed a ﬂating on top of the cabin, af® "of the wheeld
house with two men with him, Had ordered one back to the stern,
and hed ordered the other Rating %o hang onto the Rating's coat,
(BELANGER) &nd look after him, The reason he did this, was
because he had had considersble trouble with drunks‘'in the eabin
through them being sick over every one in the cabin, and considere
d it advisable to keep them outside, where they would be out of
the way, About 68 minutés after 1eaving (11.58 P.M,) he heard
the call "Man Overboard", had ordered full ahead, and made a
full eircle until he ceme to his own wake, when he had followed
seme for 100 yards, but without seeing the man, he had thén
searched for <0 or 25 minutes, when the engine had failed, after
working on it for 18 minutes he got 1T started again, end had
gome to HMCS "Chicoutimi", where Lt. THOMPSON had sent 2 signsl
ashore, Ldg/Sea, SHALL said it was a dark night, but not %oo
dark, with just a light breese, (Statement attaehed)

31, * On top of fthe cabin of the Harbonr (CRaft, is 8 small
railing, used Tfor a hend hold when walking on the wagh board, this
railing would not be more than two inches high, and would under

no consideration hold & body that wes rolling, in the writerls
opinion, the top of the cebin would be the most dengerous pléace

————
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THE -MOST DANGEROUS PLACE %o put a helpless person, fo 1/, thé
boat should take a list, as dpparently happened in this dé8se,
there is nothing to stoP them from going over the side,

18 ' Both ARMBRUSTER and LECKIE stated they had no Liguor
Permit, snd so fer as they knew BELANGER did not have one, Thé
Liguor purchased beling made by one of the others on the party,
but they said they did not know which one had made the purchase.

: & 0 The following telegram was sent %o the 0.C, "HY Div'n,
conférmation copies altached;-

"Stoker 11 Alemander Ray BELANGER,V.82824 repor ted drownet
- Annapolis Basin 12-50 A,M, 29=9=44 Body not recovered

ar‘:.. S l{ﬁnkin. |

10, This telegram weas sent prior % ascertaining the correct
time from Ldg./Seea, SHMALL, * '

14, As stated in para, 5, it is considered usless to drag
for the body, from past ezperience it has been proven that fthe
body lost in the Annapolis Basin moves quite fast, due to the
tides and currentis, So far the writer has had aix drownings in
the Annepolis Basin, and although éxtensive dragging has taken
place, also uséd divers and planes, not one had been recovered
. by these means, but all bodies have in time been recovered, with

the exception of one, The time a body will float and be found
has varied from two weeks to six weeks, In view of this, it is
not intended to drag, but to keep a sharp wateh on the beaches
and the water,

15 In view of the cbove, it is requested that Diary date
be set as merginally noted.

16, The following statements are attached hereto ;-

tatement of Ldg/Sea,Fletcher R, SHMALL. K.2443,
" 1dg./Wrt, Allan H, McGIBBON, V.18335,
" o A. B, Robert ROLLICK, V.60894,
i " toker 11, Adsm ARMBRUSTER, V.83199,
- ' "#  Harold LECKIE, V.83084,
i, Cook (8) Royel B.McMILLAN., V.71997.

g, He X
.‘ e ® = %/TL/;Q—\_ C‘O'ﬂSt
- fa%in. Rege No. 11135,

B0, PH Division. 1/C Digby Detachment,

HORWALDED: Fnelosures attached ags mentioned., The inves-
tigftian in Thl: ingtance mav be considered z2s one of assistance
to the Uepartment concerned szs indicested in the foregoing,
and as the incident is aprnarently of accidental nature nc
sdditional sction is being taken, other than suitable enqguiry
and obgervation to aseist in the locetion of the body, Which
will then be referred to the Departmwent concerned,

- PR | N
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JF*‘IAT*@;&;I IT OF LDG.WRITER ALLAN HERBERT McGIBBON. V-18335

I got on the Harbour Craft at Digby at 11 P.M., 28th §
September, 1944, 1 sat in the Stern of the craft, 1 saw
Belanger on the jetty -~ enother sailor was holding him because
he was drunk. Two sailors helped Belanger down to the craft

as he was unable to walk. He wasg put on top of the Cabin behind
the wheelhouse., When about half way between the "Annapolis" and
"Chicoutimi™ I heard a P,0, holler "man overboard". The Harbour
Craft stopped and swung right around to search for tThe body.

T did not see Belanger go overboard, but when the P.0. hollered

1 looked to where the drunken sailor had been and saw he was
E060NE ' '

It was a very dark night, with a heavy sea running, and
just started to rain. This would be about 11.20 P.M,

(Signed) A.H. McGibbon
Ldg s HEY., V-lB 33 5

H.l.C.85, "SAGUENAY™
September 29’ 1944-

STATEMENT OF A.B,, ROBERT ROLLICGE -60894

I got on the Harbour Craft av Digby at 11 P.lM. September
28, 1944, I saw & sailor brought aboard by two of hig friends -
he was very &dunk. They put him on top of the cabin behind the
wheelhouse, The two friends were watching him., I was sitting
in the stern., When between the "Annapolis"™ and "Chicoutimi™
a1l at once the Harbour Craft took 2 1list To the Port side and
saw the drunken rating go overboard. I started to yell and 80O
aid 211 the rest - about 10 of us. The two ratings who brought
him aboard were on top of the cabin, I heard them tell some one
afterwards that "They were asleep" when their friend fell over=

board. This oceurrence happened about 11.45 P.M, 20the September,
1944, ..
’ 1t was very dark with a heavy sea running.

(Signed) R.M. Rollick.
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Stoker II Belanger, Lecki,SP.0. Ralph, Ldg. Stoker Bernier
and I went a2shore at 5 p.m. on September 28th, 1944, and we got
’n - rj - ’ £

2 dozen quarters of beer from the Liguor Store and took 1t To a2

friend's house; some other chap that we met at the party had &

quert of whisky. Belanger got pretty drunk. Lecki and 1 Took

him down to the Harbour Craft. We had praectically to carry him
down., We put him on top of the capin behind the wheelhouse on

the Port side. I 1laid down beside him with his head on my arm.
T had the arm over him.

After leaving the Annapolis" I fell asleep. 1 belleve
Belanger was asleep for he did not move from Digby to way past
the Wamapolis®. I woke up when 1 heard some one yell "Man
Overboard®., I looked around for Belanger bui could not {find
him, and some one told me it was he that had fallen overboard,
But I eouldn't believe it, I felt nothing when Belanger fell
from my arm. I would not say 1 was drunk, as I knew what 1 was
doing. I was feelling good though.,

The Cox'n told me to look after Belanger when we came aboard.

(S8igned) Adam Armbruster.
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SPATEVENT OF STOKER IL. HAROLD LECKIE, V-83084, Age 18 years

1 went ashore with $.P.0. Ralph, Ldg.Stoker Bernier,

8tokers 1I Armbruster and Belanger. ne got 2 dozen beer from

the Ligquor Store and went To a friend's house where we drank
most of the beer. Another chap, not with us, had @ quart ol
whisky from which we all had several drinks. Armbrusier,
Belangey and I left to catenh the 11 p.m. Harbour Craft.
Belanger was real drunk, while Armbruster and I were feeling
good. We put him on to Top of the cabin., I asked the Cox'n
1 I should stay there and look after him, he said no he would
put some one there to look after him, so I went in the stern oI
the boat. Armbruster wes standing beside Belanger, Nt
After leaving one ship 1 heard some one hollier
a man overboard., The craft lirched arounc ana 1 saw
the water. I leaned over to pick it up and whatever 1 had
hold of broke off and 1 fell overo sard. Armbruster pulled me
back aboard, When I cameup I did not see the body anywhere.

-
'J‘"r"lf'
¥

|

(5igned) Harold R. Leckile

e ow A s A M YT e i Rl GE

STATEMENT OF COOK (8). BOX AL, B, MolILLAN,

1 was aboard the Harbour Craflt irom
of September 28 174 ¢ B 1944, 1 was gstanding on the =T
side of the cabin, with my back to the cabin. S
Belanger was on top of the c¢abin. Stoker I1. An
also on top of the cabin and had his arm arounad be
head. When about half way between Uhe "Annapolis®
tChicoutimi" I happened to turn around and saw Belangex
of f the top of the cabin, hit the symwpale and drop in
water., I do not think bBelanger Ccfme up after he droppec
1t was & dark night with not much ol a ann
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ROYAL GANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE
I DlVISlOl;I FILE Noﬁ 44H 657'3"95

DIVISLE}I “ SUB-DIVISION |
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PROVINCE  /¥¥& w{:‘)*iéﬁ DATE 'E?mlfﬁ;@g.
- RE: g . 3
LT \Jevender ey BELANGHR, V.88624,
mﬁii}t‘u} ﬁfﬁl Jrﬁfﬂim - ; ; {
snnepolis Resin, /nne L, G, R
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Le  Further to the sbhove, nothing further hus
| iaayneg big 5 Fug 8 i s..,ilt}""' the wherent bouts of £
HEADQUARTERS pDimaa 3 iﬂm 3{1&)?“1‘!’*1“{: the l1agt aﬁnrr{;

Lo
LHE UOQJ af’ *}‘1@ pmm

-

L “he éf:};m’" nomed wos dfowned’” in the /‘nnepolis Basin,
Jhne, 0, on the wight of Sept, uBth, While going from Lighy

to HelaGsBe "Buxton” via urhmﬁ* J*F.-f‘* uince then o gharp °
S DIvISon wetgh has been ept by &1l pevel ui"‘kﬁi'i end lﬂbﬁll Lisiernen,

elso by residents 1iving, slong the shore of &
4 -+ }.‘.‘J "E G +
u*ﬁuﬁlﬁ' ﬂ*lhuﬁ:#dp 1n .

3. e 1Y i3 now nine weeks since HElLAlEER oo drowned,

. 2 .’-
DETACHMENT ‘here is m% aueil Hﬂl}& net his Loy bill b{?- ""ﬁt.,{JV{"I‘ﬂd 1%

14:-3: therelore reguested This £1le be gongidereg closed, %o

| be reopeued should the bLody be recovered,
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The Commander-in-Chief
Canadian Northwest Atlantic,
Area Combined Headquarters,
17 South S%., HALIFAX, N.S.

La FORVARDED FOR YCUR INFORMATION. The body ol
the sbove nanmed deceased has not been recovered and no

further correspondence will be forwarded pending definite
information coneerning 1it.

Halifax, NeS.,
1l=12=44

‘ C3 MR (A. N. Eames)
" DIARY DATE Commissioner, OTTAWA. commanding "H" Division.

1. FORWARDED FOR YOUR INFORMATION.

ASiit-COE}m*r. $

SET FOR

3. CONCLUDED - HANDED OVER.

Halifax, NeSoe, .

11-12-44 S/Insp.,
C3:MR (J. A. Peacock)

DEGZT A, | for Qfficer In Charge C.I1.B.
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