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N.S. V-11325, PERS.(N)

7 May, 1945,
Dear Mrs. Partington:

Further to my letter of the 20th of April, 1945, I regret to in=-
form you that in view of the length of time which has elapsed since your
husband, Richard Partington, Leading Seaman, Official Number V-11325,

Royal Canadian Naval Volunteer Reserve, was reported missing from H.M.C.S.
"ESQUIMALT", the ship in which he was serving, the fact that all ecircumstances
surrounding hies loss have been carefully reviewed, and as no news has since
been received to the contrary, the Canadian Naval Authorities have now
presumed his death to have occurred on the 16th of April, 1945.

H.M.C.S. "ESQUIMALT", a Royal Canadian Navy minesweeper, was tor-
pedoed and sunk by an enemy submarine while on operational duty off the east
coast of Canada. One Officer and fifteen ratings were killed at the time of
the disaster, four Officers and twenty four ratings are missing and now presumed
dead, while two Officers and twenty four ratings survived the sinking,

The above information is now being released for publication.

The following is an excerpt from the report of a Canadian Naval
Press Relations Officer who was in contact with survivors of the ill-fated
ship.

"Struck by a torpedo on the starboard side, H.M.C.S.
"ESQUIMALT" listed heavily, and sank stern first in a few
minutes. The ship's list had the seaboat under water and
flooded before it could be released from the davits, but
carley floats were freed quickly before the ship went down,
and those who escaped from the ship gathered on four of these
floats.

"It was from the four floats that a sister Bangor minesweeper,
H.M.C.S., "SARNIA", picked up the survivors nearly six hours later.
Many who had reached the floats safely had died of exposure
on the floats, from the soaking in the cold sea water, and
sixteen bodies were taken aboard the rescue craft.

"In spite of the rapidity with which the ship heeled over
and slid under the surface there was no panic or confusion",
a surviving Officer reported. Everyone he had seen had been
calmly and quickly abandoning ship.

"Many men had died in the floats, and their bodies were
brought aboard H,M.C.S. "SARNIA" with the survivors.

"Artificial respiration was given to some of the unconscious
men for hours after they were picked up, but only two men were
revived."

Pleage allow me to express sincere sympathy with you in your
bereavement on behalf of the Minister of National Defence for Naval Services,
the Chief of the Naval Staff, and the Officers and men of the Royal Canadian
Navy, the high traditions of which your husband has helped to maintain, ’

Despatched by

Yours sincerely,

Deputy SECRETARY, NAVAL BOARDY | fime
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Mrs. Laura R.W. Partington, ?% « i
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20 July, 1945,

THIS IS TO CERTIFY that according
to official information Richard
Partington, leading Seaman, Of-
ficial Wumber V-11325, Royal
Canadian Naval Volunteer Reserve,
is mlssing,; presumed dead to date
the 16th of April, 1945, when
H.M.C.8, "ESQUIMALT", the ship in
which he was gerving, was lost due 1o
eneny action while on operational
duty at sea.
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