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ATTESTATION FORM

(HOSTILITIES FORM)

SURNAME... WHITEHEA B SO i o e st e s s e A b VL Ly b R OFFICIAL N9

CHRISTIAN NAMES......Bruce. Mansell .. MARRIED, SINGLE oOr WIDOWER alngle

PERMANENT ADDRESS RELIGION

5? ©5 MecKinnon 8%, Vancouver, B. C. 7 United Church
T}Q E 1 E"“E'l V
DATE OF BIRTH PLACE OF BIRTH NAME AND ADDRESS OF NEXT OF KIN
&th June 1917 Town Q1 dham Father-Mr, Maurice Bruce
Father=Englisk Couaty Whitehead
ather=Znglish Provinee LiNcCaster 5765 Meks 3
M‘Dﬁherﬂsﬂn).l.iu-l ViRCE Mekinnon St. Vaqgcﬂvpr’ BC

Encel and <
ZLand

PERSONAL DESCRIPTION ON ENROLMENT

COM-
HEIGHT CHEST MEASUREMENT HAIR EYES PLEXION WOUNDS, SCARS, MARKS

Inﬂated"‘l'g Light Greenigh Fair u@ ar on Forehead

; | Brown over Left eye
Deﬂated}ﬂ @g ar on Left hand
on Wrist
Meanvﬁg Scar right Wrist

DATE OF ENROLMENT RATING ENROLLING FOR TRADE OR CALLING AND IN WHOSE EMPLOY

14th June 1941 . Ordinary Seaman| Mill Worker

B e

Active Service| For V/8 B. O FPlysoudew W 4
RONVR ,,.|.. Vancouver say LEDGER N.S.H.Q.
A ?A/;w

(B) DECLARATION TO BE MADE BY

I hereby declare as follows:—
(1) That I am a British Subject domiciled in Canada.

(2) That I am desirous of being enrolled as a member of the Royal Canadian Naval Volunteer Reserve
Force, and that I accept and agree to abide by the rules of the said Force.

(3) That * (a) I havenever served, and am not serving in any Naval, Military, Reserve, or Territorial
Force.

* (DXEZKDRLILK ZK LK LR LE DR LK LR LK LKLY 2 FOH G GBS0 a cbi 25 Al mE X
HEOENS SGN KR IH L EObratio L R L MIRSEH G UKL

* Cross out Clause not applicable.

SERVED IN ° RANK

Personnel Recoids
Divisian

(c) I have never been rejected from any of His Majesty’s Fofces qn aseoyntof unfitnesd. /) |
(4) That the particulars contained above are correct and true according tp £he hest.of mﬂlkggwled\gkzg

and belief. 8. Non-8u>. Card ...
| . Statistical Card......C4Z..

. Roneo Strip ;
3. Pension Card




(5) On being enrolled as a member of the..‘“Y.-;,;x‘;m}.u.v_.ar .............................................. Divisior

Royal Canadian Naval Volunteer Reserve, I undertake and bind self:—
and/ior Duration of Hostilities
(a) To serve from the date thereof for three consecutive years, being subject to the provisions of the

Naval Service Act, and of the Regulations made in pursuance thereof for the government of the Royal
Canadian Naval Volunteer Reserve, and to the customs and usages of His Majesty’s Canadian Naval
Service.

(b) To report for active service if called upon in time of war or emergency, and, if called into active
service, to serve ashore or afloat as may be directed, according to where my services are required.

(c) To keep in good repair and condition the articles of uniform and any articles of outfit which may
be issued to me and to return them to the nearest Divisional Commanding Officer or to Training Head-
quarters prior to my discharge or when required so to do by any authorized person, or to pay compensation
for any loss or damage thereto other than fair wear and tear; and also not to wear such uniform or outfit
(which is and remains the property of the Crown) except when on naval duty.

Dated this....18%th.....

(C) CERTIFICATE OF DIVISIONAL COMMANDING OFFICER
I hereby certify that all the foregoing statements were made by the volunteer above named, in my
presence, and that he has made and signed the above declaration in my presence on thiste - L8EH. . 2.

day of...June..1941 AR

- e
Signature of Commanding Officer.

(D) OATH OF ALLEGIANCE

I,.B.mc.@...Man&.e.ll...fﬁhimhﬁ ad. do sincerely promise and swear (or solemnly
declare) that I'will be faithful and bear true allegiance to His Britannic Majesty, His heirs and successors

Signature of Applicant......m W’W ...................

according to law.

Date l;‘?:.th..Jl:.‘::ﬁ_...l?.l:l-l

The Oath of Allegiance may be administered by a Commissioned Officer of the Naval Service.

(E) CERTIFICATE OF DIVISIONAL COMMANDING OFFICER

..Bm@e..man.g@l.l....Wh;)_.:t.ehe Bl having been duly enrolled to serve in the Royal

Canadian Naval Volunteer Reserve Force, I have caused his name and every prescribed particular to be

recorded in the Record Book of the"""'"""V&I‘IC’OU’VBI‘ Division of the R.C.N.V.R.

L

__#% Commanding Officer.

NOTE.—This form when completed and when the particulars on it have been noted in the Divisional
Commanding Officer’s Record Book, is to be forwarded to Headquarters, Ottawa, for custody.

The Certificate of medical examination, B-207, and certificates of previous service are to be sent to
Headquarters, Ottawa, with this form.

Certificates of previous service will be returned after they have been examined at Headquarters,
Ottawa.
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RESIDENCE AT TIME OF ENLISTMENT: Strect and Now...oo. D00 D NG Kook TR B8 mi it

ENGAGEMENTS

Date (in fgures)
Day Year

LS T e W AR
DESCRIPTION

Height

Complexion

Fair
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MEDALS, CLASPS, HURT CERTIFICATES, PRIZE MONEY
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Day
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..OFFICIAL NUMBER
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i Height i

Day Month | Year |
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2 B I - o R (I8 & 1L
il i B e R e W | 11%. eye. Scar on 1t
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| 1979-113 Star (Ribbon) e 13 |44 | Pr
A A e 44 |Canf., Trne. Report 84.6% ... . . |

Day [Month Year

Rl
2l

BRIEF PARTICULARS OF WARRANT OR C.M. PUNISHMENTS AND C.P. CHARGES
PUNISHMENT

BADGES, G.C. orR G.S.
Date (in figures) Granted Date (in figures)
1st, 211%1_01' 3rd G.C. gzspé'cl’::g SHIP OR ESTABLISHMENT BRIEF PARTICULARS OF OFFENCE

Date (in figures)

Day Month Prison
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Haj

CERTIFICATE

in the Royal Canadian Naval Volunte(}reReserve

BOPY uF
of the SERVICE of

| M T
P -"‘,u-n

9?4/’.

NS N

Training Headquarters

R.C.N.V.R. Division

Date of Birth

Place of Birth.......QLdham, . Lancas

Place of Residence ? fn' 5)

Trade brought up to M113 .y
Religion United Church

;

Can Swim:—P.P.T.

Sfdrar) 27 787

Name and Address of Nearest

Relative or Friend
(in pencil)

OrRBY. S il N A

Date.. j ?‘;@{7 ....................... 19..<L/ Signature..£..74....... 7 ......... Ran

Signature

PARTICULARS OF SERVICE

MEDALS, DECORATIONS, etc.

Date of Date of Period Rating on

Date of

Actual
Volunteering

Enrolment
or re-enrolment

Volunteered
for

Enrolment or
Re-enrolment

Award

; Nature of Decoration
Presentation

Hostil-

Ord. ”eﬂ@

itlnmn

L &xm ST B S
et 21kl el v fotensols

PERSONAL DESCRIPTION

He;ight

Feet Inches | (mean)

Chest ‘Weight

Eyes Complexion MARKS, WOUNDS, SCARS

(O DY K ey o R Lt e A et LU E 1l 7\6

On re-enrolment—o6 years' Service
On re-enrolment—12 years' Service

Further Description if necessary........coi

Scar over left eve
Scer on left wris
Zeap.on-Pight- W“lq ;

LES

|Ealx. .|

TRANSFER BETWEEN DIVISIONS

TRANSFER—LISTS A AND B

To

Authority




NAVAL TRAINING and ACTIVE SERVICE

LEDGER
SHIP OR ESTABLISHMENT RATING FROM TO CAUSE OF DISCHARGE

IVE SERVICE

v DLHL0
H. ¢

1. Vancouver. D.H. ! 0 |ora.cea. .':...?f.f'.s.TE..?,ﬂ:i?.f'.‘.'-?l.z&ﬂv;gm..'i-ﬁ’.ﬁ
: ¥ P Vé
L|AL1Cs. Maden... : )M Y. .eﬁ?.ﬂaza.....&’i‘f .ZJI/.-..A/

7 ﬂ
E e gy | 2

1"] .’l" lﬁw. r
N s o e v

)Z:ﬁf-r/’

Wounds Received in Action, Hurt Certificates, Meritorious Service, Special Recommendations, Prizes or other Grants

Date i Details Captain's Signature

".:‘ 2
: Pl 3 iy
2628 Dot
o N A T
}.‘-I

................




NAVAL TRAINING and ACTIVE SERVICE

; LEDGER
SHIP OR ESTABLISHMENT RATING CAUSE OF DISCHARGE

EXAMINATIONS, NOTATIONS, QUALIFICAT‘IO‘NS RECORD OF RATING

: : Authority for Advancement
Date Particulars Captain’s Signature or Reason for Disrating to be

Stlated
7 el Efr ..................

9.0k Y2 Tk T.......
/7777@//5’ faded ETTE

dg«;ﬂ/}(%é%éi




Name.... Bruce. Mensel. O Ul U DR RO B b I S ol % L Conduct

SECOND CLASS FOR CONDUCT CHARACTER, ABILITY IN RATING ON COMPLETION OF TRAINING, DISCHARGE FROM THE
(Inclusive Dates) SERVICE, AND ANNUALLY, 31st DECEMBER. WHILE MOBILIZED

Efficiency in Rating
Character Noting Substantive Date Captain’s Signature
Rating in Brackets

Goop CoNDUCT AND GooD SERVICE BADGES

G.S.B. 1st, Granted,
2nd, Deprived,
Restored

TIME FORFEITED

No. of Days

Awarded




»

, + REPORT OF THE DEATH OF AN OFFICER, MAN OR BOY

Six copres to be rendered to Naval Service Headquarters

W Gl Y. i i TIRGR
Rank of Rating : ' Official Noﬁmggf}?’%

(If unknown, date of first entry)
Place of Birth..... & dusis ;. batsannair, . E0Bde of Birth. ... & sy AOKT. ...
Occupation in Civil Life Religion.... (i@l Sl - Cimgrah. of. Conoda, -
Number of years service in the Navy (Long Service R.C.N., or mobilized service in cage of R.C.N.

(Temporary) or Reserve ratings)
Date of Death..........iﬁ.i%gi‘aﬂ.,._*...:&?ﬁ%ﬁ,

Cause of Death Woph it gl BSanan oo gndtowsly  eeonER s
& (IME?% %’% AR sadion,

ent, violence, or enemy action, particulars to be stated briefly)

Nearest known | Neme . BRBly. Wil Soliand Relationship ... #&#4

relative or £k Wost 1
friend. Address ﬁﬁ Ly ?' ? {@Tn..’. ...................................................................

s TN BB
Date on which the above was informed by Ship i
Date on which death was registered with local Officials
In the case of Imperial Service men, whether Active Service, Pensioner or Reserve, date on which the

prescribed return was rendered to the Registrar General in London, Edinburgh or Dublin, accord-

ing to Nationality

Agnadeg 5 C

(if known)

Place of Burial
Location, Number, ete., of grave
Undertaker employed

(if any)

If borne for discipline only, date D.S.Q. or invalided

> @?/f’
%a s

The NAVAL SECRETARY,
Department of National Defence,
Ottawa, Canada.

In all cases this Form is to be sent in addition to the Report by Telegraph requi
Regulations. FEE

Distribution: File, Imp. W. G. Com., Dom. Stat., Register.

CNS. 1121
15M—7-40 (5849)
N.S. 815-9-1121




o 0-77555
Wy command of the Bonourable the Minister of Rational Defence

- for Nabval Serbices of the Dominion of Canabda -

To Provationary Sub-Iieutenant Bruce M. Whitehead, R.C,N.V.R,
(iemporary) -~

Dou are hereby appoitedc  confirmed ana appointed

Sub-Iieutenant, R.C.N.V.R., (Temporary),

of Bis Majesty’s Canadian Ship ESQUIMALT,

confirmation and eppointment

Bour appoindisent i3 (0 takz etfect from 27th December, 1944.
(With seniority of 22nd October, 1944).

(Pay as confirmed Sub-Ijeutenent to commence 2nd August, 1944).

W/—L

Secvetary, PNaval Woard .
Personnel Pﬁ-co-“ds
e e B
R S 1. Noted in Reco rdu f//} ,,«’
Bepartment of National Defence e

Pabval Serhice

Ottatwa. 6th January, 2
H.Q. 36a KINGS AND CORNWAILIS addl. for

20M—1-44 (68)
N.S. 815-7-36




Barron Bros. Titd.

FUNERAL HOME oF
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[ ’ HYMN—“Nearer, my God, to Thee”
" unera %Bth[[e . Nearer, my Goci; torzhee, Nearer to‘rhee!
E’en though it be a cross, That raiseth me;

. of the Late Still all my song shall be, Nearer, my God, to thee,
: Nearer to thee.

éuh;IiBUto mtute mo whitebeah Though like a wanderer, The sun gone down,

: Darkness be over me, My rest a stone,
Born in England, June 8th, 1917 Yet in my dreams I'd be Nearer, my God, to thee,

Killed in Action. Nearer to thee.

l% BENEDICTION
TR

Officiating Clergyman—Rev. Walter Goos, Chaplain,
(P)R.C.N.
Rev. E. F. Church

ORGAN PRELUDE

SOLQ: “O Love That Wil’t Not Let Me Go”

~

Funeral Service with full Naval Honors, Thursday, April
25th, 1945, at 2:30 p.m., from the “Chapel of Chimes,”
Harron Bros. Ltd., 55 East Tenth Avenue,
Vancouver, B.C.

T 00O

I

SCRIPTURE READING

A

ADDREs;S INTERMENT—Ocean View Burial Park.
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[ You may retain this copy ]

PRAYER
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REGIBSTERIED

AIR MAIIL

FILE NOs: NeS. Ow77555 PERS(n)

18 April, 195,

Deay Mrs, Whitehead:

It is with deepest regret that I must confirm
the telegram of the 17th of April, 19u45, from the
Minister of National Defence for Naval Servkces, inform-
ing you that your husband, Sub-Lieutenant Bruce Mansell
Whitehead, Royal Canadian Naval Volunteer Reserve, has
been killed in action.

For security reasons, the only information which
may be released at this time is that your husband's death
was due to enemy action.

As you are aware, his body was recovered and, in
accordance with your wiches, is being sent, at public ex-
pense, to Vancouver, B.C. You will be informed of the date
and time of arrival by the Commanding Officer, H.M.C.S,
"BURRARD", who will be pleased to assist you in making any
necessary arrangements for the funeral, The Protestant
Chaplain, Reverend J, L., L., Graham, Royal Canadian Navy,
who has already contacted you, ig also available should
you require any further assistance,

It is requested that you will regard the name of
the ship in which Sub-Lieutenant Whitehead wag serving, to-
gether with the fact that she hag been in contact with the
enenmy, as secret until an official announcement is made.

Please allow me to express sincere sympathy with
you in your bereavement on behalf of the Minister of National
Defence for Naval Services, the Chief of the Naval Staff, and
the Officers and men of the Royal Canadian Navy, the high
traditions of which your husband has helped to maintain,

Yours sincerely,

. NAVAL BOARD,

Mrs, Betty Whitehead, @Q @ /W?) \@“

645 West 17th Ave.,
Vancouver, B.C,

Despatched g,
See. N, B, 4

©9000¢
Poadecopa
G

il?]_aﬂe/ﬁ ¥ 7S
e /54—1‘]
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REGISTERED
ALl R MAIL

FILE 8Ost N.Se 0-77555 PERS, (M)

o [ May, 19”5-
Dear Mrs, Whitehead!

Further to my letter of the 18th of April, 1945, I am passing
on the following particulars regarding the loss of HsM.CeS, "ESQUIMALLY,
the ship in which your husband was serving. This information is now be-
ing released for publication,

HoM,C. 8, "ESQUIMALE", a Royal Canadian Navy minesweeper, was
torpedoed and sunk by an enemy submarine while on operational duty off
the east coast of Canada. One Officer and fifteen ratings were killed
at the time of the disaster, four Officers and twenty-four ratings are
missing and now presumed dead, while two Officers and twenty-four ratings
survived the sinking,

The following is an excerpt from the report of a Canadian Naval
Press Relations Officer who was in contact with survivors of the ill-fated
ship, $

“Struck by a torpedo on the starboard side, H.M.C,S.
"ESQUIMALTY listed heavily, and sank stern first in a few
minutes., The ship's list had the seaboat under water and
flooded before it could be released from the davits, but
carley floats were freed quickly before the ship went down,
and those who escaped from the ship gathered on four of
these floats.

"It was from the four floats fhat a sister Bangor mine-
sweeper, H.M,C,S. "SARNIA" 6 picked up the survivors nearly six
kours later., Many who had reached the floats safely hud died
of exposure on the floats, from the soaking in the cold sea
water, and sixzteen bodies were taken aboard the rescue craft.

In gpite of the rapidity with which the ship heeled
over and slid under the surface there was no panic or con-
fusion", a surviving Officer reported. ZXZveryone he had seen
bhad been calmly and quickly sbandoning ship.

"Many men had died in the floats, and their bodies were
brought dboarg,H.M.C.S.‘“SARNIA“ with the survivors.

fArtificial respiration was given to some of the uncon-
scicus men for hours after they were picked up, but only two
men were revived,

"On the bridge when the explosion came was Sub-Lieutenant
B, Whitehead, R.C.N.V,R., Vancouver, who perished later on one

of the carley floats."
May I again express the sincere sympathy of the Department with you

in your bereavement. _
Yours sincerely,

Vi

Deputy SECRETARY, NAVAL BOARD, oz /?/ o

Mrs, Betty Whitehead, éEEE'
645 West 17th Ave.,

Vancouver, B,C, /? Sec. N. B,

\_Wk/

M-.nu:_u...‘ =
Date &, Q//?‘-S

Despatched by




14 Dundas Esplanade,
Charlottetown, P. E, I.
May 10, 1945,

Mrs. Betty W. Whitehead,
645 W=17th. Ave.
Vancouver, B. C.

Dear Mrg. Whitehead:

Your husband, Bruce, was serving
under me as Signals officer during the recent action
in which he lost his life.

At the time of the action Bruce
was officer of the watch and managed to get to a life
raft but died a few hours later of exposure.

In line of duty he was willing
and competent and in the wardroom a pleasant and
popular companion. ;

To express sympathy just the
right way is always difficult. However, your loss
is felt deeply by myself and all surviving shipmates.

Yours sincerely,

Robert C. Macmillan,
Eleube SR LN Ve R




NeS40aT77555,F .Dab66,PERS. (N)

28 June, 1945.

" BT
With reference to Report of Death
respecting the late Sub-Lieutenant Bruce Mansell
Whitehead, Royal Canadian Naval Volunteer Reserve,
forwarded to you on the 30th of May, 1945, the
following information has now been received:

Name of Cemetery: Ocean View Durisl Fark,
Vancouver, B.C.

Date of Burial: April 26th, 1945.

Location of Grave: FPlot 125, Grave 2,
; Heather Section.

Undertaker employed: Harron Bros., Ltd,

Yours truly,

fe 2

for SECRETARY, 7\1‘.@ BOARD.

Secretary,

Imperial War Graves Commission,
312 Transportation Building,
OTTAWA, Onterio,




RCNVR Nov. 45 "ESQUIMALT" J
MEDALS AND MEMORIALS—DECEASED PERSONNEL REGISTRATION No. DATE OF DESPATCH

(1) MEDALS
PERSON

ENTITLED TO Mrs. Betty Whitehead - Widow

4572 W 2nd Ave.,
VANCOUVER, B.C.

ADDRESS:

MEMORIAL CROSS ¢
wiDow Mrs. Earldine Betty Whitehead

4572 W 2nd Ave., Vancouver, B.C.
ADDRESS:

MEMORIAL CROSS
MOTHER

lirs. Morris B. Whitehead

3  28-6-45

; General Delivery
ADDRESS: Albernie, B.C.
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D OF D 16-4-45 "V N\ P.D.
DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS AWARDé‘m Ej&" - WAR SERVICE RECORDS

o

WHITEHEAD Bruce Mansell )=-1T717555 |sSub Lt A Q ( oL ( >D

[

RANK ON

SURNAME (IN BLOCK LETTERS) CHRISTIAN NAMES DISCHARGE

C.A.S.F. UNIT

WAR SERVICE
BADGE
(CLASS) ; DATE DESPATCHED:

ADDRESS: _

.

/CAMPAIGN MEDALS ‘A REGISTRATION NUMBER AN DATE DESPATCHED

EEB 17 199~

(THE REVERSE TO BE USED FOR ESTATE PURPOSES)






