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ATTESTATION FORM
(HOSTILITIES FORM)

FOR MEN OF THE ROYAL CANADIAN NAVAL VOLUNTEER RESERVE

i + ar Rl o “
CHRISTIAN NAMES.... Walter Bdwia .. MARRIED, SINGLE OR WIDOWER.. S&ngzle..

PERMANENT ADDRESS RELIGION

828 Dollard Avenue, Outremont, Montresl . United Church of Qanada.

DATE OF BIRTH 'PLACE OF BIRTH NAME AND ADDRESS OF NEXT OF KIN

M 199 I'.'TDJG"IE This
_'f, 1920 Town

V¥ o - Q.
NI'S e D’:,;a‘v IMEL

™ '; 0on

*Original Nationality of: County

Father El"'“lﬁ's‘n Canadig el O'h remont, E.“omrr—,-ﬁ .
Tovince

Mother 5o 3 ish Cangdisn

*If not the son of natural born British parents, particulars to be given at foot of next page.

PERSONAL DESCRIPTION ON ENROLMENT

CHEST MEASUREMENT LS COMPLEXION WOUNDS, SCARS, MARKS

) EL U R 0L o Sligh t

1 1
P o
Al e

Inches... Deﬂatedf—

125-1;,

e b ot fodt | IV C TN oy, urgevisasivas usces s Essatoustiadisonssbroses

DATE OF ENROLMENT

'y

December 99,1940 de+ Sea 94 Publishin

R.C.N.V.R. Division (or other o n Street,
establishment) at Which enrolled . ... ieismiaiimseiarte e e it o s asiaressshiheiebanians Mont raal Ouebaec

Co e

o
CJ

(B) DECLARATION TO BE MADE BY APPLICANT

I hereby declare as follows:—
(1) ThatI am a Br1t1sh Subject domiciled in Canada.

(2) ThatIam des1rous of being enrolled as a member of the Royal Canadian Naval Volunteer Reserve
Force, and that I accept and agree to abide by the rules of the said Force.

(3) That * (a) I have never served, and am not serving in any Naval, Military, Reserve, or Territorial
Force.
*(b) kserwedimux s K sk our s i rs e xie e ok the pPeried shown, ;and attach: my
recurck afcservicex inceorraboration:of thisistatement.

i

o

*Cross out Clause not applicable. Pers@ﬂ nel R( s ‘{
vision,
L TO

SERVED IN

Noted in Records
..... o ko e i e e s ] T e - e 43 IndOX, Card,
lon - 8ub. (‘
Stasstical Ca

(c) I have never been rejected for or discharged from any ot S]}ga‘lesty s Forggs on
account of unfitness. asvases

(4) That the particulars contained above are correct and true accordingft

and belief. DA rE /6 _,/ﬂ b
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(3) On being enrolled as a member of the Montres] Division of {1
Royal Canadian Naval Volunteer Reserve, I undertake to bind my_,x_lf —

(a) To serve from the date thereof for the duration of hostilities, being subject to the provisions of the
Naval Service Act, and of the Regulations made in pursuance thereof for the government of the Royal

Canadian Naval Volunteer Rererve, and to the customs and usages of His Majesty’s Canadian Naval
Service.

(b) To report for active service if called upon in time of war or emergency, and, if called into active
service, to serve ashore or afloat as may be directed, according to where my services are required.

(¢) To keep in good repair and condition the articles of uniform and any articles of outfit which may
be issued to me and to return them to the nearest Divisional Commanding Officer or to Training Head-
quarters prior to my discharge or when required so to do by any authorized person, or to pay compensation
for any loss or damage thereto other than fair wear and tear; and also not to wear such uniform or outfit
(which is and remains the property of the Crown) except when on naval duty.

(d) To undergo vaccination or re-vaccination, or inoculation, as considered necessary by the appro-
priate authorities.

Dated this 9 December
Signature of applicant........ ==
(©) CERTIFICATE OF ATTESTING OFFICER

I hereby certify that all the foregoing statements were made by the volunteer above named, in my

Slgnature of and rank of Attesting Officer.
T.l:-.fﬁ"' -L Ra ra‘? TraRﬁ

OATH OF ALLEGIANCE

do sincerely promise and swear (or solemnly
.declare) that I will be faithful and bear true allegiance to-Hjs\Britannic Majesty, His heirs and successors

according to law. \'S
Signature of Applicant. JA)..\

Wltness%% ..................... sy e g Tl et

tebecember 9th,1940 \ ieutenant R.CsN.V.R.

The Oath of Allegiance may be administered by a Commissioned Officer of the Naval Service.

" CERTIFICATE OF ATTESTING OFFICER

having been duly enrolled to serve in the Royal
Canadian Naval Volunteer Reserve Force, I have caused his name and every prescribed particular to be
recorded in the Record Book of the..............c.ccooocee Montnesd ... Division of the R.C.N.V.R.

or in the appropriate official documents.

Licuts R.C.l.V.R. /  Attesting Officer.

R.C.N.V.R. Division ;
Recemher. .2Lh (or other establishment) Montreal

o ¥

INOTE.—This form when completed and when the particulars on it have been noted in the Divisional
Commanding Officer’s Record Book, is to be forwarded to Headquarters, Ottawa, for custody.

The Certificate of medical examination, B-207, and certificates of previous service are to be sent to
Headquarters, Ottawa, with this form.
. Certificates_of previous service will be returned after they have been examined at Headquarters,
Ottawa.
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CERTIFICATE of the SERVICE of

AR Aot gl S gy =

in the Royal Canadian Naval Volunteer Reserve \\

The corner of this Certificate is to be
cut off if the man is discharged with
a

““Bad’'® character or with dis-
grace, or if specially directed
by the Department of Na-

tional Defence (Naval

B Service). If the cor-

~ ner is cut off, the

Ly fact is to be

noted in the
Ledger.

TR

Training Headquarters ’

R.C.N.V.R. Division l
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Date ol Bifth. .ol el LA ,/fezé'; ....................... e e

Name and Address of Nearest

Relative or Friend
(in pencil)

Place of Birth........ ZIAAIALLA . Al Aol e

Place of Residence.......... A Attt e D A L A R

Trade brought up to......... (,::ﬂ/ff({{(‘f{;?”"l/ ..... e

Religion.....ccoemnerin ; z«/’Z’ ?’f/ f/& A Cif 0L 1’5’/‘{’ :

Can Swim —P.P.T.

RSk, D

Signature

PARTICULARS OF SERVICE

MEDALS, DECORATIONS etc

Date of
Enrolment
or re-enrolment

Date of
Actual
Volunteering

Period
Volunteered
for

Date of

_Ratinz on
Enrolment or -
Re-enrolment

Presentation

Mature of Decoration

ﬂmf :é

7 T

PERSONAL DESCRIPTION

o Height

Chest

| 'Foet | Inches

Weight
{mecan)

Hair

MARKS, WOUNDS, SCARS

On re-enrolment—=06 years’ Service. i oo | s

On re-enrolment=—12 years' Service ..o | vl iimminmiloani.

Further Di:-ecriptg)n if necessary
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TRANSFER BETWEEN DIVISIONS

TRANSFER—LISTS A AND B

From

To

Date

Authority




NAVAL TRAINING and ACTIVE SERVICE

SHIP OR ESTABLISHMENT

NON-SUB,

RATING
LAY

FROM
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RATE

NON-SUB.

ez is

e oot fh35 1V 6 o

EXAMINATIONS, NOTATIONS, QUALIFICATIONS

RECORD OF RATING

Particulars

Captain’e Signature

Rated

| Authority for Advancement
or Reason for Disrating to bz
stated
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Name....

z.,.%ﬁ.i/.&/.zzi .................................... Conduct

SECOND CLASS FOR CONDUCT
(Inclusive Dates)

CHARACTER, ABILITY IN RATING ON COMPLETION OF TRAINING, DISCHARGE FROM TIHE

SERVICE, AND ANNUALLY, 31st DECEMBER, WHILE MOBILIZED

Character

: Noting-Substantive

¥fficiency in Rating
ing-& Date Captain's Signature
Rating in Brackets

R.C.N.ViR:
Guon CoNbucT AND GooD SERVICE BADGES

Date

G.5.B.
or
G.C.B,

ist,
2nd,

Granted,

Deprived,

Restored

TIME FORFEITED

Py
D.C,;
24 e

or

No, of Days

Awarded

Served
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VERIFICATT ON_FOR!

CAMPAIGN STARS, DEFENCE MEDAL, WAR MEDAI
ﬁAVAI: GENEHAL SﬁUIUE MEDAL
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VERIFICATION FORM

EFENCE MEDAL, WAR MEDAL s CeVeS«Ms and CLASP.

T GENERAL SERVICE MEDAL (1915) .

RATING' "%':iQ.ﬂ-ou.o.noa n-t.OFF.NOOV"zéil‘gZ..'!-..DOOOIADDRESS P00 9% Pec0eONNAT OO0 BRD
QUALIFYING PERIODS IN DAYS v Sm—
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Walter Edwin ORI AT NI o V23409
{Given Names)

V23409 OFFICIAL NUMBER

3 Qualified s 5
Ship or Establishment Rating Character Non-Sub. Rating
Day |[Month \ Month|

Montreal Div. Str..|.Ord. Smn V.G, S T o ) 2 e s

Duty Div. BdQsSae . i 340 V.G 1512
Stadagcona " VGl ]
1" Tel. AR Tl
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"
Yentura. (Stalff)
Nisgzara.
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Baddeck 4z | LHL
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stadacona - 8.9 . 4] N0.288:P#15 (Ocean Pazsag

e 9200
| Y

Peregrine i3 =L e e
srsrasenwEnn Rt LT 3??31 :P721

Guysboro i | SE2 PR e B/ LABa T, ]

DISCHARGFD i per Casualty Lipt

= =]

Dead.

B} CIVH -~ OCEU: IREL --PERH:-REﬁlBEﬂCf-PRN}'ENI;:' g B

AL eTv-iTovwlsert-Dive- 4 A pr-

(% ¢ ou “:.. .‘

1 ACT,.SERV, DATE] 5TR RV.-DATE.-|--
DY M, YR _' - DY -3 M0

T NON-SUB M.
i R o B8 o AT (NTEONT [ M




OFFICIAL NUMBER.. Vaod09 ..
DATE OF BIRTH 1920

PLACE OF BIRTH OCCUPATION Collector "
RELIGION, United. . EDUCATION..... £
RESIDENCE AT TIME OF ENLISTMENT: Street and No.......... 300 i@ d hB R G AVEBBUE 5. Town, QUG T EMONL . Montreal,. .. A O i MR Tt

ENGAGEMENTS DESCRIPTION PREVIOUS SERVICE
Rank

Date (in figures)

Period Height Complexion Marks or Scars Served in

or
Year Rating

-Rlight.acar.hack....
e by e AT O st e

s . =
NEXT OF KIN RELATIONSHIP (in pencil)......uumsii ff o AT A e NAME (in pencil)

ADDRESS. (in pencil): Street and N 0. o il et b i es e s oot e Aot Bt ces s sl e T B e oot vk sendinsd s vt L OWI . e e o O Bt (it y B it sis e e it i et PTOVITICE Jebe i A e T i s
MEDALS, CLASPS, HURT CERTIFICATES, PRIZE MONEY EXAMINATIONS, CERTIFICATES, ETC.

Date (in figures) Particulara Date (in figures) Particulars

Month Month| Year Month

JQual..Tel.

Date (in figures)

PARTICULARS

Bapces, G.C. or G.S. BRIEF PARTICULARS OF WARRANT OoR C.M. PUNISHMENTS AND C.P. CHARGES
- Granted Date (in fi

DRt OB A TesE) 1st, 2nd or 3rd G.C. Deprived SHIP OR ESTABLISHMENT £ gicitnfigures) =]l
Day |Month| Year or G.S. Restored b Month| Year

.9.]12.1.5%3.| 155 G.C. B.......| Granted .. Z

BRIEF PARTICULARS OF OFFENCE PUNISHMENT

Date (in figures) Days FORFEITED B e
Year | Prison C. Power In diff. Char. (Ta st Will & Testamen

H.Q. 35—30M—5-41 (337)
N.S. 815—7-35




Stz copies to be rendered to Naval Service Headquarters

REPORT OF THE DEATH OF AN OFFICER, MAN OR BOY

XEARHRERN.....o NAVAL SERVICE. HEADQUARTERS, OTTAVA, . Ontaria,

Name............ SMARBON, . ... A e Talter ldwin

(Christian names in full)
Rank or Rating....... keading Telegraphist  oficial No

™,

e N, e s Date of Birth....8%. Wax,.. 1920

Number of years service in the Navy (Long Service R.C.N., or mobilized service in case of R.C.N.

(Temporary) or Reserve ratings).....Fe9m 9 December, 1940 t¢ 18 Warch, 1945......
Date of Death

Cause of Death.. ¥issing, presumed dead.. He waa. serving. in H.M.C.8. Y0UYSBOROTGH®

(If due to accident, violence, or enemy action, particulars to be stated briefly)

Nearest known
relative or

friend.

Date on which the above was informed by Sitip

Date on which death was registered with local Officials

In the case of Imperial Service men, whether Active Service, Pensioner or Reserve, date on which
the preseribed return was rendered to the Registrar General in London, Edinburgh or Dublin,
according to Nationality

Place of Burial No buriasl,

Location, Number, ete., of grave

If applicable

Undertaker employed

JECGRET ARY, NAVAL BOARD,

The SECRETARY, NAVAL BOARD /
Department of National Defence, : 3 8 Qnt,,,},,.f;’,ay,
Ottawa, Canada. (/ 3
G

In all cases this Form is to be sent in addition to the Report by Telegraph required by the
Regulations.

Distribution: File, Imp. W. G. Com., Dom. Stat., Register, See. C.P.C., Dir. of Records.

C.N.8. 1121
10M—6-44 (774)
N.S. 7570.8-1121




23 April, 1945,

Dear Mr., Smardon:

Further to my letter of the 21st of March, 1945, I
regret to inform you that in view of the length of time which
has elapsed since your son, Walter Edwin Smardon, Telegraphist,
Official Number V-23409, Royal Canadian Naval Volunteer Reserve,
was reported missing from H.M.C.S., "GUYSBOROUGH", the ship in
he was serving, the fact that all circumstances surrounding his
loss have been carefully reviewed, and as no news has since
been received to the contrary, the Canadian Naval Authorities
have now presumed his death to have occurred on the 18th of
March, 1945.

H.M.C.S. "GUYSBOROUGH", a Royal Canadian Navy mine-
sweeper, was torpedoed and sunk by an enemy submarine while on
operational duty at sea., Five Officers and 48 ratings, including
one Royal Navy Officer and one rating who were taking passage,
are missing and now presumed dead.

The above information is now being released for publica-

tion,

The following is an excerpt from the report of a Canadian
Naval Press Relations Officer who was in contact with survivors of
the ill-fated ship. While there is no official confirmation of
these statements, they are believed to be authentiec, considering
thelr source:

"Only one death occurred from the explosion but many died
during the 19 hours the men who had survived the explosion
spent in the water clinging to five Carley floats. Only
six men of 42 on one overcrowded float lived until the
rescue ship, a Royal Navy frigate, arrived.

""Both the air and the water were cold," said one of the
survivors. 'Most of the men who died, died smiling. If
they suffered any, you'd never have known it."

"With the whaler overturned and the ship's motor boat
holed by the explosion, only the Carley floats remained
for the survivors. Four of the five floats were lashed
together and from these the majority of the survivors
were picked up. ©Seven hours after the men abandoned ship
only 10 men remained alive on the one overcrowded Carley
float, TFour others died before rescue came,

"Exposure accounted for the largest number of deaths,.
Survivors were unanimous in saying that those who died
did so quietly and with little apparent suffering.

"When the torpedo struck the Guysborough so much debris
littered the decks that the Commanding Officer, Lieut.
B. Ts R, Russell, R.C.N,R., at first glance, thought his
ship had been the victim of two simultaneous torpedoes,

"It looked at first as if the ship would survive, Guns
crews were closed up, water-tight doors were closed,
bulkheads shored up and every effort made to save the
little vessel,

e
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"There was just onme fatality from the torpedeing,
although some members of a gun's crew were injured.”

Please allow me t0 express sincere sympathy with you
in your bereavement on behalf of the Minister of National Defence
for Naval Services, the Chief of the Naval Staff, and the Officers
and men of the Royal Canadian Navy, the high traditions of which
your son has helped to maintain.

Yours si?cerely,

‘| !
V

SEG _Z‘;f, NAVAL BOARD,

Mr. Walter Smardon,
828 Dollard Avenue,
OUTREMONT,
Montreal, Quebec.

Dt‘f:-[.ml(‘hcd by

-»z;——74~—//

-------------- SABRDY

Date 2R -4/ .
Time /3 e i




DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS p WAR SERVICE RECORDS

AWARDS NAVY DB

RANK ON
BB GO DISCHARGE

SURNAME (IN BLOCK LETTERS) CHRISTIAN NAMES

SMARDON Walter Edwin i V-23409 | L/Tel. | Fnewe
|

WAR SERVICE
BADGE
(CLASS) . DATE DESPATCHED:

ADDPESS:

CAMPAIGN MEDALS REGISTRATION NUMBER AND DATE DESPATCHED

1939-45 Star

Atlantic Star & Clasp—
Africa Star & Clasp
C+V+S+M+—&Clasp—
War Medal

(THE REVERSE TO BE USED FOR ESTATE PURPOSES)

DVA B8C6




MEDALS AND MEMORIALS—DECEASED PERSONNEL
RCNVR Nov. 45 "GUYSBOROUGH"

(1) MEDALS
PERSON

ENTITLED TO i, Walter Reginald Smardon - Father ({)! MOR]

REGISTRATION No. DATE OF DESPATCH

828 Dollard-Street, 493 Elm Ave., Westmount
ADDRESS: Outremont, Montreal, Que,

(2) MEMORIAL CROSS KEGN. NO

WIDOW'

(2

=

7

ADDRESS:

(3) MEMORIAL CROSS
MOTHER deceased

ADDRESS:






