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ATTESTATION FORM
(HOSTILITIES FORM)

FOR MEN OF THE ROYAL CANADIAN NAVAL VOLUNTEER RESERVE .
SO S N B D TR T LT e D L T S £ o S TSP et b o Fr s ot o U D) 3 ) K@) 20 6 Nov“jzgzéél

CHRISTIAN NAMES.......... 8 R EUR AL Dlatetdel Lo ... MARRIED, SINGLE OR WIDOWER..®: P’lﬁ

PERMANENT ADDRESS | RELIGION

152 Deleware €t - Londeon, Ontario United

DATE OF BIRTH *PLACE OF BIRTH NAME AND ADDRESS OF NEXT OF KIN

¥ra., Catherine BFLL (mother/
: 157 Neleware =t,

*Original Nationality of: County 'Pptﬂ‘r‘born up‘,h 'Lonﬂ on " Onta f‘i 0.

Father  Cgnadian

Mother fSgotch

*If not the son of natural born British parents, particulars to be given at foot of next page.

(A) PERSONAL DESCRIPTION ON ENROLMENT

3rd December, 1923 | = pogerborourh

pProvinee Lintario

HEIGHT . CHEST MEASUREMENT EYES COMPLEXION WOUNDS, SCARS, MARKS

Inflated

- Hazell Pair nil

Deflated

Mean-sg

EDUCATIONAL STANDING TRADE OR CALLING AND IN WHOSE EMPLOY

Grade 12 Hachiniat
H, B, Beal Technieal “chool Preeision Machine Co,
London, Ontario London, Ontarioe,

DATE OF ENROLMENT RATING FOR WHICH ENROLLED H.M.C.S. ESTABLISHMENT IN WHICH ENROLLED

Nivisionsl Strength
22rd January, 1943 Stoker T (®) | H M. 0,8, "PREVOST" Londnn, Ont,

(B) DECLARATION TO BE MADE BY APPLICANT

I hereby declare as follows:—
(1) That I am a British Subject domiciled in Canada.

(2) That I am desirous of being enrolled as a member of the Royal Canadian Naval Volunteer Reserve
Force, and that I accept and agree to abide by the rules of the said Force.

(3) That * (a) I have never served, and am not serving in any Naval, Military, Reserve, or Territorial
Force.

* (b) I SHEH T Y Y XY Y X Y Y Y M perfod shawn, and Attach my* ©
B D o iy e A e s b i i o )
re&)‘f’&f&%‘er -}ce, 1n 'fc’:c\ﬁ"ro BFa 10 "Sf'this statement.
*Cross out Clause not applicable.

SERVED IN ‘

NTL

(c) I have never been rejected for or discharged from any of His Majesty’s Forces on
account of unfitness.

(4) That the particulars contained above are correct and true according to the best of my knowledge

| A YD
e (5N T




(5) On being enrolled as a member of the Royal Canadian Naval Volunteer Reserve, I undertake and
bind myself:— 4

(a) To serve from the date thereof for the duration of hostilities, being subject to the prm}isions of the
Naval Service Act, and of the Regulations made in pursuance thereof for the government of the Royal
Canadian Naval Volunteer Reserve, and to the customs and usages of His Majesty’s Canadian Naval
Service.

(b) To report for active service when called and to serve ashore or afloat as may be directed, according
to where my services are required.

(c) To keep in good repair and condition the articles of uniform and any articles of outfit which may
be issued to me and to return them to the nearest naval establishment prior to my discharge or when
required so to do by any authorized person, or to pay compensation for any loss or damage thereto other
than fair wear and tear; and also, until called into active service, not to wear such uniform or outfit (which
is and remains the property of the Crown) except when on naval duty.

(d) To undergo vaccination. or re-vaccination, or inoculation, as considered necessary by the appropriate
authorities.

: o = :
(e) I have not been induced to enter as dtoker Ie (T) by the prospect of being
transferred at some future date to any other branch or rating.

(C) CERTIFICATE OF ATTESTING OFFICER

I hereby certify that all the foregoing statements were made by the volunteer above named and that

T e e 2%
Signature of and rank’of Attesting Officer.

Lisutensnt V, R,
OATH OF ALLEGIANCE

do sincerely promise and swear (or solemnly
declare) that I will be faithful and bear true allegiance to His Britannic Majesty, His heirs and successors

according to law. M
Signature of Applicant KA % A e e N e

Witness

Date Jennary,. 1oLz, Rank

The Oath of Allegiance must be administered by a Commissioned Officer of the Naval Service.

NOTE.—Attestation Form in duplicate, Certificate of Medical Examination (B-207) in duplicate,
Occupational History Form in triplicate and certificates of previous service are to be forwarded to Naval
Service Headquarters immediately after attestation. :

Certificates of previous service will be returned after examination.

Unemployment Tnsurance Bpok

yes




N V. 17 : The corner of this Certificate is to be
T _ : . cut off if the man is discharged with
A ;3'.5-;1:17 ) 3 ‘ _ a ‘““Bad” character or with dis-

} ‘ : grace, or if specially directed

by the Department of Na-

- tional Defence (Naval
CERT IFTCATE of the SERVICE of N\~ Service). If tho cor-
’ \ ner is cut off, the
\\ fact is to be
)_ ; noted in the

Ledger.

Training “C;l(]qllartms , "~ R.C.N.V.R. Division ‘ Official Numbcr...Mf..

13

Name and Address of Nearest
: % : : ‘ Relative or Friend
Date of Birtho.ooooo..... oAl Ll (i pencil

P]éce ofeBitth'. imert v

-Place of Residence. /

2 dtlanants 7
Trade brought up to ....... e //ﬂ' W
Releian sl i W L.?/M"

Can Swim:—P.P.T. D T Dl e L SR Ty T

P& T 'Date ey : Signature

PARTICULARS OF SERVICE! e ; { MEDALS,. DECORATIONS, etc.

Date of

Date of Daté of - " Period) ___Rating on____ |—
. Actual Enro!ment . Volunteered Enrolment or - , Niature oi Decoration
Volunteering or re-enrolment \‘ for Re-enrolment Award Presentation

PERSONAL DESCRIPTION

] Height g .
d=—==m—=—| Chiest Weight Hair iyes Camplexion MARKS, WOUNDS, SCARS
Inches | {mean) : .

2 3T i (|

On Entry

On re-envolment—6 years' Service
On re-enrolment—12 years' Service

Further Description if necessary

TRANSFER BETWEEN DIVISIONS : ) TRANSFER—LISTS A AND B

To . < i ‘ Authority




NAVAL TRAINING and ACTIVE SERVICE

NON-SUB.
Year SHIP OR ESTABLISHMENT RATE RATING FROM TO CAUSE OF DISCHARGE
’
Als ﬁ@f V&J’f ................. | Jtou 1| 23 o 45 T e e
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Wounds Received in Action, Hurt Certificates, Meritorious Service, Special Recommendations, Prizes or other Grants

Date

Detalls

Captain’s-Signature

....................................

........................................

........................................

........................................

........................................

............



NAVAL TRAINING and ACTIVE SERVICE

FROM

TO

CAUSE OF DISCHARGE

................................

. RECORD. OF RATING

Date

Authority for Advancement
or Reason for Disrating to be
stated

: i NON-SUB.
[SCHARGE Vear SHIP OR ESTABLISHMENT AT RATING
v
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Conduct

SECOND CLASS FOR CONDUCT CI-IARACTER,. ABILITY IN RATING ON COMPLETION OF TRAINING, DISCHARGE FROM TIE
; (Inclusive Dates) : SERVICE, AND ANNUALLY, 31st DECEMBER, WHILE MORBILIZED

Efficiency in Rating
From : G Character Noting Substantive 2 Captain's Signature
S i 3 Rating in Brackets

T T 3 I R T P s 3 e SR s A

R.C.N.V.R.
Goop Coxpuct aMD GooD SERVICE BADGES

G.S.B. ist, Granted,
2nd, Deprived,
Restored

TIME FORFEITED

No. of Days .

Awarded




! i llB-B-A'?Z& E OFFICIAL NUMBER,...V:SQ?,%A,........,..
] 3. Dee..1922

FILE NUMBER.,
}ex,ende*

...OFFICIAL NUMBER 1

(Surname)

gwen Namc

PLACE OF BIRTH % Peterhnrmwh ﬂnt . OCCUPATION

RELIGION... Tnited.... EDUCATION o vt . <2k s

RESIDENCE AT TIME OF ENLISTMENT: Street and No.... 152 . Deleware..St.... ...........-...........I,gn’d.gn.!............‘...;A._.A,....‘......‘..........V.Provincc. ete... Ont,
DESCRIPTION < 2 5 : A Pnzvxous SERVICE

. Marks or.Scars o Sgrvned in. ! : ;

ENGAGEMENTS
Height i Complexion

Date (in figures)
Day | Month

2 , J *  — - A T £ —
NEXT OF KIN RELATIONSHIP (in pencil) = NAME (in pencil) _7 Al o AT am k| LEAAL it ) /’5 et L,
/ / . - e ’ rd 2 . " - E £
e T ot s W o o T e A R e A S Pt Townﬁ/ L R o ooid de o e s s rerinain sens EDOVANCE, [E OIS
ExAMINATIONS, CERTIFICATES, ETC. . ot
Date (in figures)

Particulars
Year

ADDRESS (in pencil): Street and No...
MEDALS, CLAsPS, HURT CERTIFICATES, PRIZE MONEY
Date (in figures)

Particulars
Day Year

Date (in figures)
Day |Month| Year
e L L 7 L)

BRIEF PARTICULARS OF WARRANT orR C.M. PUNISHMENTS AND C.P. CHARGES
BRIEF PARTICULARS OF OFFENCE PUNISHMENT

Bapces, G.C. or G.S.
Date (in figures)

Granted
Deprived SHIP OR ESTABLISHMENT
Restored

LIate,URiiguEes) 1st, 2nd or 3rd G.C.
Year or G.S.

Date (in figures) DAys FORFEITED
Month ’ Cells C. Power

W. Trial |In diff. Char.

SeconNp Crass For ConbucT

From

H.Q. 35—30M—4-42 (4260)
N.S. B15—7-35
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14

15

16

17

18

19

20 | 21 22 23 24

25 26 27

28

29 30 31 32 33

OFFICIAL NUMBER

34

35

V53224

Na3224

OFFICIAL NUMBER

NAME,
(S

Donald. Alexander

(Given Names)

Efficiency

Date

Qualified

Re-Qualified

Non-Sub. Rating

Month

Year

Month| Year

Ship or Establishment

Rating

Remarks

Character

Month

HMCS. . "Prevost!t

f

! ngnwglkisffﬁ

Stadacona...
Niobe

Afhaksskén

BISCHARGED

MPresumed| Dead™| | .

T RANK OR RATE T
aM EMLISTHEMNT

o | YR, [BIRTH

j;// 2.76.

¥ DATE ‘C‘f ﬁxmi‘, )

0¥,
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(Information extracted from Records at Naval Service Headquartors.

'h

Siz copies to be rendered to Naval Service Headquariers

REPORT OF THE DEATH OF AN OFFICER, MAN OR BOY

HAVAL BE i OTTAWA, Ont.

Rank or Rating

Place of Birth
Occupation in Civil Life ¥ :

Number of years service in the Navy (Long Service R.C.N., or mobilized service in case of R.C.N.

(If due to accident, violence, or enemy action, particulars to be stated briefly)

end sunk by enemy action in the English Channoel.

Nearest known
relative or
friend.

Date on which death was registered with local Officials

In the case of Imperial Service men, whether Active Service, Pensioner or Reserve, date on which
the prescribed return was rendered to the Registrar General in London, Edinburgh or Dublin,
according to Nationality

Place of Burial Yo burial

Location, Number, ete., of grave

If applicable

Undertaker employed
o N E’-Ti\.’s LOG BOOK

m————

20 104R
JAN 20 18 3 P 4
CLERK o, 1
&m—-BeﬁRD.

e

Department of National Defence,
Ottawa, Canada.

i
The SECRETAR%_,_}V

In all cases this Form is to be sent in addition to the Report by Telegraph required by the
Regulations. :

Distribution: File, Imp. W. G. Com., Dom. Stat., Register, Sec. C.P.C., Dir. of Records.

C.N.8. 1121
10M—6-44 (774)
N.B. 7670-8-1121




VIRIFICATION FORM
CAMPAIGN STARS, DEFENCE MIDAL WAR MEDAL

ﬁAVAf- GENBRAL SERVICE MEDAL  (

NAME IN FmLﬁ.&%‘.yw..%%.:...RANK/RATING SR

SERVICE QUALIFY
SHIP AREA >
FROM TO DAYS FROM T0 193¢
s e
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VERIFICATION FORM
S, DEFENCE MEDAL,, WAR MEDAL, C.V.S.M. and CLASP.
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QUALIFYING PERIODS IN DAYS v
AREA T STARS |1 | ELIGIBLE
- !;4 A CLASP 1915
FROM | TO 1959-45ATLANTIC| DEFENCE|c 'y, 5,y uEpALS |2 |FOR AWARDS 2
& 1939=-45 L[S AL,
(% ATLANTIC | |(Sto.
3 ) FRANCE G,
AFRICA
' PACIFIC
BURMA
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a DEFENCE
'T
i CeVaeS.M. &_w— ’f\
' " CLASP
= WAR 1945 VA
WAR 1915
|
J| VERIFIED BY o3/
= |
ﬁ
= |
X' |
|
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IFIED BY l.l.nt...tw.ooaclosooen“‘-.1 ."'...............-.".....onDIRQOF PE:B_SONNEI, RECORDS.




ATR MAIL
REGISTERED

N.S. V.53224 Pers. (N)

- NAVAL SERVICE =

\

f’May, 1944

Dear Mr. Bell:

It is with deepest regret that I must confirm
the telegram of the lst of May, 1944, from the Minister
of National Defence for Naval Services, informing you
that your son, Donald Alexander Bell, Stoler First Class,
Royal Canadian Naval Volunteer Reserve, Official Number
V.53224, is missing from H.M.C.S. "Athabaskan",

According to the report received from overseas,
your son's loss occurred when H.M.C.S. "Athabaskan" was
torpedoed and sunk by enemy action on the 29th of April,
1944, in the English Channel. Further particulars of this
Navel disaster are being published in the newspapers.

While Stoker Bell is reported as "missing", there
is a possibility of his surviwval, It is understood that a
number of the crew have been taken prisoners of war by the
enemy. The Red Cross have been informed and are attempting
to obtain from the German Government a list of those taken.
Please be assured that as soon as any further information
respecting your son has been received you will be informed.

Please allow me to express the sincere sympathy
of the Minister of National Defence for Naval Services, the
Chief of the Naval Staff and the Officers and men of the Royal
Canadian Navy, the high traditions of which your son has helped
to maintain.,

Yours sincerely,

oA

ﬁ?géﬁmany, NAVAL BOARD.
%
\

(

Mr. Ernest Allen Bell,
152 Delaware Street,
LONDON, Ontario,




REGTIS TERED

AIR MAIL

N.S. V-53224, Pers.(N)

f1

|
/.

4 January, 1945.

Dear HMr. & Mrs. Bell:

It is with deepest regret that I must inform
you that in view of the length of time which has elapsed
since your son, Donald Alexander Bell, Stoker First Class,
Official Number V-53224, Royal Canadian Naval Volunteer
Reserve, was reported missing from H.M.C.S. "ATHABASKAN",
and as no news has since been received to the contrary, the
Canadian Naval Authorities have now presumed his death to
have occurred on the 29th of April, 1944.

May I again express sincere sympathy with you
in your bereavement on behalf of the Minister of National
Defence for Naval Services, the Chief of the Naval Staff,
and the Officers and men of the Royal Canadian Navy.

Yours sincerely,

_ : 5 Despatched 1y
PULY  SECRETARY) NAVAL BOARD.

~—

Mr, & Mrs. Ernest A. Bell, tﬁu[ ; ‘ Bevveatis don oo

152 Delaware Street, g?&”/5;4//#4(’
LONDON, Ontario. Time e




N.S. V-53224,
F.D. 180, PERS,(N) "N"/5,

15 December, 1945.

Dear Mre. Bell:

With reference to your letter of recent date it
has been learned in the Department that along the coast of
Finigtere, France at Brignogan, Plouescat, Santec and
L'Aberwrach, shortly after the tragic sinking of H.M.C.S.
"ATHABASKAN", bodies from this ship were recovered and
buried. Of approximately seventy bodies known to have been ,44iy
recovered in this region, only two, however, were o - 2450
identified. In many cases all positive means of identifica- '
tion were taken from the bodies by the Germans and retained
by them.

While the wallet you received may have been
obtained by the Germans in the above mamner, there is insuf- -
ficient evidence to determine exactly how it came into their
possession or to establish that your son's body was recovered.
It is quite feasible that during the emergency that existed
at the time that articles of clothing and personal effects
were discarded, lost or appropriated by members of the crew,

Regarding the unidentified bodies, it is understood
that the eitizens of the French towns where they were re-
covered, looked after the burials and held funeral services,
even against the wishes of the Germans.

It is regretted that this Department is unable to
offer you any hope that your son is alive., The extensive
investigations conducted by the Allied authorities on the
Continent since the cessation of hostilities have failed to
bring to light any news of his fate. Nor has any information
been received from the Canadian Naval authorities overseas
that mention of Stoker Bell was made in the captured CGerman
casualty records.

An extensive search for graves of Canadian Naval
personnel who lost their lives in the European theatre of war
is still being conducted by the Director of Graves Registra-
tion and Enquiries, London, England and the Imperial War
Graves Commission and you may rest assured that should a
grave be located or any other news received, you will be in-
formed immediately.

Le- oo by
Yours sincerely, N, Sec.

OUM.,,

DEPUTY /. Daw/a—//z-;f 2
EF : , >
NAVAL SECRETARY. Time /A 7o

22

/

Mre. Catherine Bell,
152 Delaware Street,
LONDON, Ontario.




.8.C.4160=355/3,V0l.2,
::’. 1?.@275"‘2 ’F:.S .v-53224’
PERS,. (N )"N" 1A,

Ontario, 8th June, x 50,

Dear Mr, and ¥rs. Bell:

On the cessation of hostilities the
Army Graves Services, Overseas, made searches on the
Continent in an effort to locate graves and identify bodies.
- Exhumation reports, dental records, etc., of casuaslties
Trom H.M.C.8, "ATHABASKAN™ have since been turned over to
the Secretary of the Imperial War Graves Cormission,
Wooburn House, Wooburn Green, High Wycombe, Bucks., Englend,
who, in turn has forwarded them to Naval Headguarters with
a view to definitely establishing the identity of bodies
which were exhumed and over whose graves temporary markers
in some cases have been placed,

is the dental particulars on the
exhumation reports respecting your son, the late Stoker
First Clase Donald Alexander Bell, Official Number V-53224,
Royal Capnadisn Naval Volunteer Reserve, are similar to
those on file at Naval Headquarters, such particulars have
been accepted as positive identification,

Stoker Bell's grave is located in the
Plouegecat Communal Cemetery, Floueseat, Finistere, France,
in FPlot Number 1, Row 'A', Orave Number 2, It is under-
stood a permanent headstone will be erected in due course
by the Imperial War CGraves Cormmission (Overseas). It is
suggested that any inguiries regarding your son's grave
should be addressed direct to the Secretary of that
Commission,

Yours very truly,

Despatched by
N. Sec.

¥ir. and Mra. E.A. Bell’
152 Delaware Street,
IONDON, Ontario,




D OF D 29-4-44

NAVY ] | D.D

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS WAR SERGIC.E RECORDS

AWARDS

FILE No.

BELL Donald Alexander

V-53224 Sto. 1

RANK ON
CHRISTIAN NAMES DISCHARGE C.A.S.F. UNIT
WAR SERVICE

BADGE
(CLASS)

SURNAME (IN BLOCK LETTERS)

DATE DESPATCHED:

ADDRESS:

CAMPAIGN MEDALS REGISTRATION NUMBER AN DATE DESPATCHED

193945 gfap

Atlantic Ster .48 o d
C.V.S.M, & Clasp

War Medal

(THE REVERSE TO BE USED FOR ESTATE PURPOSES)
DVA BO8




RCNVR Aug. 45 "ATHABASKAN"
MEDALS AND MEMORIALS—DECEASED PERSONNEL REGISTRATION No. DATE OF DESPATCH

PR ——— "
i1 MEDALS I

|
PERSON ! L IS MORIA L
ENTITLED To Mr's. Catherine Bell - Mother L VY MO

h

152 Delaware St., | DATE DESP....

ADDRESS:

LONDON, Ont. _ e
bR NO g

MEMORIAL CROSS
wiDoOw

ADDRESS:

MEMORIAL CROSS
MOTHER Mrs. Catherine Bell

152 Delaware St.,
ADDRESS: London, Ontario.






