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CANADA

ATTESTATION FORM
FOR MEN OF THE ROYAL CANADIAN NAVAL RESERVE

Permanent Address Religion

Pleasantville, Lu. Co., N,S,. Baptist,

Date of Birth Place of Birth Name and Address of Next of Kin

o M n 2 .
Town Tleasantville rs. Genivive Corkum,

27th OGtOber, LA G Pleasantville, N.S.
1919. ountyLunenburg

Province I, S,

PERSONAL DESCRIPTION ON ENROLMENT

Height . Chest Measurement Hair Eyes Com-
iy plexion Wounds, Scars, Marks

Dark
Brown | Blue | Y¥resh| NIL.

Date of Enrolment . Trade or Calling and in whose Employ

21st Decenber, S
L eaman
1939,

(B) 5 DECLARATION TO BE MADE BY APPLICANT
I hereby declare as follows:—
(1) That I am a British Subject domiciled in Canada.

(2) That I am desirous of being enrolled as member of the Royal Canadian Naval Reserve, and that
I accept and agree to abide by the rules of the said Force.

(3) (a) That itis my inteation to follow the sea for a period of at least five years from this date.

Nore.—Candidates for enrolment as Seaman are to cross out clauses (b) and (c) above.
Candidates for enrolment as Stoker are to cross out clauses (a) and (c) above.
Candidates for enrolment as E. R. 4. are to cross out clauses (a), (b) and (c) above.

Candidates for enrolment as Engineman are to cross out clauses (a) and (b) above.




(4) That I have never been rejected from any of His Majesty’s Forces on account of
unfitness.

ot (5) That (a)* I have never served, and am not serving in any Naval, Military, Reserve or
applicable \* " Terrirotial Force.

(PP served—ttmrre MLy o e % for the

peziod-showan..

Served in Rank

NIL

(6) That the particulars contained above are correct and true according to the best of my
knowledge and belief.

(7) On being enrolled as a member of the Royal Canadian Navai Reserve, I undertake
_and bind myself:— AND/OR DURATION OF HOSTILITIES,

(a) To serve from the date thereof for five consecutive years, being subject to the
provisions of the Naval Service Act, and of the Regulations made in pursuance
thereof for the government of the Royal Canadian Naval Reserve, and to the

~ customs and usages of His Majesty’s Canadian Naval Service.

°(b). To report for active service if called upon in‘time 6f war or emergency, and, if
called into active service, to serve ashore or afloat as may be directed according to
where my services are required.

‘(¢) ' To keep in good repair and condition the articles of uniform and any articles of

- outfit which may be issued to me and to return them to the nearest Registrar or

to Training Headquarters prior to my discharge or when required so to do by any

authorized person, or to pay compensation for any loss or damage thereto other

than fair wear and tear; and also not to-wear such uniform or outfit (which is and
remains the property of the Crown) except when on Naval duty.

(8) I am willing to be vaccinated or re-vaccinated and inoculated as considered necessary
-~ by the appropriate authorities.

Dated this -

©) - | . OATH OF ALLEGIANCE
Gordon J"raa.nc:is CORKUM

Signature of Applicant?

Witness

~ The Oath of Allegiance may be administered by a Commissioned Officer of the Naval Service.

‘CERTIFICATE OF ATTESTING OFFICIAL

I hereby certlfy that all the foregoing statements were made “the man aboveé named, in
my presence, and that he has made and signed the above dﬁcﬁratl

alleg1ance in my presence this

(Slgn ture of Officer and ran «]
140 - Payr. Lieutengnt R.C.N.R.
No'rE.—When this form has been completed it is to bé forwarded to Naval Se
quarters, Ottawa for custody.

ier R, C. N,




DURATION @F HOSTILITIES °

The corner of this Certificate is to be cut off
whenever it is considered that the man’s
antecedents and character are such as
to render his re-entry at any future
time undesirable. Whenever the
corner is cut off the fact is to

be noted in the Ledger.

PORT DIVISION . OFFICIAL NUMBERA/[é??

Date of birth....2/th. . Qctober,. . .1919.
{ﬂbwnmPleaﬁamﬁMillﬁ,
| County and provmce Lumenbu'r‘g CO‘HitL, g NQVa. 8cotia,

Wheére born

Usual place of residence.......

Trade brought up to...........5€8

%
st n.z&,m.ﬁrmwm‘m%

CONTINUOUS SERVICE ENGAGEMENTS. MEDALS, CLASPS, Erc.
: 1

i Commencement Period ‘
Date of actual volunteering. Date Received. Nature of Decoration
of time volunteered for ;

uration of
.............. 21st.Recenber],..1939..... . Hastilitie

STATURE COLOUR OF
DESCRIPTION OF PERSON. MARKS, WOUNDS AND SCARS.

Complexion.

On entry as a boy

On adyvancement to man’s rating,
or on entry under 28 years......|......5. e Fre L.Brown...|.

On re-entry for C. S. or for Non-| -
C.S. after attaining 28 years..

Further desecription if necessary

C.N.S. 1243
2M—7-31
N.8. 815-8-1243




9

e iaren QRN UM

SHIP'S NAME. RATING. FROM CAUSE OF DISCHARGE.

§ Wounds received in Action and Hurt Certificate; also any Meritorious Service, CAPTAIN’S
SIGNATURE.

Special Recommendations, Prize or other Grants.




3
Service,

SHIP'S NAME,

RATING.

FROM

CAUSE OF DISCHARGE.

Examinations and Notations other than those entered on Gunnery and Torpedo History Sheet.

PARTICULARS.

CAPTAIN'S
SIGNATURE.

PARTICULARS.

CAPTAIN’S
SIGNATURE.




4\ / s
Nameéﬂf&d Itz g FIP : Conduct.

SECOND CLASS FOR CONDUCT CHARACTER, EFFICIENCY IN RATING, RECOMMENDATIONS FOR MEDAL AND GRATUITY (R.M.G.)
INCLUSIVE DATES. ON 381sr DECEMBER, EACH YEAR AND ON DISCHARGE FROM THE SERVICE.

Efficiency in Rating, noting
Character : 2 M.G. Captain's Signature.
Substantive Rating

=

| Can (s

e 7

/<8,

7.

AAas) .. &

U
GOO{D CONDUCT BADGES. :

/s

Grani:,ed, Deprived,
Restored.

Time

Forfeited.
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+..OFFICIAL NUMBER

Gordon. . Franeis

OFFICIAL NUMBER.... /L1089

(Given Names)

Ship or Establishment

Character

Efficiency

Qualified FﬁfouaIiﬁed
Non-Sub. Rating

e & e

Stadacona
Liverpool .
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Oakville
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OFFICIAL NUMBER

T L T B S o e e e e B e e SO R R

i
] OFFICIAL NUMBER.....

21169

NAME CORKIIM

(Surname)

Gordon.. Francis

(Given Names)

PleasantVille: Tunenburs 00, 5 NaiSa

...OCCUPATION Seaman

PLACE OF BIRTH

RELIGION Baptist

...EDUCATION
RESIDENCE AT TIME OF ENLISTMENT: Street and Io. ..o oooioi i cisiiniai st iansnaassnssinsses s et vmnsias s sennmeessan s seasac sreaacesanns

TomPleasantvllle,.Lunenbu BE. .C..@rovince. etC s U-

DATEYOF BIRTH: .../ i Oetoher, X989 . . o s i :

ENGAGEMENTS

DESCRIPTION

PREVIOUS SERVICE

Date (in figures) Period

Year

Height

Hair

Complexion Mearks or Scars Served in

Rank
or
Rating

= fedgn]
LG

D.Brown|

591 s Hestitilies. Only

NEXT OF KIN RELATIONSHIP (in pencil)

ADDRESS (in pencil): Street and No.........c... i

Vv R

(A

Ay,

Wl e o B e e

NAME (in pencil)......icesisiesniss
-

Town

MEDALS, CLAsSPS, HURT CERTIFICATES, PRIZE MONEY

EXAMINATIONS, CERTIFICATES, ETC.

Date (in figures) Particulars

Year

Date (in figures)

Day

Month

Year

Date (in figures)

Particulars
Year

e S

:l.

..Is.s.ue.d...nibhon...£or.....1.9.59.n45...st,&,.......-f...:’

&
i

Bapges, G.C. or G.5.

Date (in figures) Granted

1st, 2nd or 3rd G.C.
or G.S.

Deprived

Month Restored

Year

SHIP OR ESTABLISHMENT

BRIEF PARTICULARS OF WARRANT Or C.M. PUNISHMENTS AND C.P. CHARGES

D in figu
ateitin Szurcs) BRIEF PARTICULARS OF OFFENCE

PUNISHMENT

v A I o Granted. .. .

Date (in figures)

Days FORFEITED

Prison

Cells C. Power In diff. Char.

SEcoND CrLass For CoNDUCT

From

TO-E-F-Received ...

N.S. 815—7-35
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VERIFICATION FORM
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(Information extracted from Records at Waval Sorvice Headquarters.)

>
. Stz copies lo be rendered to Naval Service Headquarters

REPORT OF THE DEATH OF AN OFFICER, MAN OR BOY

HAV U‘-' S8BT T"th’ 39‘. f!\l} mb l.ﬁm ‘.

Gordon Franols

(Christian names in full) o
N

Rank or Rating ible Seanan i A LLEG Unit{R 'Gfﬁlﬁ‘-ﬁ C ﬁ/)ﬂ
R.CNA-R—
Place of Birth..  Fleasantville, W.&. : 27th Ootobor, 1019

Occupation in Civil Life

Number of years service in the Navy (Long Service R.C.N., or mobilized service in case of R.C.N.

W % RE 4 ¢
(Temporary). or Reserve ratings) From 2lat De wmbm, 1939 to 26th April, 1944

Date of Death 29%h ﬂnpi’il, 1944

Cause of Death

(If due to accident, violence, or enemy action, particulars to be stated briefly)

and gunk hy enemy action in the Hnplish Chamel.

Ne?;fasﬁié{engfn 287 Gobbingen Street, HALIFPAX, W.S.

friend.

In the case of Imperial Service men, whether Active Service, Pensioner or Reserve, date on which
the prescribed return was rendered to the Registrar General in London, Edinburgh or Dublin,
according to Nationality

Place of Burial fio burial

If applicable

far .......... . ........ Fhisinasnn (E I W cer.
SRORETARY, &??AL BOA g

The SECRETARY, NAYV
Department of National Defence,
Ottawa; Canada.

In all cases this Form is to be sent in addition to the Report by Telegraph required by the
Regulations.

Distribution: File, Imp. W. G. Com., Dom. Stat., Register, See. C.P.C., Dir. of Records.

C.N.S. 112
10M—6-44 (774)
N.8. 7570+ 8-1121




LA /GFM

Dear Mrs. Corkums:

I must re retfﬁllv inform you thet since your son
was reported missing no further 1HPOFW‘JJDM } i
of his survival or that he is a prisoner of
I wish to assure you, howsver, that
makes every endeavour to dis + the fate of m .
and draws upon all likely sources of information about them.

In the case of men who are b8119~= 0 be prifdners
of war continuous efforts are made to speced up the machiner:
whereby their names snd camp addresses cuan ‘“mrh this
The official means is by lists of names prepared by +E;
governmént. Theee ligts take some time to compile, e

if there is a long journey from the place of cnptwra to a
priscners of war cemp. Consequently "capture cerds", filled
in by the prisoners themselves scon after capture and sent
home to their relatives, are often the first news recsived
this country theat a man is & prisoner of war. '

L=

Very slight hope 'is now held, however, that t your
son is a prisoner of war as the total number of nemes of men
who are known to be prisoners from H.M.C.S. "ATHABASKAR"
coincides with the number which the Germans claim to have
captured from this-ship. ]

Even if no news is received that a missing men is a
prisoner of war, endeavours to trace him do not cease.
Enquiries are pursued, not only amonpg those who were serving
with him, but also through diplometiec channels and the, Inter=-
national Red Crose Committee at Geneva., The moment reliable
news is ¢! tained from any of these sources it is sent to thse
Department and is 1mde1ately pa 'sed on to the next of kin.

Should no information be receivéd to the contrary
your son will be presumed dead by the Canadlau Naval
Autherities at a 1 wter date.

May I extend my sincere sympathy in this time of
anx1ﬁty -

Mrs. Genevieve Corkum,
287 Gottingen St,,
HALIFAX, H.S8.




", ™ o & j‘,”ll,,:‘(’j ]
NaBale 4160-355/3,
PEREL(H) "N /h,

y /CAM

© December, 1947.

Fith reference to your letter of the 2lst of
November, 1947, no news has ever come %o licht regarding the
fate of the late Gordon Francis Corkum, Able Seaman, Ofw
ficial Number A-1169, hoyal Canadian Naval Reserve, who is
nissing and prosured dead from H.H.C.0. "ATHABASIAN™ on the
29th of fpril, 1944.

Since the time of the tragedy the Canandian Naval
Authorities Overseas have been constantly attempting to
obtain information regarding naval personnel nissing from
HeloCaSe TATHABASEAN™ from various sources, included among
which ere the diplomatic channels and the Director of (ravee
Registration and Enguivies, Iondon, S.W. 1, Bagland., Any
authentic information which has been received has been fore
warded to this Department for transmission to the next-of=kin,

~ On their arrivael back in the United Xingdom the
prisoners of war from this ship were closely interrogeted in
an effort to obtain news, later, s thorough check was made
of the Ceman Casualty Records which were captured practically
intact, However, little information wae gained from lhese
records. Searcher parties eye still operating on the
Continent, attempting to loeate graves and gain information
of the missing men.

At the present time, of the 126 officers and men
initially listed as miesing, it is kuown that epproximately
gseventy bodies were recovered shortly after the disaster, and
buried along the coast of Finistere, France at Brignopan,
Plouescat, Santec¢ and L'Aberwrach, Of the Yodles which wers
recovered, only three were definitely identified. '

The War 0ffice, london, expects that the bodles
of Canadians will in due course all be disinterred and
reburied in proper consecrated Canadisn cemeteries on the
Continent. It may be possible at thet time to definitely
identify some of the remains now buried as unidentified by
means of dental charts and physical particulsrs availeblie at
present in the Department.

A copy of your letter is being forwarded to the
Canadian Waval suthorities Uverseas for investigation
regarding the possibility of Able Seaman Corkun belng an
annesia viebim in a hospital in France or Fmgland. Iittle
hope is held out in this directidén, however, as France was
under Cerman occupation at the time and eighty-five prisoners
of war were taken on landinz ashore in France from H.H.C.0.
PATHABAREN®. The possibility of a man landing undetected
is extremely remote and due to existing war-time conditions in
Englund at the time the possibility of his returning to England
and being pleced in a hospital there without e thorough check-
back being made as to his identity, would appear highly

unlikely.




It is noted that the picture which you state you
were enclosing with your letter has not been received.

It would be apprecisted if these particulars
might be passed on 0 Hras. Starrett Corkum,

Tours tguly,

RAVAL EECRETARY,

Jw

Executive Secretery,

The Canadisn Red Cross Soclety,
5 Wellesley Street,

TOROETO, Ontario.




D.D.

D OF D 29-4-44
WAR SERVICE RECORDS

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS AWARDS

e

CORKUM Gordon Francis A-1169 A.B.

RANK ON
CHRISTIAN NAMES DISCHARGE C,A.S.F. UNIT

SURNAME (IN BLOCK LETTERS)

WAR SERVICE
BADGE
(CLASS)

DATE DESPATCHED:

ADDRESS:

r

CAMPAIGN MEDALS REGISTRATION NUMBER AN DATE DESPATCHED

1939-45 Star,
Atlantic Star,

¢.V.5.M. & Clasp, _
ST

War Medal,

(THE REVERSE TO BE USED FOR ESTATE PURPOSES)

DVA BOS




RCNR Feb. 46 "ATHABASKAN"
MEDALS AND MEMORIALS— DECEASED PERSONNEL REGISTRATION No. DATE OF DESPATCH

(1’  MEDALS : : SR e =
e e — c
PERSON

1o et 1] 2 A
ENTITLED TO Mr, Starrat N. Corkum - Father ‘;i'_“"e_f%f:,??’)EORmU ' ;

287 Gottingen St.,

ADDRESS: DATE DESP .
HALIFAX, N.S. ‘

MEMORIAL CROSS _ b REGN. NO

wiDOW hw_

(2)

ADDRESS:

MEMORIAL CROSS
MOTHER Mrs. G. Corkum

287 Gottingen St., Halifax, N.S.

ADDRESS:






