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 The erew of the HMCS Arrowhead, cfrea
S 1944, (Fhoto supplicd)

Another U-Boat story
emerges 1n Labrador

story by Perry Trimper

U 4 SRy escor imm I'I'l'.n;l'ln'{ I:'ll:. i Goose Bav i@

Octpber 19944, the Flower-class Roval Canndion MNavy corvdite

HAMOS Armrowlhicad took o break on the Labrador coast nesr
Figolet - at one of Capt. Lester Hickey s fovonie stops, The micnop
bay was consitlered a sufe haven from German L-Boats that frequently
patredled the constal -I'.||1|1l||ll_' roailes. Adter a “1ot’ of mim the AkIpper
declared they should callect some cod 26 he Gould prepene a “lish heml
stew, A e crewodid nof hivve o net or other tockle, an exphssive
chorge wis direcied o be thrown overboard. Following o great meal
and anothier serving of mum, the MNewloundinnd captnin ordered secrody
a5 the Allkes shoatldn’t be “blowing op® the loeul fishery

A decnde Inser, the Chiel Peny Officer from the Amowhend, Glenn
Martin, was home m Prince Albert, Saskinichewnn. He was o the tuber-
culosis sanatorium cetting on X-ray 1o determine if he was infected
with s disense: Martn stirted o lengthy conversation with the alicnd
ing plvesiedmn thant revodved around family, the weather, and then turmed
toensds the subiect of the war, As the QUEAIOns wernl back and forth, he
learned that the forgign secent of the doctor related o his being from
near the Ausirian!Crechoslovakion border. The doctor explamed that he
I spent much Hime around o vinevard that was taken over by (he
Marrs. had been consg r:p‘.:_'-.;l, rvd served o5 oa U-Boat medical oifficer,
They pext realized that they' had been invalved the same waters, nlbei
from different perspectives, during the: Banle of the Atlantic, off the
cast coast of Canadn and Mew foundland
As il thiz was not mcfedulous encigh, the doctar then said thirt he

once watched the erew of HMUS Arrowhendd, throggzh a penscape,
“fishing with dynimate off of Goose Buy'. Marin had o leave, but os
e thowgght mone about the amazng coincidence he wondered why the
Li=Hoat o aet Tered on them, He later tracd tev frmsd the doscior, Bt the
sanaboriim wis a large faciliby and people Were tmnsient; so s el

were mdl successiul FrathiH Al
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Crver the vears, Mamn wonhd recoont
this goincwdenee of events, bal wis oflen
micd with skepticism. He had alsa over-
bieard Crerrnn l|'u.':||'|:_: :.|:|l.l-l.¢.'r| ot & bocal
flenmis club® i Quebee City dunng o
break i convoy duty, and he explained
that the extensive Canachan and
Mewloundlaemd coant wis difficuli w
piimol,

“It was pretty nervy of them, bat
tsere was no way W prodect our shone-
limes at all.”

In Novemsber 2002, 1the story wis
coviered by the Primce Alherr Qi
Herald, The wriicle was {orwarded o the
Tovwn of Happy Vallsy-Cioose By, fven
the recent antouncement of wial
appears bo be U-Boat discon ery in thie
Clhurchill River near Muskrat Falls by
Brinn Corbyin s H..j!i‘l'l'llll:ll.l Pirikucn
v lnbradoruboit.ca b,

Az n volunieer rescarcher supporing
Corbin and Pinksen, | contacted Martin
i learm more of the detatls of this
enecounier on the nearby copst. The
encounter demonstrated U-Bowts were

Happy Valley-Goose Bay, NL
T00-896-7375
Toll-Fres: 1-877-896-7375

Fax: T09-896-T379
www.legrowstravel.ca

venturing famher inland than believed. Iy
plaoy raised questions as why a U-Bom
fire wouldn't on o corvette, its Bomesis,
Ul S5,

| -;,:L||'|'I|I'|'||.-.r|.| L bW .:-.1|'|_,'_.'|Ir. HiY 'Ihrru
was 4 possihle relationship fo the wreck
discovered nefr Muskend Falls, In April
23, | travelled o saskatchewan to
work more closelyv with Martin o gnther
his recollections and those of other vel-
erids, and peruse the archives of the

Pringe Albert Historical Socicty
EnErlhﬂ. wie fdentifiod n list of doctors
who could have overscen that A-ruy n
| 954,

Linfortunately, none of the fames
could be traced to avinlable Ceerman Li-
Boal crew lists Trom the Second World
War, Howeyer, the progness ol the col-
labaration was reponed again by the
Daily Herald and, for the fisst time, in
The Nunioenal Past,

WALTIUS

ALTIUE Mikgmae Commpsiamioes (TEE&LBEI
WWWLALTILEMIN ERALS.CCM
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Ihese articles caueht the anention of
Barbara [shler in Albertn, the daughier of
the Arrowhead s Chiel o innery Chificer,
Fack Wampler, who had passed away two
yeurs carliar,

Wampler was the unofficial photogra.
pleer om the Ammowhead, so Ishler wis
able to provide images of their life @
scn: the ship's mascot Hamilton, a
Labrador husky from the Giose By
orca; and scencs from that fatefal doy of
fishing ulong the const. She then linked
everyon logether with other surviving
mambers from the ship andor their fami-
|_'. and :.SI-\.'TIJI- soume of s Wiy
able 10 confirm at least the *fishing trip”
compoanenl of Marim's mystery

In pursuit of the dentity of the doc-
tirr, | Forwnrded a shost list of names eol-
lected from the Prince Alben srchives m
Ishler. Thanks to-her advanced Intermet
seirch skills, within one week. s soe-
eeeded in finding the missmg doctor
Ermst Cskar Henschel - [noa trbate 10
“Miibwoukee's Medicnl Giangs.™
Uniformmately the doctor had died in
Wisconsem i 1979, bt the description of
his lile matched Mirtin's story

Dr. Henschel was originally from

Vienma. Austria, speol o great deal of
P an & Bemady farm in Crechoslovakin
anal had received his medical degree
froam the Crerman Chordes University in
frague, Ho was in thie Kriegsmring snd
served a5 g medical officer o a U-Boamt
He and his wife, Ann Rardeen, attempied
to pmrmigrate to the United Suies. b
were blocked Tor severl vears as be luid
been associated wih the German Foroes
B e worked in Saskatehewan, ireatmg
a commd it he
understood well as he had also COMrLcE-

tuwbereulinis patients

ed the disease attending 1o partients. from
Polend durimg the war, He moved fiom
Prince Albert to Saskuboon b 19 "|_'|
shortly after be bod encountered Martin
With wreat éxcitement. Barbara and |
next locied one of the docior's dnugh-
ters o Wisconsin - where the Henschel's
lnel settled in 1960 E-'||I.|'|]:.,'_ thie i;|‘.r-,'-|]|_||_'-
fory telephone call from Labsador to
kira Henschel wis made on Moy 25,
2001 3, explaining the chionce meeting
miny Years earfier in Prinée Alben. The
cuiestbon wis also posed us to why het
fizther and fellow U-Baoat erew lengl nawl
fired aon HMCS Arroshend (044

Ernst (3skar Henachel served as a
micilical fficer on o German U=RBont
off the coast of Labrador, Below:
HMOS Arrawhend.

(Photos sulvmiticd

Labrador Life, Winter 2014  Page &



Thit evemng, Glenn Sarin recevied
the imternational call he hod been wail-
myg for, and the perfect commoboration of
the details from his memory, Owver the
past few momths, rescarchers Rine can
timeed to work with Cierman puthomines
in Berlin and a trunk full of papers, pho-
pos and film racimg ihe history of the U-
Boat doctor from Austria, Goermany,
Crechoslovakia, Wabes, Saskonchewnn,
und Goally Wisconsin

[r. Henschel's daughters nre leaming
muich about the history of their famaous
futher, bait s1ill hove not iracked down
his military service reconds.
meveriheless, several members ol the
Aprowheed r.||'|".||1_II and Kira Henschel,
met in Prince Albert this past October
The weekend was a great apporiumy 1o
compare nodes dngd further explore the
putstanding ¢lements-around the fall of
| 544 and the amsing comcidence 4
doecade later

Thsre are seveml conmections o fhe
Arrowhend across Canada, omd more

contrie 1 ameree. Those mwvolved m
whind has mow bedome an intemaoional
reseprch group plan to move forward
with their efforts to lesm more of the
particulars around Dy, Henschel's
Lubrador tor of duty on g U-Boat while
pitending medical school in Prague, to
further plot the movements of the
Aarmoowhiead during the Chachec-Lioose
Bay convioys late in 194 and to smvesti-
gate whether there is a relationship
between this encounter and the possible
Li-Boat dizeovery near Muskrut Falls

Editor™s Mote: The writer would frke 1o
acknow ledge otler-rescarchers in North
Ametica forther effors in making this
SHory an-.'-\.iﬁ'-lc. :|,1|11|;|_-. Calenn Marmn,
Rarbarn Ishler, Kira Henschel amd Mury
A th!'-{.'.

LLEFT: Barbara Ishier with a photo
tnken by her father, Jack Wampler, of
the Arvowhend s meseot, Homilton, a
Labrador husky,




