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Hed. April 9-4¢

Dear Folks:

Yesterday was V-E day to come and & day thet has been fouzht
and waited for for nearly 6 years, and I hope a day that some pgople
can look back on as a great day. To me and hundreds of others its a day
welll never forget if we live to be 100 and we'll shudder at the thougpt
of it, Never before and I hope never again, that I'1l ever see anything
as sinful and horrible as what I, and a great many others, have been throug!
for the last 24 hours. . . ]
You have likely Heard it over the radio and wiil have seen it
in the papers by the time you get this but no one can ever teli.you kv radic
or in writing what the City of Halifax was like last night, Agrll 8 - V-E
day. Little did I know when I was talkinge to you Twes. Morning that the

-day would end up like it did. I worked from-0730 on Tues. tili about 0400_—

last night and I would have gone on longer if I hed had the strength. I
think that the only people in HLalifax who hsve been sober for the past
24 or 48 hours are the médical branches, naval, army and air force and
civilians and the same in the police line.

When you have about 100.000 people on a minimum all sc drunk
that they are worse then wild beasts you havec what we have had down'here.
I Hope you'll forgive the writing but my hand and whole body are still
tired and trembling.) I will do my beat to give you a mild story of what
took place,

At i.BO in the afternoon we were notified at R.CHN.E. that the
wrowd was out of control and to preparé for emergencies and we set up an

emergency war~”. The first case came in at 4.00 and theee wss no let up
all night. The three liquor commissions were brokern into snd the entire
gcontents rele: sed to the use of the people. I want you to know that T

have a clear ~-nsclence as far &s any part of this goingcs on is concernsa.,
We were short-staffed to begin with and we all worked 1ike r#ck horses,
They hed all e ambulances they could get and thet was far to few. at
7.00 or 1900 ~ got an army ambulance that the driver had been beaten over
the head and - ¢ went down to 40 whet we could. I hed two seamen assistant
who were near'y sober. I wish I could bring you to see or picture whst T
saw when we g¢-t down town. Every store on Barrington street, the main stre
was almost dernlished. There wasn't a window left and the contents were

_elther looked ~r thrown out on the s treet. - There was a goced foot of eless

over the whol- of the street and it nearly cut the tires off our btig army
ambulence wr 4. There were shoes, boots, chesterfields, clothes, cash
regis ters, pots, pans and nearly everything you cculd imagine on the street
and the truck labored to get through. That alone would have been enough
but on top of that there was a slush of beer etc and a smell enough to
nearly make vc i drunk and lying all over the place were civiliang, eoldiers
sailprs snd a‘ rmen. The first fellow I got to was out cold and someone had
taken the jagcied end of a broken bottle and just slashed his face to pieces.
We got him in he ambulance and went for the next one. Just then a soldier
who was sober came over and said "Can I help you fellows". I asked rim if
he could driv: the smbulance am he could so we took him on. e took three
that trip and the next two petients were just about as bad. One had his arp
cut 8t an art ry amd was nearly gone and if I hadn't stopped bleeding then
couldn't heve lasted much longer. The third was a cut hand but wasn't too
bad and only :2eded a few stiches which were done at R.C.N.U. We wasted no
time at a&ll &1 from 1900 to 0200 that was what I was doing. Trip after

[

trip picking : - sailers and mer chant marines ar? those who needed attention

most, T got »ne feliow who had had a broken Lottles shoved in his back



: . -2 - . . .
and twisted till it made a hole, Folks, there were things that I coulgd
hardly look at but hagd to. The s eamen and solder were were'nt as useq
to that sort of thimg had a harg Job taking it but diq well, There were
first aid stations set up at verious spots as the police station. the siek
bays am# at Stad ang NDock Yard amd a couple of other ;laces. The bad ones
were teaken to R.C.V.H. and the others to the first aig station., The X-ray
staff and opreratl ng room staff were doing 3 times the work they could
handle. At about 2230 znother S.B.A. joinzd me from R.C.V.F and »p Inet
went down the street asng plled them in our car snd when we got to R.C.V.¥H
we had to wait in line to eet them taken out, Folks you just cant im=aeoine
it, the city was med and it wasnt safe for man or beast, T saw 17 vesr
©ld kids drunk and thines 1like thet. Several women killed snd one 6 year
©ld child that T saw, After T saw two middle aged men ( civilians) 4o
to that child what they did T prayed to be forgiven for being a Cansdisan,
I thought the Germans were beasts but now I wonder. at about 2200 flres
started and they had the wole fire dept out trying to control it ang the
smoke was so heavy that our driver could hardly see and there were still
Injured lying around. We must have picked up 100 people and'there:were z2he
15 S ’ﬁat:-'*%%'tooKﬁTﬂnfoT”tnEm“tU*tﬁé"p01ibe station to te ——
fixed up and some to Sick Bays but the larger part of the ones need hospita

fight. When I finally had time to feel my own pain and lock ag my face from
the wallops I got, I wordered why I was doing anvthing for them at all, Its
the most thankless job IBve ever do ne. The Bhore patrol had big trucks
out picking up the ones that were drunk and not hurt. Admiral Murray was
there and he read the Riot act and Martial Law was enforced, The wivilian:
weve far more to blame that were the service men ang they were the ones

who were doing the looting.Take it from me ss I spent nearly 8 hours down
there and I know. At 0200 we made a general sweep of the city and pickeq
up all we saw. There was a Navy Padre out there doing his beést to talk

the boys and civies into going home but it did no gooqd. It nearly made

mé cry to see what he was going through.By 0230 the streets were nearly =zix
cleared and we saw no more wourd ed, I hendled broken bones, cuts, gashes,
concussions ang hearly everything imginable, Admiral Murray calleq me
over to his car after I had put a chap in the ambulance and spoke to me for
a minute or so, However T consider no honour in it. 7I'm ashameq that I'm
in the services and that 7'M a Cenadian ang I don't ming telline you. A
book could be written on what we saw last night and 3t all starteq because
they let them break into the liquor store and it Wa8s as many civilians

88 service personal who are to blame. They have g@.B'g All barracks arg

S 4 1 stﬁrtedﬂggaigﬁggwn tcwn.thismA,M,handrwas,ell civies who.wers loo ing., —=

Running off with 4 and 5 Saits of clothes and all sorts of Jjewellry, There

hell broke loose I doubt 1if it could be worse,

Jack Akers ang I finished up last night about 040C and we came
éown to the hlock here to go to begq but we would only have had 2 hours sleep
80 we went back to R.CW.H. ang Slept on the floor on matresses in one of

_ T just read the papers and t'e Navy is taking the blunt of it -
because thig is a Navy Town. T will admit that they are &« €004 deal to
blame and Tty too ashamed of the service %o stick up for them, However it
doednt matter much what T say. Please believe me when T say, that very
few S B A's hag a hand in it, . o

I think T've gaig enough now but T111 te]] vou the whole stopsy
from start to Tinish the next time T'm home cause I'llknever forget it. ﬁot
as long 83 T live and T Just pray that ncthing like that went on in
Bellev1lle as it will take months to builg the town Up again - and riots
are started by a dew ang €rov and this time grev to over 100,000 strong.



- ’_3_‘

", I sent the wire last night to put your mipnd at ease - and I'1ll look
Lo quite 'the same the next time you see me. T can't help but wonder
.what the men overseas will think of this display of the work of masses
, of maniacs. .
: I must go now but will write when I get a chance agaln. T
haven't had any mail for 5 days so hope to get some soon..

e - : | ,j Cheerio for now
o ' ' a : Love to all.
N " . 3 : ’ Don
DURIS 8-
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N 11 send you a paper as soon as I can but IT'm going to try to |
‘ get drafted out of here as soon as ;ossible. It wont be safe to. walk
;own the streets as;the people are all out for the sailors._;;;_;

S -
PN . 1Y : fpom. vou. nj; A at nleg]g: 'T‘hn Q,,ne ,x_.ni_ti:.pnm‘an Qndmen o
It ﬁure was swell :

wr- ,1 - QQ Cheerlo.

811 put tﬁiézin Betts letter as I have only one stapmp
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