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ATTESTATION FORM
(HOSTILITIES FORM)

FOR MEN OF THE ROYAL CANADIAN NAVAL VOLUNTEER RESERVE

SURNAME......o B G SO W S it issssssisseissssssmssns OFEICIAL NO.. V. 2509

Jighassranssssnirene

CHRISTIAN NAMES. George Herbert ... - 0 0 0 .. MARRIED, SINGLE OR WIDOWERSingle. .
5 s

PERMANENT ADDRESS RELIGION
Mo

Red Head,Saint John Co.,,N.B. JMethodist

DATE OF BIRTH *PLACE OF BIRTH NAME AND ADDRESS OF NEXT OF KIN

Mother
May &th,1921 Town Red Head Mary Matthews
*QOriginal Nationality of: Countys gint John Red Heszad .

Seint John Co, ,N.B
Father Engl i Sh | I NEBY
Mother ENg11Sh Provinee New Brunswick

*If not the son of natural born British parents, particulars to be given at foot of next page

PERSONAL DESCRIPTION ON ENROLMENT

HEIGHT CHEST MEASUREMENT HAIR EYES COMPLEXION WOUNDS, SCARS, MARKS

~ Blonde |Hazel Fair . | Nil
Inﬁated36n5 -

Deﬂated.....}.!:!’.........

Mean..........3.5..9. 5

DATE OF ENROLMENT RATING ENROLLING FOR TRADE OR CALLING AND IN WHOSE EMPLOY

23-6-41 Ordinary Seaman | Steelworker
a S8aint John Dry Dock &S.B, Co,

R.C.N.V.R. Division (or other
establishment) at which emolledsaintJOhn

(B) DECLARATION TO BE MADE BY APPLICANT

I hereby declare as follows:—
(1) That I am a British Subject domiciled in Canada.

(2) That I am desirous of being enrolled as a member of the Royal Canadian Naval Volunteer Reserve
Force, and that I accept and agree to abide by the rules of the said Force.

(3) That * (a) I-havenevesserved:-and-am-not serving inany Naval-Mhlitarys Regsesver-or—Ferritorial
Feoree,

* (b) I served in for the period shown, and attach my

record of service, in corroboration of this statement.

*Cross out Clause not applicable.

SERVED IN RANK FROM TO

Army Reserve Private July,1940 June,1941

(c) I have never been rejected for or discharged from any of His Majesty’s Forces on
account of unfitness.

(4) That the particulars contained above are correct and true according to the best of my knowledge
and belief.




(3) On being enrolled as a member of the Saint John Division of the

Royal Canadian Naval Volunteer Reserve, I undertake to bind myself:—

(a) To serve from the date thereof for the duration of hostilities, being subject to the provisions of the
Naval Service Act, and of the Regulations made in pursuance thereof for the government of the Royal

Canadian Naval Volunteer Reserve, and to the customs and usages of His Majesty’s Canadian Naval
Service.

(b) To report for active service if called upon in time of war or emergency, and, if called into active
service, to serve ashore or afloat as may be directed, according to where my services are required.

(c) To keep in good repair and condition the articles of uniform and any articles of outfit which may
be issued to me and to return them to the nearest Divisional Commanding Officer or to Training Head-
quarters prior to my discharge or when required so to do by any authorized person, or to pay compensation
for any loss or damage thereto other than fair wear and tear; and also not to wear such uniform or outfit
(which is and remains the property of the Crown) except when on naval duty.

(d) To undergo vaccination or re-vaccination, or inoculation, as considered necessary by the appro-
priate authorities. '

Dated this

(© . CERTIFICATE OF ATTESTING OFFICER

I hereby certify that all the foregoing statements were made by the volunteer above named, in my

Signature of and rank of Attesting Officer.

(D) OATH OF ALLEGIANCE

do sincerely promise and swear (or solemnly
declare) that I will be faithful and bear true allegiance to His Britannic Majesty, His heirs and successors
according to law.

Signature of Applicant

Witness. Ralph D, Munro

.............. B T T I T S T S Y

The.Oath of Allegiance may be administered by a Commissioned Officer of the Naval Service.

CERTIFICATE OF ATTESTING OFFICER

having been duly enrolled to serve in the Royal
Canadian Naval Volunteer Reserve Force, I have caused his name and every prescribed particular to be
Saint John Division of the R.C.N.V.R.

Attesting Officer.

R.C.N.V.R. Division
oG LY S (or other establishment) Saint John

NOTE.—This form when completed and when the particulars on it have been noted in the Divisional
Commanding Officer’s Record Book, is to be forwarded to Headquarters, Ottawa, for custody.

The Certificate of medical examination, B-207, and certificates of previous service are to be sent to
Headquarters, Ottawa, with this form,

Certificates of previous service will be returned after they have been examined at Headquarters,
Ottawa.
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CERTIFICATE of the SERVICE of

St el R e DY SR T

in the Royal Canadian Naval Volunteer Reserve

Training Headquarters R.C.N.V.R. Divisio S
g g S Official I\umber/?\ﬁ)"f

(13

el I Rax NB.b v N . | «

Name and Address of Nearest

Relative or Friend
. {in pencil)

Place of Birth Red Head,Saint Jol

£

Place of Residence.. /. i ﬂt...!:'..g!t":ﬁ*."!zfﬂﬁ.?.. A el b
f

Signature

B:S T Date Signature
PARTICULARS OF SERVICE MEDALS, DECORATIONS, etc.

Date of
Date of .
Date of Period Rating on
Enrolment - \ Nature of Decoration

Ord : Smn /W / %)
A déc//f-?ﬂ‘éﬁ

Volunteered Enrolment or

Actual
or re-enrclment for Re-entolment Presentation

Volunteering

PERSONAL DESCRIPTION

Height
Identification S B | eheet)| | Weight (D Hair Comilexion MARKS, WOUNDS, SCARS
Card # 3 é) ? Feet Inches | (mean)

OGNt Ty S it s e ke iyersen sl 5.1 l“‘l}} Blond Fﬁir Nil

On re-enrolment—=6 years' Service
On re-enrolment—12 years' Service...infovmimm

Tiirther Degeription if Betessaty il nal s liagnbinlanidaiblavaimmm ot

TRANSFER BETWEEN DIVISIONS TRANSFER—LISTS A AND B

Date Authority




NAVAL TRAINING and ACTIVE SERVICE

SHIP OR ESTABLISHMENT

LEDGER

RATING

List

No.

FROM

s5aint John Division,

.................................................... V2847

R34 P
e

TO CAUSE OF DISCHARGE Y
Ww&wm ......
e e

e
e e
CitgiLsctnmnd teatlGiosy) ...

Wounds Recalved In Action, Hurt Cortificates, Meritorious Service, Spacial Retemmendatlons, Prizes or other Grants

Captain’s Signature

......




)F DISCHARGE

....................

dletead/(Gl057)

|
I
I
|
|
|
I
I

|

NAVAL TRAINING and ACTIVE SERVICE

Year

' SHIP OR ESTABLISHMENT

LEDGER

List

No.

RATING

FROM

TO

CAUSE OF DISCHARGE

....................................................

....................................................

....................................................

....................

....................

................................

--------------------------------

................................

................................

................................

................................

................................

EXAMINATIONS, NOTATIONS, .QUALIFICATIONS

RECORD OF RATING

Date

Particulara

Captain's Signature

Date

Authority for Advancement
or Reason for Disrating to be
stated

—£ 3320&«

.....................................

Mm/:-ﬂ/;m:/

z 3

....................




Name_. . George Herbert MATTHEWS _ . Conduct

SECOND CLASS FOR CONDUCT CHARACTER, ABILITY IN RATING ON COMPLETION OF TRAINING, DISCHARGE FROM THER
(Inclusive Dates) SERVICE, AND ANNUALLY, 3ist DECEMBER, WHILE MOBILIZED

Efficiency in Rating,
Character Noting Substantive Date Captain's Signature
Rating in Brackets

7 E-@C-: Ve Lo

Goop CONDUCT AND GOOD SERVICE BADGES

G.S.B. 1st, Granted,
Date or 2nd, Deprived,
H Restored

Bessstanrsne

EITED

No. of Days

Awarded




V2809 OFFICIAL NUMBER FILE NUMBER,. MEOBMRBOBE . | ot itiiiesssesmeisinsiimimsststomisetoisinsss ! OFFICIAL NUMBER, V2009
George Herbert DATE OF BIRTH...... 8 May’ 1921'

(Given Names)

PLACE OF BIRTH. OCCUPATION Steelworker

RELIGION.,. Mebhodist
I e R e R o e e e e o s i E R e B Ao “_.hn CO. 1. I\Iew Bruns.

ENGAGEMENTS DESCRIPTION PREVIOUS SERVICE

Date {in figures) i Height i Complexion Marks or Scars Served in At

or
Year Rating

AL .||.Br 105" Fai, ....| None || Axmy. RESETVE | PTivabe

NEXT OF KIN RELATIONSHIP (in penc:l) VAT AL ; A i NAME (in pencil).....Lu. : : ?;

ADDRESS  (in pencil): Streetand Nol o SO0 el a0 5 icvsmcrsesontcssnssrsnacsss sevennssisksssms intsas aman sadasanshatanisstitbasssbas [ rtcettld...... L. j "#Province, etc...
MEeDALS, CLASPS, HURT CERTIFICATES, PRIZE MONEY EXAMINATIONS, CERTIFICATES, ETC. k_

Date (in-figures) Date (in figures)

. Particulars . Particulars
Year Day Year Day Year

Date o figuncs) PARTICULARS

> S| L2 | Marked [Trl.
Qual.Preliminary Fire Fighting

|1 day. (248K #-40584]

Bapces, G.C. or G.S. BRIEF PARTICULARS OF WARRANT OrR C.M. PUNISHMENTS AND C.P. CHARGES

D in fi Granted D o fi
ALEXTUBKIIE) 1st, 2nd or 3rd G.C. Deprived SHIP OR ESTABLISHMENT - E ate (i feures) BRIEF PARTICULARS OF OFFENCE PUNISHMENT

Day |Month or G.S. Restored 5 Day Year

Athabasken. e Mot | Absent. . over.lesve.. . e eGRced t0. 2nd Class for ..
L2494 19518J *. .

Date (in figures) p FORFEITED
Year Prison X . W. Trial |Iwdiff. Char.

0.
_"_;_gwards the award

Seconp Crass For CoNDUCT
From To

29-5-430(19518)....| 28mBrd3l 19791 ) ||

H.Q. 35—30M—5-41 (337)
N.S. 815—7-35




28

29 30 31 32

7

NAME...
‘(Surname)

MATTHENS _

(Given Names)

George Herbert

~P.LRB.

OFFICIAL NUMBER

Ship or Establishment

Rating

From

Month

Character

Efficiency

Non-Sub. Rating
Day

St. John Div. Str. |.

Duty Div. Hdars, | " W 8

Cornwallls

it

"

" Srrare e ran e aes s s tanras A

_A/ble Bmm. | T|..
n

L

Aﬁh’éﬁéﬁ'smn ............. P e

S VRITe T eSS

il sGa

o o

ﬂMlssxng .per casualty. L;c.
Presumed Dead, per Casuslf

GENERAL REMAREKS

_X-Ray approved

...-_ﬂh_“ .ORI!“*L CnuDQ s cagaaa

|| MOTEER: '»Irs- lary MATTHEWS,.

Sﬁlﬂt-TOhnhB




DlP.R. /5"’2 FO.RI\IE "B"

(.S, V-2809 PERS(N

L T CP R

‘ 0 . - Ry ‘
DEPARTMENT OF NATIONAL DEFENCE
- Naval Service =
OTTAWA, Canada.

B 48
[ Jujl
ca---u-lc“ -‘llll'lll"'....il‘I.'.

: {Date)
= 3 The following casualty has been reported -

NAME ' RANK or RATING . _ NAVAL NoO.

MATTISNS, Ceorge Horbert : Able Semman V2809, R.G.h.V.R.

DATE OF ENLISTMENT - 23 June, 1943 Active Service ?th;;ygust 1841

DATE OF DISCEARGCE - 20th Epril, 1944

HOSPITAL -

(If discharged in hospital under jurisdiction of D.P. & N.H. )

SERVICE - Canads & High Soza
(Indicate whether in Canada only; or in Canada and the high seas or elsewhere)

Reason for discharge and - Mlesing, preguned ﬁﬂﬂﬂ, when H.2.C.8, "ATHABASEANY

when and where any disability _
was incurred, or where death was Lorpedoed wnd sunk by encmy action in the

occurred,

#ngiigh Chennel.

A
K
: \&.‘_, A
(Show clearly whether death or disability due to enemy action,
accident or disease, and whether it occurred in Canada, or on the high seas or

elsewhere outside Canada. )

NEXT OF KIN & RELATIONSHIP -

RELATIONSHIP - Mether NAME — Mre. Mary Matthews,

ADDRESS - HED HEAD, Saint John C0., H.Bs

If records indicate that‘rating was separated from his wife, legally
or otherwise, details to be furnished and copy of any Court Order,
the separtion Agreement, etc., to be furnished.

!

FORM "A" RESPECTING THE ABOVE NAMED HAS BEEN PREVIOUSLY
FORWARDED, PLEASE SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR DETAILS O IMARRIAGE
ALLOWANCE,. DmPWNDENTS ATT.OWAN ete.




CAMPAIGN STARS

DEFENCE MEDAL

VERIFICATION FORM
WAR MEDAL CeVeS

ot WAVAL GENERAL SERVICE WEDAL (1015)e
NAME IN FIIIJL !t%.élu{f;l'oo Ca) .W‘c-oo..-o.RAWRATING q‘ﬁﬁﬁv-.uocooOI.Ocooo]
SERVICE QUALIFYING PEl
SHIP AREA
FROM 70 | FROM | TO 1939-454TL]
S B | |
KaricooPs n 2l sana |9 | et |
Nowe (= W4T gou | o | ug.
Atuasast AN - 10242 |24ty | 4| Ol

/;l)/\a:v/» -//Dza,gﬂm

= dake 2qf

et —
; |
: |
{
P&Q b VERIFIED BY e 9 0 O % %@ 98 0 G v e s 00 B 8 & Fanaa e @ » @
o o d/pe 9 9 908 o9 @ T o G 88 e O e S0 008




VERIFICATION FORM
ENCE MEDAT,,  WAR MEDAL, OC.VeS.M. and CLASP.
EENEEEE‘§E§

VICE MEDAL (19457
PING Of‘#ﬂ/ﬁ«&ucieoooo.cotno.OFF.NO. Q..V.@-ﬁg:oojO.;noo‘otoADDREss 0O 0O POEOODSEOOOPGEBDOEOO DG
QUALIFYING PERIODS IN DAYS v
| STARS: |7 ELIGIBLE
, 1959-45ATLANTIC| DEFENCE MEDALS |2 |FOR AWARDS OF
T m_,.c T T T Y TN i _"_-«_-_--:;-:__ T T T T T T T R AT R R s e e m“
i | 193945 fliSTE=rs
ol 4]
latoantic | USt&
}
‘FRANCE G,
AFRICA
PACIFIC
¥ BURMA *
ITALY
5 DEFENCE
|
CoVoS.Me |3 | €0 4
" CLASP
WAR 1945 | (|Maet O
WAR 1915
I r
VERIFIED BY . ./2@0&— .
¥ e r-
E..O.'-octousﬁ;anooaaanr. 4 @ P 8 9 0 9 9 ® e * 00 0 e 0 PO e SO T e e e 08 0 O q,‘l--‘,\ .............. ¥

! PERSONNEL RECORDS.




REGISTERED

January, 1945,

Dear Mrs, Matthews:

Further to my letter of the 10th of October,
1944, I regret to inform you that in view of the length
of time which has elapsed since your son, George Herbert
Matthews, Able Seaman, Official Number V.2809, Royal
Canadian Naval Volunteer Reserve, was reported missing
from H.M.C.S. "ATHABASKAN", and as no news has since
been received to the contrary, the Canadian Naval Authorities
have now presumed his death to have occurred on the 29th
of April, 1944, :

May I again express sincere sympathy with you
"in your bereavement on behalf of the Minister of National
Defence for Naval Services, the Chief of the Naval Staff,
and the Officers and men of the Royal Canadian Navy,

Your/sjsinc erely,
Y
4 !

"

SEORETARY, NAVAL BOARD.

b

Mrs. Mary Matthews, Despatched by

Red Head, \}}k /@/ ) Sec. N. 8
SAINT JOHN CO., N.B. ; '
' rd

SRR
Ti’“: [o/—ij




W.8, V-2809 Pere,(N)

g

1

10th October, 19LL,

Dear Mrs, Matthews:

I must regretfully inform you that since your
gon wag reported missing no further information has been
received of his survival or that he is a prisoner of war.

I wish to assure you, however, that the Depart-
ment makes every endeavour to discover the fate of missing
men and draws upon all likely sources of information about
them,

In the case of men who are believed to be prisoners
of war continuous efforte are made to speed up the machinery
whereby their names and camp addresses can reach thie country.
The official means is by lists of names prepared by the enemy
governnent, These lists take some time to compile, especially
if there is a long journey from the place of capture to a
prisoners of war camp, OConsequently "capture cards", filled
in by the prisoners themselves soon after capture and sent
home to their relatives, are often the first news received in
this country that o man is a prisoner of war.

Very slight hope is now held, however, that your
son ie a prisoner of war as the total number of names of
men known to be prisoners from H,M.0.5, "ATHABASKAN® coin-
cides with the number which the Germans claim to have
capturaed from this ship,

Even if no news is received that a missing man is
& prisoner of war, endeavours to trace him do not cease. |
Enquiries are pursued, not only among those who are serving
with him, but also through diplomatic channels and the Inter-
national Red Cross Committee at Geneva. The moment reliable
news is obtained from any of these sources it is sent to the
Department and is immediately passed on to the next of kin.

: Should no information be received to the contrary
your son will be presumed dead by the Canadian Naval Author-
itles at a latsr date,

May 1 extend my sincere sympathy in this time of
anxiety.

Mrs, Mary Matthews,
Red Head,
SAINT JOHN Co., N.B,




REGISTERED
AIRMAIL

NS: V-2809 Pers. "N"

ra

1 May, 1944.

Dear Mrs. Matthews:

It is with deepest regret that I must confirm the
telegram of the 1st of May, 1944, from the Minister of National
Defence for Naval Services, informing you that your son,

George Herbert Matthews, Able Seaman, Royal Canadian Naval
Volunteer Reserve, Officlal Number V-2809, is missing from
H.M.C.S. "Athabaskan".

According to the report received from overseas, your
son's loss occurred when H.M.C.S., "Athabaskan" was torpedoed
and sunk by enemy action on the 29th of April, 1944, in the
English Chammel, Further particulars of this Naval disaster
are being published in the newspapers.

While Able Seaman Matthews is reported as "missing',
there is a possibility of his survival, It is understood
that a number of the crew have been teken prisoners of war
by the enemy. The Red Cross have been informed and are attempt-
ing to obtain from the German Government a list of those taken.
Please be assured that as soon as any further information respect-
ing your son has been received you will be informed.

Please allow me to express the sincere sympathy of the
Minister of National Defence for Naval Services, the Chief of the
Nayal Staff and the Officers and men of the Royal-Canadian Navy,
the high traditions of which your son has halped.'to maintain.

e\\/

Yourl sumérely, ; \

£ﬂz,/

Zcm‘gmr, NAVAL BOARD,

’74 7,

\
\
\\'L\LYLL 3"‘.

Yoo

Mrs., Mary Matthews,
Red Heeaed,
SATNT JOHN Co., NeBe

3&;0\




HMCS
MEDALS AND MEMORIALS—

—

N,V.

"ATHABASKAN" Bt /45 C
ECEASED PERSON

REGISTRATION No. DATE OF DESPATCH

th

MEDALS
PERSON
ESNTITLED TO

Mr ..

Charles Matthews - TPFather

ADDRESS:

Red Head,
St. John County, N.B.

MEMORIAL CROSS
WIDOW

ADDRESS:

MEMORIAL CROSS
MOTHER

Matthews

RED HEAD

SEDEESS: Steir JORN iCoey Na B

(3 19 February 194%

W s

MEMORIAL,

DATE DESP.._.. .

REGN. NO. .S 2/




L

DECRASED 29 April 1944

y D-D'
DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS AWARDS NAV WAR SERVICE RECORDS

FILE No.

MATTHEWS George Herbert V-2809 A.Be

RANK ON
SU.RNAME (IN BLOCK LETTERS) CHRISTIAN NAMES REG. No. DISCHARGE C.A.S.F. UNIT

WAR SERVICE
BADGE
(CLASS) ! DATE DESPATCHED:

ADDRESS:

CAMPAIGN MEDALS REGISTRATION NUMBER AN DATE DESPATCHED

1939-45 Star

Atlantic Star

C.Y.S.M. & Clasp
_War Medal

(THE REVERSE TO BE USED FOR ESTATE PURPOSES)




