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Dear Mr, Nash:

It is with deepest regret that I must confirm the
telegram of the lst' of May, 1944, from the Minister of Natilonal
Defence for Naval Servicesg, informing you that your son Sube
Lisutenant Robert Arthur Nash, Royal Canadian Navy, is missing
from H.M.C,S, "Athabaskan" °

According to the report received from overseas, your
son's loss occurred when H.M.C.S. "Athabaskan" was torpedoed
and sunk by enemy action on the 29th of April, 1944, in the
English Channel, Further particulars of this Naval disaster
are being published in the newspapers.

While Sub-~Lieutenant Nash is reported as "missing",
there is a possibility of his survival. It is understood that
a number of the crew have been taken prisoners of war by the
enemy, The Red Cross have been informed and are attempting to
obtain from the Cerman Government a list of those taken., Please
be assured that as socon as any further information respecting
your son has been received you will be informed,

Pleage allow me to express the sincere sympathy of the
Minister of National Defence for Naval Services, the Chief of
the Naval Staff and the Officers and men of the Royal Canadian
Navy, the high traditions of which your son has helped to
maintain,

Yours sincerely,

SECRI]TARY, NAVAL Bom%a)
ut\

faﬂ«“f

Mr, Thomag A. Nash,
1115 « 14Th Avenue,
Zone 22,

SEATTIE, Washington,




N.S.0=54790, Pers.(K)

13th October, 1944,

Dear Ir. Nashs

I must regretfully inform you that since your
son was reported missing no further information has been
received of his survival or that he is a priscner of war.

I wish to assure you, however, that the Department
makes every endeavour to discover the fate of missing men
and draws upon all likely sources of information about them.

In the case of men who are belleved to be prisoners
of war continuous efforts are made to speed up the machinery
whereby their names and camp addresses can reach this country.
The. official means is by lists of names prepared by the.
eneny government., These lists take some time to compile,
especially if there is a long journey from the place of
capture to a prisoners of war camp. Consequently "capture
cards?, filled in by the prisoners themselves soon after
capture and sent home to their relatives, are often the
first news reeeived in this country that & man is a prisoner,
of war,

Very slight hope is now held, however, that your
son is a prisoner of war as the total number of names of men
who are known tc be prisoners from H.M.C.S. "ATHABASKANY
coinei@es Mithi¥fhe number which the Germans claim to have
captured from this ship.

Even if no news is received that a missing man is
a prisoner of war, endeavours to trace him do not cease.
Enquiries are pursued, mot only among those who were serving
with him, but also through diplomatiec channels and the
International Red Cross Committee at Geneva. The moment
reliable news is obtained from any of these sources it is
sent to the Department and is immediately passed on to the
next of kin.

Should no information be received to the contrary
your gon will be presumed dead by the Canadian Naval Authors
ities at a later date.

May I extend my sincere sympathy in this time of

anxiety.

sancerely,

SECREPARY, NAVAL BOARD.

&

Mr. Thomas A, Nash,
1115 =« 1l4th Avenue,
Zone 22,

SEATTIE, Washington,
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