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CANADA Pt;.f 16 -9 ,
ATTESTATION FORM INTIONAL DEE

(HOSTILITIES FORM) 8 5.3
/778

~ FOR MEN OF THE ROYAL CANADIAN NAVAL VOLUNTEER RESéRVE

CHRISTIAN NAMES...... DONALD BERTMD .. MARRIED, SINGLE OR WIDOWERSLNGLE. . }

Torez
PERMANENT ADDRESS d RELIGION j

500 Willard Ave., Toronto, Ontario. United

DATE OF BIRTH *PLACE OF EIRTH NAME AND ADDRESS OF NEXT OF KIN

_ lother:
10 Oct. '16 Town Ldmonton, Mrs. Pearl McNeil.

*Original Nationality of: County ' Forest Heights,
ra British | . plperta, EEen o e e
Mother British ;

*If not the son of natural born British parents, particulars to be given at foot of next page:

PERSONAL DESCRIPTION ON ENROLMENT

HEIGHT CHEST MEASUREMENT COMPLEXION WOUNDS, SCARS, MARKS

58

BT A e b e A T S L e DY LT

36 Brown| Med, None,

Y el 8 o ot vt et eseassedhchsiontyasivanan

a7

L e e e T U o TR

DATE OF ENROLMENT RATING ENROLLING FOR TRADE OR CALLING AND IN WHOSE EMPLOY

20 Jan, '41 Stoker I Tool & Dyemaker:

National Steel Car Corp.,
R.C.N.V.R. Division (or other Toronto, Ont. Malton, Ontario.

establishment) at which enrolled..........c.coevvciuiiininaies e esnsess fissasisiesesn e snensn s

(B) DECLARATION TO BE MADE BY APPLICANT

I hereby declare as follows:—
(1) That I am a British Subject domiciled in Canada.

(2) That I am desirous of being enrolled as a member of the Royal Canadian Naval Volunteer Reserve
Force, and that I accept and agree to abide by the rules of the said Force.

(3) That * (a) I have never served, and am not serving in any Naval, Military, Reserve, or Territorial
Force.

* (b) I served in for the period shown, and attach my

record of service, in corroboration of this statement.

*Cross out Clause not applicable.

s e B T ——

SERVED IN ; “M ocarda. | ) o

i
‘\

‘otead in ?n-lu\agg
1dax Card,

& NON-Suo e S
(c) I have never been rejected for or discharged from any of His:; Mgd;s;t;r,g Eorce

account of unfitness. i .'3, Roneo J‘m in

(4) That the particulars contained above are correct and true according
and belief.

e N I U L T e A e L o]
i DATE

e




(3) On being enrolled as a member of the
Royal Canadian Naval Volunteer Reserve, I undertake to bind myself:—

(a) To serve from the date thereof for the duration of hostilities, being subject to the provisions of the
Naval Service Act, and of the Regulations made in pursuance thereof for the government of the Royal -

Canadian Naval Volunteer Reserve, and to the customs and usages of His Majesty’s Canadian Naval
Service.

(b) To report for active service if called upon in time of war or emergency, and, if called into active
service, to serve ashore or afloat as may be directed, according to where my services are required.

(¢) To keep in good repair and condition the articles of uniform and any articles of outfit which may
be issued to me and to return them to the nearest Divisional Commanding Officer or to Training Head-
quarters prior to my discharge or when required so to do by any authorized person, or to pay compensation
for any loss or damage thereto other than fair wear and tear; and also not to wear such uniform or outfit
(which is and remains the property of the Crown) except when on naval duty.

(d) To undergo vaccination or re-vaccination, or inoculation, as considered necessary by the appro-
priate authorities.

Dated this
Signature of applicant. #2#
(©) CERTIFICATE OF ATTESTING OFFICER
I here_:by certify that all the foregoing statements were made by the volunteer above named, in my

presence, and that he has made and signed the above declaration in my presence on this

Jan. '41

OATH OF ALLEGIANCE

I, DONALD BERTRAND McNETL do sincerely promise and swear (or solemnly

declare) that I will be faithful and bear true allegiance to His Britannic Majesty, His heirs and successors
according to law.

The Oath of Allegiance may be administered by a Commissioned Officer of the Naval Service.

CERTIFICATE OF A'I.‘TEST-ING OFFICER

DONAILD BERTRAND McNEIL

having been duly enrolled to serve in the Royal
Canadian Naval Volunteer Reserve Force, I have caused his name and every prescribed particular to be
recorded in the Record Book of the Division of the R.C.N.V.R.

or in the appropriate official documents.

Attesting Officer.

y i % T8
Bl YA =
NS> 'Iv,l =

R.C.N.V.R. Divisie
(or other establishment)

NOTE.—This form when completed and when the particulars on it have been noted in the Divisional
Commanding Officer’s Record Book, is to be forwarded to Headquarters, Ottawa, for custody.

The Certificate of medical examination, B-207, and certificates of previous service are to be sent to
Headquarters, Ottawa, with this form.

Certificates of previous service will be returned after they have been examined at Headquarters,
Ottawa.
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BB e OFFICIAL NUMBER T 31975 ... N=22838 . ......| orFictiL NomBER V22858, e
lic NEIL Donald Bertrand DATE OF BIRTH.......... 100!

(Surname) (leenNames)

Ldmonton, Alberta. OCCUBATION
RELIGION - - EDUCATION

RESIDENCE AT TIME OF ENLISTMENT: Street and No.... B N e et O O R G e e ovicete e T L e e
ENGAGEMENTS DESCRIPTION PREVIOUS SERVICE

Date (in figures) Period Height Hair Eyes Complexion Marks or Scars Served in Rg:x L

Rating

Brown | Brown |Medium

NEXT OF KIN RELATIONSHIP (in pencil) £ azaraee NAME (in pencil)

ADDRESS (in pencil): Street and (T O NI ol el R e L T OG- scrsers AR A et R ot R d Ve Tvsswtsiins it 4ot DT OVITICE, - U i v T et s oL A ne st
MEDALS, CLaSPS, HURT CERTIFICATES, PRIZE MONEY / EXAMINATIONS, CERTIFICATES, ETC.
Date (in figures) Date (in figures) Date (in figures)

Particulars Particulars
Month| Year Day

BV SeMa. (REC)1939 /43 Star.(ALO0LS)15 .9, [41 .. Boiler Room Watch-Cert. |l.

PARTICULARS
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OFFICIAL NUMBER
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0 e OB ok e SRR E S " ‘ OFFICIAL NUMBER. ...

NAME.......oosornrrr MGNEIL, DDHE N ET = SR I e st L0 08 5 AT i

(Surname)(GwenNamea)

PLACE OF BIRTH........... Kdmonton,. Alta..
RELIGION e e .EDUCATION....

RESIDENCE AT TIME OF ENLISTMENT: Street and No...........300. Willard Avepue ... Town.. Boronto e ..... Province, etc....0NDi o0
ENGAGEMENTS i DESCRIPTION | PREVIOUS SERVICE
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Granted Date (in figures)

1st, 2nd or 3rd G.C. Deprived
Day Vs or G.S. Restored SHIP OR ESTABLISHMENT Month
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..OFFICIAL NUMBER

NAME..

(Surname)

(Given Names)

Donald Bertrand ... o

OFFICIAL NUMEBER.,
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Rating

From
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Day

Efficiency
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GENERAL REMARKS

CANADMT MEMORIAL CROSS SENT To

hrs-_Pearl NcNeil_ijIZﬁIm;jjfff
- 10409-78th St.,
Edmonton Alberta.




EGISTERED

N.S. 0-50584, PERS.(N) "N"/5.

2% August, 1945.

Dear Mrs. McNeil:

Further to my letter of the 1l5th of February, 1945, the
Department is now able to release additional information regarding
the loss of your son's ship and I am accordingly passing on the
following particulars which will, no doubt, be of interest to you.

H.M.C.8, "SHAWINIGAN"™ sailed from Sydney, ¥.S., on
the 24th of November, 1944, to escort a merchant ship
to Port Aux Basques, Newfoundland; and arrived off Port
Aux Basgques that night. In accordanee with orders she
was then to carry out a patrol in the asrea for the dura-
tion of the night, after which she was to meet the same
merchant ship the next morning and return with her to
Sydneye

The merchant ship arrived in Sydney unescorted on
the night of the 25th of November and after it was as-
certained that "Shawinigan™ had not appeared at the
designated rendezvous to provide escort as instructed,
searches were instituted and "Shawinigzan™ was u1SCuvered
to be missing.

It was the opinion of the Department at the time that the
ship had been torpedoed by an enemy submerine during the night of
the 24th/25th of November, 1944, as submarines were known to be
operating in that area; and this has since been confirmed from
German evidence, Although no survivors were found, a few bodies
were recovered by later searches, due to tidal movements, some dis-
tanece from the area in which "Shawinigan™ was known to be operating.
As a result, the position of the sinking can not be exactly ascer-
tained, although from German evidence and the Department's computa-
tion, it is estimated to be in the vieinity of the three mile limit
off Channel Head, near Port Aux Basques, Newfoundland,

Despatched by
Yours sisicerely, “Sec. N. B,

W -

ik D27 Ko =
sncmum;; NAV:LBO;M N Time / ﬁ«ﬁ*’”
y&’z! %

(Approval on NS 0-3690, F.D.76,
(See also NSS 1156-331/93

Mrs, Pearl McNeil, J 0
10335 - 8lst St., //
ETHONTON, Alta. 8
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N.8. 0-50584, PERS.(N)
Policy No. #486,452.

10 March, 1945,

THIS I8 TO CERTIFY that according
to official information Mr, Donald
Bertrand MeNeil, Warrant Engineer,
Royal Canadian Naval Volunteer
Reserve, is missing, presumed dead
to date the 24th of November, 1944,
when the ship in which he was
gerving, H.Mi.C.5. "SHAWINIGAN",
was lost while on operaticnal duty
at sea.

]

SECRETARY , ATAVAL, BOARD,

i 2

@ |




REGISTERED
AIR MAIL

N.S. 0-50584 PERS(N)

AT February, 1945,

Dear Mrg, McNeil:

Further to my letter of the 7th of
December, 1944, I regret to inform you that in view
of the length of time which has elapsed since your
son, Mr. Donald Bertrand McNeil, Warrant Engineer,
Royal Canadian Naval Volunteer Reserve, was reported
missing from H.M.C.S. "SHAWINIGAN®™, and as no news
has since been received to the contrary, the Canadian
Naval Authorities have now presumed his death to have

~ ocecurred oii the 24th of November, 1944.

Please allow me to express sincere
sympathy with you in your bereavement on behalf of
the Minister of National Defence for Naval Services,
the Chief of the Naval Staff, and the Officers and
men of the Royal Canadian Navy, the high traditions
of which your son has helped to maintain.

Yours sincerely,

SECEV%AL BOARD

Mrs. Pearl McNeil,
10409 - 78th Street,
EDMONT N, Alberta.

z)
/4%7 Despatched by
Sec. N, B,
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REGISTERED

ATERS M AsDi

N.S. 0-50584 Pers. (N)

7 December, 1944.

Dear Mrs. leclNeil:

Further to my letter of the lst December,
1944, details of the disaster in which your son has been
reported missing are now being released.

HelleCoS. M"SHAWINIGAN", a Royal Canadian Nevy
corvette, was lost while on operational duty ﬁt sea. Seven
officers, including her Captain, Lieutenant W. J. Jones,
R.C.NsRs, and seventy-eight ratings are missing. The bodies
of five other ratings have been recovered and ;de1t111ed.
There are no known survivors.

It is requested that you will regasrd this inform-—
ation as confidential until an official announcement is made.

May I again express sincere sympathy with you in
your anxiety.

Yours sinderely,

V)

SECRETARY, NEVAL BOARDL, .o

\

_5ﬁ. Yﬁk Og‘

Mrse Pearl licNeil,
10409~78th Street,
EDMONTON, Alberta.




REGISTERED
AIRMATIL

- N.S. 0-50584 PERS(N)

1st December, 1944.

Dear Mrs. McNeil:

It is with deepest regret that I must confirm
the telegram of the lst of December, 1944, from the Minister
of National Defence for Naval Services, informing you that
your son, Mr., Donald Berirand McNeil, Warrant Engineer,
Royal Canadian IMaval Volunteer Reserve, is missing at sea.

The only information that can be given at this
time is that your son is missing at sea when the ship in
which he was serving was lost. DPlease be assured, however,
that as soon as further particulars can be released, you
will be informed.

It is regretted that slight hope is held for
your son's survival., When it is considered, beyond all
reasonable doubt, that no further hope exists and should
no information be received to the contrary, an official’
presumption of death will be made by the Canadian Naval
Authorities.

It is requested that, for security reasons,
you regard the name of the ship in which your son was
serving, as confidential until such time as an official
announcenent is made.

Please accept the sincere sympathy of tne
Department in your anxiety.

Yours sigqefélyigf"ﬁ

smmw&% @I BOARD .

j‘
lMrs. Pearl MeNeil, #
10409~78th Street,

EDMONTON, Alberta




- $ . : 0-50 584
By command of the Bonourable the Minister of Fational Defence

i for Naval Services of the Dominion of Canada

To Donald Bertrand MeNeil, Chief Engine Room Artificer, (Acting),
' 0.N. V-22838, R.C.N.V.R., (Temporary),--

Pou are hereby ppofited promoted and appointed

Acting Warrent Engineer, R.C.N.V.R., (Temporary),

of Bis Majesty’s Canadian Sbhip

(1) NANATMO additional.

(2) STADACONA additional.

E,’;) STADACONA additional for leave,
4)

(5)

STADACONA additional for disposal.
SEAWINIGAN in charge of machinery.

promotion and appointment
Pour appointment is to take effect from 15th April, 1944,
lst August, 1944,
e . 7th August, 1944.
e L - 31st August, 1944.
e 1st September, 1944..
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20M—1-44 (68)
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= & Siz copies to be rendered to Naval Service H eadq&arje% i

i IS

REPORT OF THE DEATH OF AN OFFICER, MAN OR BOY

Official No

(If unknown, date of first entry)

__ Edmonton, Alberta 10th Oct., 191f 6
Place of Birth : 2

Occupation in Civil Life Machinist
Number of years service in the Navy (Lon
o4 y 9\% o, (TH/
(Temporary) or Reserve ratings)
Date of Death..........24th. Nov,.,.1944 ... Place of Death...A%..Sea

Cause of Death.....cccocovvcvc Jomvat ot QB e 5 antion.
(If due to I&‘&i%&t, %E[en%?bal' en::ny eac i?rgl ar&%&% q:’o e stated briefly)

Pearl McNeil
Nearest known | Nome .....3.0409=F&th St

relative or Edmonton, Alberta,
friend.

Date on which the above was informed by Ship

Date on which death was registered with local Officials

In the case of Imperial Service men, whether Active Service, Pensioner or Reserve, date on which the
prescribed return was rendered to the Registrar General in London, Edinburgh or Dublin, accord-
ing to Nationality

Place of Burial R i Date of BUriali: . v vmemiiiiin i@t o,
(if known) (if known)

Location, Number, etc., of grave

The NAVAL SECRETARY,
Department of National Defence,
Ottawa, Canada.

In all cases this Form is to be sent in addition to the Report by Telegraph required by the
Regulations.

Distribution: File, Imp. W. G. Com., Dom. Stat., Register.

C.N.8. 1121
15M—7-40 (5849)
N.8. 815-9-1121




MEDALS AND MEMORIALS—DECEASED PERSONNEL Zu
REGISTRATION No. DATE OF DESPATCH
RCNVR Jan. 46 "SHAWINIGAN" -

(1) MEDALS
PERSON

SRS Mrs. Pearl McNell - Mother
10409 - 78Th Street,
~ EDMONTON, Alta. (Sask on file)

(2) MEMORIAL CROSS

ADDRESS:

wiDow

ADDRESS:

(3) MEMORIAL CROSS

MOTHER

Mrs. Psarl McNeil 26 March 1945
= 3

10335 - 8lst Street
G e EDMONTON, Alta.




DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS e WAR SERVICE RECORDS

s November 1944 AWARDS Vom O O D.D.

[ | FILE No.
Donald Bertrand 05¢ ‘Wt. Eng. .

RANK ON
DISCHARGE

SURNAME (IN BLOCK LETTERS) CHRISTIAN NAMES C.A.S.F. UNIT

WAR SERVICE
BADGE
(CLASS) . DESPATCHED:

ADDRESS:

CAMBAIGN MEDALS ; REGISTRATION NUMBER AND DATE DESPATCHED
.

1939-45 Star ¢ ,g Overs — BEL 27 'ggfg M' ?
Atlantic Star J " e T A [ Beien ] 2772 b
C.V.S.M. and Clasp 10?0 § ~WLST. gﬂg,.,wgh V7 7AL

War Medal

( THE RFVFRSE TO BE USED FCR ESTATFE Fl PFCSES®

DVA 806






