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Report on Interrogation of some members of the Crow of U-883, which form-
ally surrendered (Lo the Chief of Staff to C. im C. C.M.i.) at Shelbourne,
N,.8, on 13th Kay, 1945.

The information which follows was obtained hurriedly from
surrendercd prisoners-of-war and should not be accepted
as factual unless or until confirmed by other information.

T Ve /40
TONIIAGE 740 tons
FLOTILise ilad belonged, in this order, to the 4th Trelning

Flotilla, Stettin, the oth ("Titting-out for
action") Flotilla, Kiel, and to the 3lst (? Hamburg )
and 3%rd (Flensburg and Niel) Front Flotillas.

C.0.t Kapitaenleutnant Friedrich BRABUCEIR, of the April
1937 entry, who had been serving for 2 years on
740-tonnera. Previously he had seen action in the
English Channel in command af a torpedo boat and
had been decorated with the Iron Cross, lst Glass.

COobPLIENT 55 {including a "commander pupil™)

BVILT: Deschimap, Sremen. U-G89 was the last 740-touner
to loave these yarda, which subaequently concent-
rated on the new prefabricated Type XXI U-boats.

COMLISSIGNED: Ath Auguat, 1944, at Bremen by SRAEUCEER. The

final overhaul was on 10th December, 1944, at Stettin.
The intermediate atages of testing, tralning and
conipletion took U-B88Y9 to Xiel {Acceptance Commission),
Stettin (0der yards), lanzipg (Acceptance Commisaion),
Pillau (training in harbour procedure, Hela [ arru-
Front, i.e. traicing for active serykge}, Gdynia
(refitting), Pillan (Vortaktische, =%, preparation
for tactical training), Gdynia (firing practiece),
Gdynia (repairs), and the Island of Bornholm {tactical
training).

SR Guns - 1 - 37 mm. twin mount on G/T

2 - 80 mm, twin mount on G/T

Torpedoes: 4 bow tubes, 2 stern tubes; ths
torpedoes carricd were 6 T-3 (Lut)
and 6 T-5 {gnats, flat-nosed} and
thay were surrendered intact.

TUEL: : Maximu: load, 246 tons,

BYDROFHOMES, Stated to be the only T-boat with wywiebel" (onion),
viz, hydrophones enclosed in bulbous cover at point
of bow at upper dock level and for use while
echnorcheling in listening on both sides of T-boat
over a sector of BOY.

RablaR: Hohentwiel with "Simuitan Ceract" addendum
GaB.Ra2 .Borkum with Fundipol on bridge

Tunis (Muscke and Fliege) antennac
Borkun with Rundipel on Schnorchel
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SCHNORCHEL: Mtted; upper part has rubberlike coating stated
to contain iren filings and te be effective
againat 8 and X Radar.

BADAR DiCoys:. Aphrodite carried.

»

lst and Lust Patrol

U-889 had never seen acticn. When surrendered she was on her
first war eruise, having sailed from Christiansand on 5th April with
orders not to atback and being ordered subscquently to patrol between Mow
York .nd Cape Hatteras - af operational ares which was never reached.

Her two logs, a rough day-book in pencil ("Log EKludde") and a
more Tfinished summary in ink, show her daily progress, and photostats of
both books arc uttached. 4s her own plotted chart is not yet availuble a
reconslruction of her courge, both by her C.0. and from the log, is also
attached, DBefore leaving Kiel on 26th Kareh, 1945, Eorvetten Eapitaen
Karl-Heinz HOEHTIE of the S5th Flotilla came aboard and gave a "pep" talk..
This is the officor, who on similar ccecasions has conveyed Gross admiral
DOENITZ' verbal orders to the C.D.8 that when Allied Ships were sunk
there were to be no swrvivors, But this time he held no such converso.

On the samo day his office had boen handed Roichsmarks 7034, boing the
private funds of the cerew and of U-289's canteen, Obther visitors were from
the Torpedo Experimental Station and the U-boat Accoptance Commission.
arrivod/Horten in Cslo Fjord on 30th March, another "pep™ orator came
aboard in the person of Kupituen zur Seo Hans ROUSING, luchrer der U-boote-
West, who in the fall of 1944 had hurriedly shifted his French Headouwarters
from Angers to Dorgen.

Secret "Orders of the day" for 30th and 3lst MHareh, 1945, issucd
at Horten by Kapitaenleutnant (Ing.) ZSCHETASCHING, of the "Agru-Front®,
were Pound aboard. They concerned chicfly six U-boats®, which were to be
bosrdod on either day by aix engincer-officer inatructors and four assistant
teachers (Engine Room C.P.0,s,), working in pairs. SCHNEE's U-2511 and
RFUSS' U-875, respectively 1600 and 1200 tonners, were exempt from these
Froccedings. Soe were two U-boats relitting at Horten, namely Theo
FETEREEM's U-874, and U-398,

On 2nd April at 1845 U-889 dived in lorten harbour, because of
an air raid warning, surfacing shortly afterwards and proceding to Christian-
sand, which wus rcached on the following morning. aftor refuelling and
takirg=-on drinking water the U-~boat sailed on her first patrol at 2001 on
oth april, oscortcd for 5 to 6 hours by a submarino chasor, a mincsweeper
M.2) the steamer "VESTA" and U-516 (750-tons %, Kapitaenleutnant- PDTRAIT) .
U-1226 (500-tons ?, Kapituenleutnant FETTING) and U-25]1 (1600-tons, Type
X, prefubriented, Korvotten Kapituen Adalbert SCHNEET with Korvetten
Fapition (ing.) Gord SUHRENY as cngineecr),

1) FEHLIR's U-234, the l600-tonner which afterwards surrcndered to the U.S.44,
and which, P/W DRAEUCKER belicved, was toking some 20 torpedoss to the
Last Aslon bascs of the U-Waflfle.

2) PETRAN's U-616 which the P/W believed to have boen bound for St. Nazaire
4 few dayes lator. Previously FITRAN had been bused on Ponang, This
U-boat has surrenderod in the UK, i

3) Bl MAEUCERR's U-£89, :

4) ECVLITT's U-1206, (A B0O-tonner which sailed from Christiansand on 6th
Azril and was lost off iberdeen l4th april, 1945),

5} U-1274, :

8) U-13201
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lat and Last Patrol

U-88% had never seen action. When suwrrendered she was on her
first war cruise, having sailed from Christiansand on 5th April with
ordore not to attack and being ordered subscquently to patrol betwoen Iow
York und Cape Hatteras - an opurational ares which was never reached.

Her two logs, a rough day-book in peneil ("Log Kladde") and a
more finished summary in ink, show her daily progress, and photostats of
both books are attached. As her own plotted chart is not yet availuble a
reconstruction of her course, both by her C.O, and from the log, is also
attached. Before leaving Kiel on 26th Mareh, 1945, Forvetten Fapitaen
Karl-fleinz MOEILE of the 5th Flotilla came aboard and gave a "pep" talk,
This is the officer, who on similar oeecasions has conveyed Gross iddmiral
DOEMITZ! verbul orders to the C,0.s that when Alliod Ships were sunk
thore wera to be no survivore. Dut this time he held no such conversc.
On the game day his offiec had been handed Reichamarks 7054, being the
private funds of the crew and of U-889's cantesn, Other visitors wwre {rom
the Torpedo Experimentsel Station and the U-boant Accoptance Commission.
arrived/florten in Oalo Fjord on 30th March, another "pup® orator cume
abeard in the person of Kapituen zur See Hans ROESING, Iuchrer der U-boote-
West, wio in the full of 1944 had hurriecdly shiftcd his French Heoadguarters
from Angers to Borgen,

Sceret "Ordora of the day" for 30th and 3lst Mareh, 1945, issucd
at Horten by Kupitaenleutnant (lng.) ZSCHETZSCHING, of the "Agru-Tront®,
were found aboard. They concerned chiefly six U-boats®, which were to be
bogrded on either day by six sngincer-officer instructors and four assistant
teachers (Engine Room C.FP.0,.s,), working in puiro, SCHNEE's U-2511 and
FHEUSS' U-875, respoctively 1600 and 1200 tonnera, were exempt from these
rrocecdings, 5o were two U-boute rofitting at Horton, namely Theo
PETERSEN' s U-B74, and U-33E,

On 2nd April at 1845 U-889 dived in Horten harbour, because of

an alr raid worning, surfacing shortly afterwards and proceding to Christian-
gand, which was reached on the following morning. ATter refuelling and
taking-on drinking water the U-boat sailed on her first patrol at 2001 on
S5th april, escortod for 5 to 6 hours by a submurine chaser, a minceweeper
i.2) tho steamcr "VESTAM and U-516 (750-tons ?, Kapitaenleutnant- PDTRAN),
7-1226 (500-tons 7, FKapitacenleutnant TETTING) and U—Eﬁﬁl {1600-tons, Type
1, profabricated, Knrvc:ttl:};n Kapituen Adalbert SCHNEET with Korvetton
Eapitacen (Ing.) Cerd SUHREMT as cngineor).

1) FEELIR's U-234, the l600-tonner which afterwmrds gurrcndered to the U.S.4.,
and which, B/W BRAEUCKER believed, was tuking sore 20 torpedoss to the
Eust Asiuan bases of the U-Wafte.

2) PUTHAN's U-516 which the F/W belicved to have bocn bound for St. Nazaire
a few days lotor. Previously PRTRAN had been based on Ponang, This
U-beoat has surrendered in the UK, 2

3) B/ BRAEUCKER's U-889.

4} SCHLITT's U=-1206, {4 BO0=-Lonner which sailled from Christiansand on 8th
April and was lost off sberdeon l4th april, 1945).

5) U-1274, " : :

6) U-1301

These two U-boat "aces" had been appointed to U-2511 with a good deal of
bullyhoo and with the intention that she should be the first of the Type XI's
to sec action; they were expected to make U-boat history and had been given
top priority at all shipbuilding yards so that they eould got to sca really
quickly. P/W ZRATUCEER alleges that "addin SCHNRE s 4 Favourite both of
DCOEMITZ aod of HITIER, had dsliberately adopted a dolaying policy. Noreover
on Bth April, 1945, U-2511 parted company with U-889 and limped inte Bergen

for more ropairs, .
DECLASSIFIED
Authority YVD_£7 3ots )
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The U-boat having been pieked up - in the North Sea om 7th, 8th
and 1lth April - alarms wore sounded and she dived - usually to 40 metres.

The C.0, made two statements nbout distaneecs and apseds:

{a) that he had schrorcheled about 1200 miles, and covergd about 800
milea on the surface; and

(b) that his average speed while schnorchelling was between S5 and 6
knots, aml his sublerged speed 1 knot.

Examination of cntrics in the, log from 2001B/Sth April (time of
depirture Christiansand) to 1200B/9th kay (day of last detailed entry)
shows his first statement to huve been incorrect, but provides the following
figurce:

Surfuced: 9% hours 605 miles = average speud of 6,5 knota.
Schnorehels 196 hours ) 1078 miles at 5.5 knots

) 1594 miles = :
Subnerged; 515 hours ) 516 milca at 1 knot

The average milcs por day coverod varicd greatly for successive
legs of the course:

Christiansand to approx. 001° W. B0 milee peor day

001° Hﬁ Lo 4pprox. ﬂlﬁﬂ.w. ~= 63,5 milas per day
016° W, to approx. 0240 W, -~ 51,2 miles per day
024° W, to approx. 038" W, -- 82.25 miles per day
038° W, to gpprox. 046° W, == 55,2 milos per day

Tt U-889's pasaqgo report was presum:ably wircleossed from about tho.
15th April onwards, ilboit not logged, The €,0, stated that gbout December
1944 o atanding order hod been issucd according to which only three reports
were to be tramnsmitted by W/T during a patrol to Western Atlantic waters.
The e were to be az follows;

{a) a pussage report, to be signallced as soon as possible after passage
throukh the Roacngartoefi. R :

B

{b) a general Teport on the putrol, to be trunsuitted on the rTeturn
journey from the arca East of the Mewfoundland dankes, and

(e} an E.T.A. at base in Norway.

In the casc of U-B88% only the passage report was sent., The G,0.
gtated that he tranaritted this message eight tines in all over a perilod of
about a week before receiving acknowledgement from conbtroel, after trans-
mitting he procecded subterged, iu erder to counter the posaible con-
sequences of allicd D/T, which he belicved to be oxecellont,

On 4th May ut 0510 the U-bout dived, having becn radioloecated, and
ghe stayed under for 18 hours. Apparently hor search -recoivers had broken
down. A similar alarm oceurrced on the following day when U-289 submergod
for 21 hours., At 2312 on 7th Mlay she dived for half an hour beeause of
aireraft. During these days news of the unconditional surrendodr and DOEMITZ®
Order = .recalling all U-boats to Norwegian busces - were recoived, so that
on 8th May P/W BRAFUCETR dumped overbourd his sceret pupera, _ These inecluded
his W/T Day 3ook ("Mank Kladde"), his \Jar Diary (“Kriegs Tagebuch") and his
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Diving Reglster ("Tauch Tagebuch”). However lec nverlooked the documents
nlready cited in this report, as well as certain loose W/T messages and
the Standing Orders for the U-Waffe ("Stucndige Kriegsbefchle B.d.U.")
ipsued originally in 1943, but ecarcfully kept up-to-date. These are bound
in a erimson cover having a yellow diagonal stripe and the Dircctorats

of Operational Hesearch at Maval Service Headquarters will be issuing a
gopirate report on therm.

During liay recuption of German naval W/T tralfic was very poor
abourd U-889, signol strengths verying from O0-1 (German scale). Hownver,
almost all control messages were evenbtually gbtaincd from control
repetitions. The rocovercd W/T nessages were a5 Tollows:

(1) 0400/3 May (time of receipt not recorded):

"To 1l U-boats:

dy the aeccoeptancc of unconditional surrender all Gornan

vegscls of war are to discontinus unconditionally sinkings

of ships nnd destruction of nilitary and non-military in-

gtullations and plants in the whole operational ared of

the German Mavy. Violatione mean w Serious offence aguinst

the oxpress will of the Grand adomiral and will bring serious

conscquences on the Gorman poople.” :
Dirsctorate of Naval Operations

(ii) 1614/4 Hay, Te be deciphered by officcr only (time of
roceipt not recorded): g T
nFollowing order of the Grand Admiral has been issuecd. To
all U-boats, including East Asian and FEHLER: Suspend forth-
with offenaive action., Begin roturn jouwrnocy UnScenl.
Obacrve absolute asceurity. Order may not be divulged for
the present.”
Urgent addendum by I'.d,U. West:
won return avoid any possibility of attack by hunt groups,
ete, Enoter Morwegian U-bout base.”

(1ii) 2046/7 May (time of rcceipt 0341/8 Muy).

711th npd 15th Flotillas, U-boat base Stavangor, agrufront

Horten, agrufront Stavanger, from P40, Weat:

1) Fo U-boat to leave base, Also no trunsfers botween
bases.

2) Grand admir.l has ordercd: leither pink nor destroy U-
bouts. Only through them can hundrods of thousands of
Gorman lives be saved®, :

%) On the othar hand destroy 11l eodc bocoks, ¥/T day logs
belonging to U-boats and bases wilh the cxeeption of
coding miterial for future uasc, cnlgua machine, also
pavigational uida, cquipment and woapons are Lo be
spared. "

(iv) 2116/9 (time of receipt 0505/10)
s 51]1 U-boata:
VIF station Kremplermoor 'sends continuously from 2200
until 0500 W/T traffic of U-bout scrics on 20.4 ke/s'."

{v) 1130/9 (Tinme of rcecipt 0519/10)
Encyphered W/T nEssage .

{vi) to; Tn nddition allied surrcnder messages wore received via B.,d.U's
(viii) 2034/0/8, 2048/0/8, 1055/0/9, all on 10Lh May.

(ix) Furthor, the Grand Admiral's personal P/L message to all U-boats
on surrender had been received, at 2343/10th May,: :
"7 all U-boats and members of the U-Waffe. alfter an incomparably

L. I o o e
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soparate roport on then.

During liay reception of German nuval /T traffic was very poor
aboard U-889, signal atrengths vurying from 0-1 (Gurman scale). However,
almost all eontrol nessiges were cventually obtainod from control
repetitions. The rocovered W/T messages were as Tollows:

(1) 0400/3 lMay (time of reccipt not recorded):

"o all U-boabta:
3y the geceptance of unconditional gurrendor all German
vessuls of w.r are to discontinue unconditionally sinkings
of chips and destruction of unilitary and non-military in-
atullations and plants in the whole operutional arca of
the German Navy. Violabiona mean a serious offonce againet
the cxpress will ‘of the Grand adiiral and will bring serious
consuquenecs on the German peoplo.”

Dirgetorate of Haowval Oporations

(11) 1614/4 lay. To be deciphered by officer only (time of
roceipt not recorded): :
wigllowing order of the Grand Admiral hac been jgsucd. To
all U-boata, including Eust asian and FEHLE : Suspond Torth-
with oftfensive action. Begin roturn journoy UnNsceh.
Observe abgoluto sseurity. Order may not be divulged for
the present.”
Trgent addendum by F.4.U. iest;
"On return avoid any possibility of attack by hunt groups,
gtc, Hnter Norweglan U-bout bage."

(111) 2046/7 My (time of receipt 0341/8 Muy).

"11th nnd 15th Flotillas, U-boat busv Stavanger, agrufront

Hmﬂmh;mmﬂﬂmtSHWHmmgJTm1Lﬂﬂ.Wmm:

1) Yo U-boat to loave basc. Llsc no transfera between
bagses, i

2) Graad adnir il has ordercd: Meither sink por destroy U-
boats, Only through them can hundreds of thousands of
Gornau lives be saved®, :

%) On the othor hand destroy ull codc books, W/T day logs
belonging to U-boats and boaes with the execption of
eoding muterial for future use,. cnigma machine, algo
navigntionul uids, eguipnept and woejpons are to ba
gpared."

(iv) 2116/9 (time of reeeipt 0505/10)
"5 411 U-boats:
VLF station Kremplermoor 'sends coptinuously from 2200
antil 0500 /T traffic of U-boat surica on 20.4 ke/s'.”

(v) 1130/9 (Time of receipt 0519/10)
Eneyphored /T Lcssage.

{vi) to; In addition allied surrendcr IESSLEES WOTGC rocoived via B.d.U's
(viii) 2034/0/8B, 2048/0/8, 1085/0/9, all on 10th May.

(ix) Furthor, the Grand Admiral's personal P/1, message to all U-bouts
on surrender had been received, at 2343/10th May.:
"Tg gll U-boats apd members of the U-Waffe. Aafter an inconmparably
heroic struggle you have laid down your urms, You have accomp-

B mmis urgument is not at cll clear, unless the DCENITZ group wore postuluting

thit the roturned U-boats would be put dnto service by the Western Allies
against Tuaaial

" DECLASSIFIED _
;\ummwﬁﬁb J"?Z,::ﬂw
| BRI T =l n:'.'n"%‘?f% .
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(ix) Continued -

1ished unheard-of deeds, You still hive to offer to your
Fatherland the greatest sacrifice of all by exccuting un=
conditionally thoe following instructions, Thereby you

will not be staining your honour, but by so doing, you will
dispel very sorious penalties for your homeland. The order
sont from the coast to return to Norway (F 88 g 13 £34 1 b d
and by special eypher 294, l4, 316, 319) 1s withdrawn.

(sgd.) Your Gross Admiral.

Miscollaneous:

There follows, by vway of appendix, a report of talks betwoen
17-880's C.0., and bhe anti-Submarine Research Officcr of tho Direetorate
of darf.re and Training. This uccount of theo expleoits (Christmas 1944
4nd New Year 1945) in Halifax harbour eof Kapitacn zur Sue DOERATZ reoceivos
independent eonfirmation in a Top Secrot order of 2lst Marech, 1945, found
wbo.ard T-889:

Wircless meesage No. 231a (21st Murch, 1945) for U-889, in the
"Exporiencea"™ scries

"In operating close to eneny coasats it 1s important for the C.O.
to have a clear nicture of the position. DOHR.LTS has acted off
Eilifax in the following mantcr: ho ascortained thut the conlours
_of thu cosst are, in tho uain, alnost the sume as in Eicl day,
when operating between the Xiel fireship and Kiel Anton. He has
dpawm the proper conclusicn from the. similarity of tho position’
that there could be no mines it this arca, and that the attention
of tho escorts would still be very linitcd ap closc to h.rbour,
in short, he frlt himaulf sceurc il . knowm.position, insteud of
insueure in an unknovin ono, or, ip o woird, Tat homo", Thiz |
muthed of cémpurison is a good .pubstitute for uﬁtualfkﬂmwluﬁgu
and will be appliecble in many eascs in eoastal opcrations
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